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INTRODUCTORY

Thig is the first such report which covers doncurrently
a calendar and financial year to December 1980,

The Anthority continued, not without the famlliar
problems facing it, in carrying out its various functions
foremost amongst which was the due preservation of
impartiality in all programmes ovexr the broadcasting medis
in these Iglands,

Under the Constitution, the Authority remains responsible
with ensuring this impartiality in the broadcasting
gervicesg which in the main sre provided by Zandir Mzlta,
the broadcasting division of Telemalta Corporation, itso
contractorg, This implies insurance with the provisionc
of the Broadaasting Ordinance,

_7OFILE OF TSE PERICD UNDER REVIEYW

The Luthoritv and its lMembers

tg prescrilbed by the Broadcasiting Ordinance, the nuwber
of Members, other than the Chairman, shall be not lecse

then four nor more then six snd that there ghould be a
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When their term of office expired on the 7tk lovember
1980, the Authority was composed as follows:

Mr Cosimo Montebello o Chairman
Mr Renald Dalli

Mr Angelo Fenech

Mr Anthony V., Mallia
Mr Johmn A, Manduca

Mexmhers

A e T

Throughout the year, however, the Authority continued

with its provisional arrangements whereby Mr fntoine
Ellul as its Secretary was also empowered, as in

pio..ous vears to carry out the day-to=-day duties
normally pertaining to those of the Chief Executive*,

Staf”

The number of permanent staff, apart from one part=-
timer, during the year totalled eight and thios comprised
both the administrative and programme sexrvices,
In gddition, the Authority successfully concluied ite
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YIie Cchool Broadcasting Organiser and his two
broadcasting officers continue to offer thelr

experience in an enlarged Unit under the auspices
0of the Fducation Department.

Staff SBuperannuation Scheme

Following the introduction by Government of the two-
thirdes national pension scheme and with agreement

with the Ztaff, the futhority decided to terminate its
superannuatiocn scherie operable for the staff by prior
errangement withk the Inland Hevenue Department who
conceded, subject to certain conditions being observed,
to assign the life assurance policies to the respective
menbers of the opitzaff, 4Lfter due consultation, terminal
arrangenents by way of compensatlon were also made to
thooe of the gtaf? who were not cotherwise covered by

tiie Scheme on licuidation,

Eroadcasting and ParliaQEﬁt

Partv Political Ercadcagts

The gnnual scheme of Party Pelitd
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IMinisterial and Parliamentary Broadcasts

'ive Ministerial Broadcasts were transmitted, two oz
which were made by the Prime Minister in addressing
the nation, 4 right of reply to one of the latter was
given and broadcast by the Leader of the Opposition,

In addition, the Parliamentary Debate on the Budget was
transmitited "l1live™ direct on two different days with tine
equally allotted to the Government and the Opposition,

Oversess Contacts

Once agein, contacts were renewed on different occasions

throughout the year,

In Aprii, the futhority's Legal Adviser attanded a wmeeting
of the Legal Committee of the European Broadcasting Inion

which wos keld in Portugael,

On another occasion, the Cheirman and one of the Mewbexrs

of the Board represented the Authority at the E.B.U., fnnuszl
General lcocsembly held ot Frenkfurt, Germany during the lost

weel of June. The delegates participated actively during
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attendance at these sessions was once again stressed in
regard to being "au courant” with the activities
constantly taking place in broadcasting and particularly,
along with verious others, to look after the interests of.
the smaller organisations like Malta,

In Ceptember, the Secretary represented the Auth writy
at the Commonwealth Broadcasting Association's General
Conference held in Sydney, Australia, The vigit was
only made possible by the generous subsidy afforded by
the Commonwealth Foundation through the assistance of
the Zgsociation's Secretariat, responsible for all
arrangements of such meetings held every two years and
one of which was successfully held in Malta in 2G7%,

The Conference, attended by 101 delegates from orgenisa-
tions thwroughout the Commonwealth, was the largest

intermational brosdcas ting conference ever held,

The common interests and concerns of the member organisations
pregsent were nhighlighted and, irreopective of the cize of

the countries represented, a clear understanding of the
respongivilities placed upon brosdcasters emerged., The
opportunity was also talen to discuss with the Ixecutive
Director of the fustralian Special Broadcasting Zervice,
operziing ethnic radio services and a new multicultural

s , ; . S .
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PROGRAIVE LREVIGY

Televicion:

Citation Originated Frogrammes:

On average, locally originated productions amounted to
nearly 52% of the total programmes transmitted, A£g in
previous years, this output included serialized drana,
cultural and educational programmes, musical/variety

shows, news and current affairs programmes, religious
nmagazines and general family entertainment fare,

Imported Programmes

There was the usual variety of imported programmes where

every effort wac made to meet the different tastes of

local televiewers, Although the import percentage remained

considerably high, it is to be mentioned that, especiclly

in the educational and informative sector, more than one

ries was translated into Maltese (s.g, "Tutanhkeamun", "Facte

i ) while others ("Xidnapped", "Pinocchio”) hsd

en introduction in Maltese where the author, his worze ard the
isode were highlighted., In vet another series

("The “uality of Mercy") in the gphere of psychological drawme,

o discucsion followed each episode transmitted.

During the summer months, transmissions commenced Rglfwinie
ado
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hour laver than normal but this does not imply that the
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the nation and towards this aim, it did its utmost to
continue tl:e good work of endeavouring to educate and
inform visually at all times,

RADIO

During the period under review, sound broadcasting
continued to make encouraging advances in the character
and guality of programmes, sSuccess was achieved due to
an important movement towards closer contact with the

audiences through an urge to aspire to higher standarde,

Different digtribution of the two National Radic outletc
goon ectablished cager and appreciative audiences., Cable
Zadio One fully justified the role of providing an
alternative to Zadio Malta lational/Cable Radio Two hotl
in practice as well ag design with its increasing output
of "gpolren word" and intellectually informative programmes
which inecluded Magazines and Documentaries, children'c
series, tallrs end diccussions, drama, comedy and literar

ot a./

nroductiong, popular end serious music, as well asg gporis
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Of special mention were local transmissions connected
with the Ztate visit to Malta of the President of th
People's Iepublic of Bulgaria followed by the llational
BDay festivities, both in March, the State Funeral
accorced the former Prime Minister Dr., Borg Olivier in
Hovember and the cclebrations commenorating Republic

Day on Tecember 13th., In the light music sphere, Zondir
Malta were presented with a silver medal by the organisers
of the "JVerona Song Festival" in recognition of services
rencdered to Italian popular music while at the Ljiubljcna
International Slovene Cong Contest, Catherine Vigar
represented the station during the firet weel of Jctobler.
£lso outectanding was the success achieved in raising a
record &M15,000 through the Yuletide appeal on behalf

of the Community Chect Fund,

Internationally it wasc an expansive vear both in transe—
migsion power and programming, especilally in regard o
idedio Melta Internetional where a major congolidation

of the structural changes introduced in Jeceuber 197¢
was brought about, beginning in February 1980 witl an
incresse from 1 1o Y XW effected in transmicscion, which
telres nlace daily for twelve hourcs in the VIER/FM hand,

fao for ite erternel services, Redic Mediterran

ne E
the lediterrancan region with an hour dally trancrission
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collaboration between countries in the region., On

2 weekly basis, another sixty-minute prograpme in
Erglisk "Malta Calling” is directed to Horthern Zurope
every Caturday forenoon and is meant to incorporate

a digest of the week's news from the Maltese Islandg,
& vervice for which response from listeners continues
to he most encouraging.

In the various backgrounds, one detects the station's
aime in its endeavours to please, both locally and
abroad, people of every level of educational attainment
through the broad range of its various outputs,

NEWE AND CURRENT AFFAIRS

Lg in previous years, the Hewe and Current Lffairs
Divigior of Zandir Malta was again fully active in its
pregentation of news bulleting and current affairs
nrogremmes which, in either case, continued to be well
gought after by televiewers and listeners alike on the
varioug broadcasting media, Perhaps, this can best be

shown through the constant exchanges held with the general

edlineg during
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accorded Dr, George Borg Oliver as Malta's former ZPrine
i ifsud heralded ag the world'e hilliarde
champion and the Chess Olympiads held in Malta,

Foreigr. llews

Apart frou thoce events with special interest to lMaltcese
ligtenership, those decgerving special mention by the

'Tews Degk' in the international sphere included: the
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, the HMoscow Olympics,

+

the Lfmerican IHostages Crisis in Iran, Industrial unrzst
in Zoland, .cnald Heagan's sgsuccess at the fmerican polls
while Indira Gandhi and Pierre Trudeecu were returned tc
thieir respective premierships, the creation of ILinbabue
& 2 9
the demisge of Tito and Yosygin as well as the nurder of

Jolin TLennon,

are meant to reflect the diverce opinicene of theoce
invited to taikte part and amongst the cubjects selected,
the majority reflecting headline topics, were the folloving:

H
The Worirer's Monument: svoboliegm or realiom

¢ molitico or gport®

o bhe Slgaties vegan.
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Malta v Lil Tinn Minnha' and "Dawrameit!

Eoth these prograwres augmented their popularity
amongst viewers due to the constant attention given
to the features selected, amongst which were special
editione of the weekly "Malta u Lil Hinn Minnha¥
including osuch items ac The 1979 Events, the U.Z.

P 1

residential Tlections and the 1881 Dudget.

Mews and Programmes in English

In eddition to news and other information given on

iiadio lMalte International in English, French and frabic,
the llews Divicion also continued with its bulletineg and
current affairs programmes on the International Ctation
of Radio Molta through "Malta Calling® and "People in the
Hews" where various lcading percsonalities were interviewed

wnlle on a vigit to the Island,
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PLEZTY POLITICAL PLOGRAVMES
Participants Subject

Yon, Joseph Fenech (I1IP)
Mres Simone Vella (1T9)

Ton. Patrick Holland {(MLP)
Mr Joseph Seiberras {(Mup)

Ton, Vistin Lbela (MLP)
Zon, Daniel Micallef (MLP)  tmexxija resno
Toa, George Bonello Dupuis (11P)

Ton. fnton Tabone {IP)

"Gvern Cocjalicts
noabkbli®

“ion, Joseph Cassar (MLP)
Dr,.Alex Sciberras Trigona
(rp)
Zon. Guido Demarcc (NP)
“on. lVichael Falzon (11P)

*alta
Gvern Cocjaw-

"¥lkienet taghmel |
minghajr
licta?"

Ton. Ugo Mifsud Domnici (NP) ighaliex faliiet ile
Ton. Michael Zefalo (iIF) poiltli tarranijsz
o, JOu@}E}u (;.'I'lma (?/ﬁﬁ?J tal=0vern pre ementi®

Vir Lec Brincat{ilP)

Torn. Lawremfe cett (179
- na - 7
Feon, Freddie Micallef (MLE)
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TTress Com;ere iCCE

Participants

February

February

June

June

Dctoher

Octorer

Jenuary 8L

Hon, Joseph Brinecat (MLP)
on., Jdohn Zorg

Zon, 3ddie enech Adami (M?)

Mr C. Galea

Yon, Guido Demarco (iT¥)
Yon, Carm Lino Cpiteri

“on, Lorry Sant (MLP)
Fion, Joe Debonc Grech

“on, Freddie Micallef (MLP)
Hon, Daniel Piscopo

Ton,Eddie Fenech Adami (UP)

Ton, Herman Farrugia

Ton, Jocgeph Cassar (MLFP)

My Paul Luerba

Interview Progronmes

Ton., Eddie Fenech
iﬁzerviewe@ by Mr

?cng Joseph Coosear
nterviewed by IMr

it

Timmarar
A Lae e

1
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Subject

"Riformi fil-Ligijiet
tal-Pajjiz talt CGvern
Socjalista

"X1irridu ghac-cnin 8CY

"Dejjem jikber il-bsonn
tal-bidla®
"L=Infrastrutivre ghall-
Izvilupp ta'! lialtc

gdida®

"I1-Diedja u c=Caid
£1Pajjizna”

"Gvern 1i tilef It
fidueja tal-noplu”

rebhe
fomm

Piduciuci minn
akbar minikkeijc
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Page 1.
REPORT OF THE AUDITORS
TO0 THE MEMBERS OF
THE BOARD OF THE BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

We have examined the annexed Balance Sheet and Income and
Expenditure Account which are in agreement with the books and
records kept by the Authority and have obtained all the
information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge
and belief were necessary for the purposes of our audit. Proper
books of account have been kept, so far as appears from our

examination thereof.

In our opinion and accbrding to the information and explanations
given to us, the said Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure
Account, 7read 1in conjunction with the notes thereon, give
respectively a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the
Authority at 31st December, 1980 and of the deficit for the year
ended on that date.

Diamantino, Manfre' & Co
Certified Public Accountants and Auditors

Vallette Buildings
South Street

Yalletta

19th March, 1981



Pape 2,
BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
(Comnstituted under Ordinance XX of 1961)
BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1980

31.12.80  31.12.79

NMotes ™ ™ ™
FIXED ASSETS 1 & 2 3, 206 4,572
CURRENT ASSETS 3 7,679 7,623
CURRENT LIABILITIES 4 (117,604) (93,116)

(109,925)  (85,493)

(106,719) (80,921)

Financed by:

GRANTS 5 16,960 16,960
GOVERNMENT
CONTRIBUTIONS 6 35,339 35,339
52,299 52,299
Less:
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
- Adverse Ralance (159,018) (133,220

(106,719) {(80,921)

Signed on behalf of the Authority

298 et

te & form part of

these accounts.




BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1980

INCOME
Government Contributions
from Wireless Licence Fees
Licence Fees from Contracts
Ground Rents

Bank Interest

EXPENDITURE
Prescribed Programmes (Schedule 1)
Incurred on‘Sound Broadcasts

Incurred on Television Broadcasts

Administration Expenses (Schedule 2)

Cost of Fixed Assets acquired during
the vyear

Shortfall in respect of prescribed

PrOgTammes

Page 3.

1.1.80 1.4.79
31.12.80  31.12.79

™ pavl
38, 000 28, 500
751 563
14 27
189 207
38,954 29, 297
(3,073) (2,528)
(7,442) (6,011)
(10, 515) (8,539)
(29,752) (20,690)
(40,267)  {(29,229)
(1,313) 68
- (212)
(24,485  (17,711)
(24,485)  (17,923)




Page 4.
"BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS
31st DECEMBER, 1980

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Depreciation of Fixed Assets.
Depreciation 1s calculated to write off the cost of the
assets over theilr estimated useful lives on a straight line

basis at the rates shown below:

Freehold land Nil
Furniture, Fittings and

Office Equipment 20 - 10%
Technical Equipment 25%
Studio Equipment 20%
Motor Vehicle 20%
Radio Malta -

Furniture and Fittings 35-20-10%

Studio and Technical Equipment 25-20-10%

2. FIXED ASSETS
31.12.80 31.12.79

Cost Depreciation Net Net
byl £ o ™
Freehold land 655 - 655 655
Furniture, Fittings and
Office Equipment 8,253 7, 584 669 1,062
Technical Equipment 10, 654 10, 664 30 62
Studic Equipment g,116 g,119 - -
¥otor Vehicle 1,624 1,624 - 22
Radio Malta -
Furniture and Flittings 1,438 1,386 52 72
Studic and Technical
18, 163 8BGO T EER
30, 746 &7, 540 4,204 4,372



Page 5.

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

31st DECEMBER, 1980

31.12.80 31.12.79

0™ ™
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors and Prepayments - 804
Cash in Hand and at Bank 7,679 6,819
7,679 7,623
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors and Accruals 117, 640 093,116

Included "in Creditors and Accruals is an amount of
£M128, 392 (31.12.79 - £M103,907) representing the
Authority's  Liability arising out of Broadcasting
Agreements for shortfalls in amounts payable towards the

improvement of programmes.

GRANTS

These represent grants of Technical Equipment received from

foreign Organisations.

GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS

These relate to Contributions from
Wireless Licence fees and are made

uyp a8 follows:

ae nm w1 m o9g
31,12.8B0 31.12.769
B o T o A o omt o
Mmounts epplied for caplial
5 L) o= e 1 %74
purposes to date 23,876 23,876
Provigion fov loss or demage
ro films on hire 483 L84

i
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Page 6.

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

Jlst DECEMBER, 1980

7.

GRATUITIES

The Authority has decided to  (a) liquidate its
noncontributory superannuation scheme and (b) to pay
terminal benefits to members of the School Broadcasting

Unit, who have since joined the Department of Education.

a. Superannuation Scheme.
The liquidation of the above included an ex-gratia payment

to staff members not enjoying benefits under the scheme.

b. School Broadcasting Unit.
The liability assumed by the Authority amounted to £M7,175.

The total liability under (a) and (b) amounted to £M16, 421
and is payable as to £M4,270 in 1980 and £M12,151 in 198l.
No provision for the amount payable in 1981 is included in

the accounts.



AUTHORLTY

B ON PRESCRIBED PROGRAMMES

ENDED “1st DECEMBEER, 1980

{ture o Sound and Television Broadcasts is

regulated by Clause 12 of an agreement dated 28th September, 1961 which stipulates

sxpenditure on programmes prescribed by the Authority as follows:

Sound Broadcasts £M10,000
Television Hroadcasts £M25,000
urt incurred durine the period is as shovn below:
TQTAL
1.4.79 to
31.12.80 31.12.79
3.1 £
Livtiwe and ftudia Charges 3,043 3,288
v wrn Technical Bouipment 34 78
izad Expenses
7.438 5,173
10,515 8,539
24,485 17,711
35,000 26,250

31.12.80

£M
936
17

2,120

3,073

6,927

10,000

SOUND

1.4.79 to

31.12.79

£M
1,015
39

1,474

2,528

Schedule 1.

TELEVISION
1:4.79 to
31.12.80 31.12.79
£ £

2,107 2,273
17 29
5,318 3,698
7,442 6,011
17,558 12,739
25,000 18,759




Schedule 2,
BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1980

1.4.79 to
31.12.80 31.12.79
™ m
Audit Fee 400 350
Depreclation
Furniture and Fittings 148 150
Office Equipment 244 158
Motor Vehilcle 81 243
Duty Visits Abroad 1,394 776
Entertainment and Hospitality 95 192
Gratuities (Note 7) 4,270 -
Honorarla to Members 1,480 1,205
Professional Fees and Expenses 1,010 651
Maintenance and Repairs 150 135
Membership Fees - -

International Organisations 2,916 2,966
National Insurance Contributions 1,255 736
Postages, Telegrams and Telephones 908 645
Rent 1,500 1,125
Rentals of Wired Sound and

Television Sets 24 50
Stationery 162 328
Staff Superannuation Scheme , 1,014 948
Subscriptions to Newspapers, etc. 148 147
Sundry Expenses 138 186
Transport 274 223
Wages and Salaries 18,850 14,093
Water and Electricity 329 256
Rellglous Broadcasting Honoraria 400 300

37,190 25, 863
Less:
Mmounts charged against prescribed

PTOgrammes : ‘

Sound Broadcasts - 5.7% (Schedule 1)  (2,120) (1,474
Televigion Broadecasts — 14,37
(Schedule 1) (5,318) (3,699)

25,752 20, 690



BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES 1IN THE CASH POSTITION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1980

£
Funds became avallable during
the year as follows:
Government Contributions

Sundry Income

and applied to meet
Expenditure on Prescribed Programmes
Administration

Leaving a deficlt of Expenditure

over Income of

To this deficit is added
Purchases of Fixed Assets -
Provisions for amounts

payable in respect of

prescribed programmes 24,485
leaving 2 net deficit
for the vear of
The Deficir is decreased by

leaving & net cash surplus for the vear of

Schedule 4,

1.1.80 to  1.4.79 to
31.12.80  31.12.79
P a1
38, 000 28, 500

954 797

38, 954 29, 297
10, 515 8, 539
29,752 20, 690
(40,267) (29, 229)
(1,313) 68
212

17,711
(24,L85)  (17,923)
(95,798)  (17,8%5)
26, 658 19,914




Schedule 3 Cont.
BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES IN THE CASH POSITION (Continued)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1980

The Net Cash Surplus for the year effected the Authority's Liquid
Funds as follows:

Cash and Bank

Balances as at 1.1.80 to 1.4.79 to
31.12.79 31.12.80 31.12.80 31.12.79
£M £ oM M
Bank Savings Account 6,613 8,702 2,089 3,706
Current Account 188 (1,070) (1,258) (1,663)
Cash 18 47 29 16




Schedule 4.
BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANCES IN NET WORKING CAPITAL POSITION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1980

1.1.80 to 1.4.79 to
31.12.80 31.12.79

™ ™ ™

Cash Suplus for the year (Schedule 3) 860 2,059
Decrease in Debtors 802 2,009
Increase in Creditors 24,491 16, 540
25,293 18,549

Decrease in Met Working Capltal 24,433 16, 490





