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INTRODUCTORY

The Broadcasting Authority's nineteenth annual
report covers a period of nine months - from 1 April
to 31 December, 1979 = during which the Authority was
involved in a broad range of issues, Some of these igsues
nay be described as perennials and the question of fairness
and impartiality in programmes is foremost among these
issues, This emerges from the very nature of the broadcasting
media which have, as one of their functions, the obligation
to keep their audiences informed about events happening
around them,

The democratic process reguires the services provided
by the broadcasting media and by the press for the continuous
flow of information without which self=-government becones
helpless., Tlowever, the functions and obligations of the two
information media differ radically because newspapers are
media of opinion whilst radio and television are reguired
by law to he uncpinionated and to act as democratic carriers
cf all opinions,

The presarvation of due impartiality in all .programnes
is the main reoponsibility of the Luthority and no other
reguirement of ihe Broadcasting Ordinance 1661 gives rise
tc more digputes shoutl interpretation amd eppliceotion,

The next chanter of this report includes a brief account

=

of the lfuthority’'o invelvement in such matters.

22 A g %

the Firal responsgibility for whet ig brosdeast

resto with the Llutlority, thet 1s, literslly with the Chairman
and feour Members who compese the Luthority, 1t must he realised



that the process of programming involves others who must
assune sone form of shared responsidbility - shared by the
Birectors of the Telemalta Corxrporation, by those who
schedule progranmes ag well as by those responsible for
production of programmes particularly in the area of news
and current affairs,

The Authority's practice over the years has by and
large impliled that impartiality demands an attempt to avoid
nore favourable treatment, real or apparent, of any one
point of view in a matter of public concern where 1t is
known that more than one point of view is currently held.
This middle course and uncommitted attitude 1s essential
partly becausé of the position of monopoly occupled by
radlio and television and parily because of the influence
sxercised by the media in the formation of public opinion
through the special authority and credidility that is
generally afforded them by thelr audience,

Hews programmes are particularly sensltive and the
futhority 18 regularly called upon to consider complaints
mainly by the party in opposition dut at times by other
organisations as well, that their views have been excluded
from some partlcular news programme. The Broadoasting
Ordinance has a refsrence to due lmpartlaliity in Section
2{2){e), Tris places on the Luithority the duty to satioly
itself, o ¥

ar as nosoible, 'that any news given ln the
programmes fin whatever form) is presented with due sccurscy
2nd dopartialidty! end the wowrds 'im whatever lorm’ are
usuelly talken in practice to mean thetl The provision applieo
to 211 kinds of reporting whether inm the form of a news
bulletin, & current affalry magazine or a documentary
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programme, Bul news programmes are nol limited to the
recording of events and tanglible facts, The existence of
diversity of opinions may, in certain circumstances, also
be a fact, Hot to report the existence of opiniomns,
espeoially the divergent, would neither be accurate nor
impartial,

The Luthority's obligation to ensure impartiality
does not constitute a threat to the transmission of
programmes dealing with controversial matters in the
delicate areas of politics or public policy, There is
nothing in the law which prevents the appearance in
programnes of persons expressing committed opinions on
matters of controversy. The only limiting proviso is that
expressions of commitied opinion should reflect all views
on a particular issue, It should also be noted that it is
the futhority s#nd those responsible to it for the prowvision
of programmes who are required to be impartial and not thoce
who take part in the »rogrammes,



PAOFILE OF THE

PERIOD UNDER HREVIEW

The futhority and its Members

The Zroadcasting Ordinance created the Authority
in 1961 as a statutory body with a distinct legal personality;
the Independence Constitution of 1964 gave the Authority
additional stature as a Constitutional body which, in the
exercise of its main functionsj'shall not be subject to the
direction or control of any other person or authority' and,
the Lepublican Constitution of 1974 affirmed both ite
existence and inmportance within the framework of a demoeratic

state,

The futhority comprises a Chairman and four Members,
They are fronm different walls of 1ife and are appointed by
the President of the Hepublic acting in accordance with the
advice of the Prime Minister given after he has consulted
the Leader of the Qppositiena £11 serve in a part-time
capacity although the Chalrpan is expected to devote an
appreciable anount of his time fto The Authority’s activities
and to it respomsibilities, The Authority meets on a
fortnightly bacleg and 1€ meetings were held beitween April
and December 1570,
The compogition of the suthoriity as at 31 Decembexr
1079 wag 80 Tollows e
Yr Cosimo Montebello « Chalrman
Mr Penald Dallid
Mr Angelo Fenech
Hr fntkony YV, HMsllia
HMr Jobhn A, Marduca
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Government notice 170.560 published in the Covernment
Gazette of 16 November 1979 notified the appointment of
Members of the Authority who at the time included IMx Richard
Matrenza in lieu of Mr Angelo Fenech, Mr Matrenza resigned
from the futhority on 19 December 1979 and was succeeded by
Mr Fenech, 411 appointments were for a period of one year
expiring on 7 llovember 1980,

The Chairman and Members would like to thank their
immediate predecessors in Office who included the former
Chairman, Mr Godfrey Craig and former Members Mr llicholas
Debono, Dr, Albert Manche'! LL,D, and Mr Richard Matrenza
for twelrcontribution to the Authority's activities, The
Secretary to the AZuthority throughout the period under
review was Mr Antoine Ellul,

Party Political Broadecasts

Lrrangenents for party political broadcasting are
nade ench year by agreement, if pnossidble, hetween the
futhority, the lMalta Labour Party and the lMationaliast Party
each of which is represented at an annual meeting, The
total amount of time for the broadecasts is discussed ati
this meeting on the basis of proposals put forward by the
futherity and the allocation of both time and number of
broadcacts to each pariy im governed by the parties!
respeciive parlismentary sirength, There 1 only one
geries of broadeasts wiich 135 transmitted simulianeousiy

on radic ard television.

The arrangements Tor 1070-80 provided the parties
represented in Parliament with 1070 minutes of eiriine
apread over Z4 programmes and allocated 8s followsi=
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Programme Malta Hationalist
Labhour Party Porty
i) Press Conferences 2 x 60 minutes 2 % 60 minutes

ii) Political Conferences 3 x 60 n 3 x 60 b
1ix 40 "

iii) Political Debates 4 x 45 o L x LY W

iv) Party Productions 2 x 15 " 2 x 18 U
i x 10 "

Lccording to the latest audience survey commissioned
by Zandir Malta, party political broadcasts had a relatively
extensive audience — 115,000 on television and 20,000 on both
radio networks, Through the political broadcast, the
electorate can see and hear and to some extent judge the
personalities of those who represent them, Never had there
been such a democratic exposure, The politician could in one
broadecast reach more electors than he could hope directly to
reack through any political meeting, The exposure achiewved
through the political broadcast has enother almost unique
featire - nanely, that in & broadcast political progrsmme no
viewer or listener would ever hear one side of a political
argument without nhearing, either then and there or within a
ghori time, and in intended equality, the other, This is
a practical exercise in impartiality,

£lthough this scheme of party political breadeasts
was generally an ureventful one there were itwo broadcasis
which presenited the futhority with speciel problems.

The first difficuliies arose in conneciion with a
flehate which wes provisionally withheld from transulission
nending the outcome of court proceedings instifuted by the



Hationalist Party, When the programme was being recorded, &
Tationalist Party wmember of the debating panel remarked that

the subject chosen by the Labour Party for the programme was
not topical and, with reference to rumours rife at the time,
said that the public wanted to know whether the then Minister

of Pinance had resigned., The lLabour Party objected to these
renarks and asked for their deletion, The Zuthority's Chairman
who was in Brussels agreed on the grounds that the remarks were
out of subject. This prompted legal action by the llationalist
Party which applied for the issue of a warrant of prohibitionary
injunction asking the Court to disallow the transmission of

the programme unless it was shown as originally recorded without
any deletions, Meanwhile, the remarks objected ito became widely
known due to their publication in the Press and this eventually
led the Auithority to review the previous decision, The matter
was settled out of Court and the programme was broadcast &

week after its scheduled date with minor deletions which were
not connected with those at issue,

The problem of interruptions from participants during_
party political hroadcasts is a recurring one and attenpts ars
made b7 the Authority from time to time to check this abuse,
During the period under review, the Authority again appealed

to the political parties and issued strict instructions ifo
 the Chairnen presiding at these programmes to deal severely
with interruptions, This action was taken after nparticularly
unruly behaviour during a political broadcsst, The Luthorility
showed its concern that this practice should mot be allowed to
hecome a systen of conduct and emphasised the need for atricter
contrel in the interesis of the public who 19 entitled to follow
the brosdcasts free from parsistent and irritating interruptions,
These measures were offective for 2 vericd of time and the
tuthority hopes that the parties will show their willingness to



cooperate by nol sending representatives who on former
oggasions had shown their inclination towards this kind
of behaviour, '

Union directives gnd their
effect on broadcasting ’

In November 1970 the Authority was faced with a
serious and unprecedented situation following directives
issued by the Supervisory, Technical and Professional Staffs
Asscciatidn(formerly known as the General Association of
Clerical and Supervisory Staffs - GACSS) of the General
Workers Union to i1ts members at Xandir Mslta not to undertake
any work connected with the Honourablec Josie Muscat, 14,2,
This directive was the result of a speech delivered in
Parliament by Dr, Muscat when he strongly criticised
certain Zandir Malta employees, Through its direciives,
the Union éetaliateﬂ by ordering a boycoit on all official
activities of the M.P, concermed and this included a ban on
broadcagsl coverage either in news bulletins or other
programming., The repercussions of this actlon were guick
and inevitable since the Authority and ite Contractor, Zandir
alta, were prevented from performing a duty which they had
by statute, namely to provide complele and cbjeetive news
coverage and proper reporting for the information of the
publie, |

£% the tiwe Parllament was disenssing the setineates
of The Inenalte Corporation mnd Dr, Muscat, 28 Zhedow
Miplster responsible Tor this secltlond public activity, was
due to talke part In the narllameniary debate, The funthority
wet urgently fo conslder the noslition and, conscious of its
Coenmptitutiomal and other legal obligations to emsure impartiality,
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balance and objectivity in programming at all times, issued
ingtructions to Zandir lMalta to take all poasible measures
for the proper performance of its dutles, Since it was
obvious that despite management's insistence, the employees
were £till adhering to their Uniom's directives, agreement
wes reached to suspend those broadcasts in which it was
clear that impartiality would not be observed, With regard
to one particular parliamentary report, this agreement was
not reached in time to stop a partial report from being
broadcast although a notice to this effect was included in
the report, This aspect of the matter is the subject of a
court case on vwhich judgement is still pending,

“here was another facet to the dispute and this
concerned the programmes "Mill-Parliament" - a report on
pariiamentary affairs broadcast whenever Parliament was in
-segoion - and "Mill-Gurnali tal=lun" = a daily review of
editorial opinion, In view of the union directives relating
to the Hon, J,Muscat, the futhority had veluctantly agreed to
a temporary suspension of both progranmes since, at the time,
thece were the programmes liksly to be gffecied, Both
programnes were of an informative and public service nature
and had a2 substantial following, From the Editorials
commenced transmissiom in Dctober 1071 and had built up a
cunulative weekly audience of €0,000, The reports from
sarliszment had been hroadcast reguiarly since March 1974
and had & ftotel weekly audience of 101,000 on television and
87,000 on the Sound media., In agreeing tc the suspension,
the futhority had made it clear that this messure arplied
Zor the duration of the dispute, on the cther hand, Zandir
Valta dzouved a public statement dn which 11 wes sanounced
vhat bots progremwes had been permanenily deleted froo the
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sechedules., The Authority resisted this arbitraryaction
and s5till maintains its stand on the matter,

The Zuthoritv's Correspondence

The Broadcasting Authority has often been referred
to as a watchdog ower broadcasting. This function emerges
from the emphasis placed in the Broadcasting Ordinance, 1961
on the supervisory role of the Authority., The Constitutional
provisione on broadcasting which were first introduced in
1964 confirmed this role and the following paragraphs give a
brief description of this aspect of the Authority's activities,

During the period under review, the Authority dealt
with complaints frowm organisations who felt they had been
misrepresented or unfairly treated in broadcast programmes,
The Nationalist Party was by far the main complainant,

f{ typical complaint concermed the obgervance of
impartiality in matters relating to foreign poliey, In ipril
1979, the llationalist Party protested to the Authority that
an item in a television current affairs programme had presented
a bigsed image of the European ZEconomic Community, UVhis wag
a controversial subiect since the twe political partiee held
divergent views on Malta's future relations with the I.L.C,
The futhority agreed on the controversial mnature of ithe itfem
soncerned but rejected the clairm for the right of reply., 4
discussion nrogramme on television was offered instead in

which the whole range of views about Malte's nosgilble relations
+

cffer wen accenied
and nartv spcokesmen as well as others took part in e Trogramme

through which balance was restored,
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llews coverage, or the lack of it, is a major source
of complaint, During the nine~months under review, the
Hationalist Party made various representations concerning
gat;exs ranging from an erroneously read item of news due
to typing nmistalkes in the news script to the broadcast of
a ialse news iten about the sacking of a political party
ciﬁb. In both cases the Authar ity made persistent enquiries,
The first case led to legal action and the second to a Police
enguiry., L final decision on both is still pending,

Court judgement is also awaited in connection with
correspondence involving broadcast coverage of the Budget
which this year was presented to Parliament on the 15th
November and covered a calendar year. It has been the
Luthority's practice in recent years to invite the Minister
of Finance to be interviewed on Budget night, In view of
the /uthority's obligation to keep the public fully informed
on this important annual event, it has also been custonmary
to extend the facilities of an interview to an Opposition
spolresman on the day when the Opposition delivers its
official reply in Pariiament, The HNationalist Party wrote to
the futhority recuesting the interview, Arrangements had
already been made to follow established practice and the party
wvas informed accordingly, Meanwhile, Government and Cpposition
veacheld agreemeal on lhe direct ftransmission fron Parliament
of the Leader of ikre Cppesition’s speech in reply to the
Zudget and the Prime Minister's winding-up speech on the
following day, In view of this unexpected development the
futhority reconsidered its originel decielon end withdrew
its previous cffer to the Cpposition on the grounds that

there was no further scope for ithe interview since the
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Opposition's reaction to the Budget would be fully covered
through the direct transmission from Parliament, This
decision led to legal action by the Nationalist Party

againgt the .uthority. The Court's decision is still awaited.

The futhority's correspondence included complaintc
alleging unfair treatment by other organisations such as
the University Students Council, the Cormmunist Party and
by members of the public, All complaints are investigated
by the Authority and follow-up action taken as far as
possible,

Parliamentary Broadcasting

Previous Annual Eeports had favourable comments
to offer on the system of direct broadcasts from Parliament,
There were four occasions during the perioed of this report
when the television cameras and the nicrophones itransmitted
'live' all that took place in Malta's highest institution,
This wae the continuetion of a remarkable experinent in
bringing denocracy to 1ife, Parliamentary language and
oratory made curious listening at first, Co did the roars
of approval or disapproval from Government and Opposition
henches and tiZroughout one could detect the range of esnmotlions

on a nunber of issues which were being discugsed.

Perliarent was broadeast 'live! on %51 Julv and

4

i fugust, €70 when lelta's future reletions with the

Turopean Zcononic Cormzmunity were reviewed., The other two

ect trzagmissi were in connecticn wiih Budgel,

Cn 211 ocecaslong, the time was eqguelly divided between the

Government and the Oprosition,
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—eligious Broadcasting

The Croadcasting Ordinance, 1961 recognises that
in certain specialiced areas of broadcasting the Authority
nay require assistance, GCection ten of the Ordinance
provides for this assistance in the form of advisory
committees which the futhority could appoint from time to
tine to advise the Zuthority and its broadcasting contractors,
The .leligious Broadcasting fdvisory Committee haé been in
exictence for several years and during the period under
review a new committee was appointed by the Authority
after consultation with the Archbishop, This Committee
wirich net regularly ecince its appointment in September 1579
ceoncicts of the following persons:

Rev, L, Mintoff, 0,¥,M, =~ Chairman
Rev, F, 3ilocca, O0,F.M., Cap,

Mr 3, Catania

Rev, 4, Jeychell

iev, Frof, B, Vella, 0.F.M,, Conv,

Rev, J, Zorg - Cecretary

~eference to the religious programnme output is made in
te next chapter of this report but it may be useful to

regiate here the objectives of religious broadecasting.
“reoe are gtlll valid as & rough working guide although
they may need revisicn and re-interpresiation from tine to
tine, The objectivec are:

to refliect the wors

and action of the religious traditions
represented in “zlta, recognising that
these traditions are Christien and mainly
Catholic:
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ii) To seek to present to viewers and listeners
those beliefs, ideas and issues which are
evidently related to a religious interpretation

of 1life:

iii) To veek to meet the religious interests,
concerns and needs of the community,

Religious broadcasting continued to seek to serve
its auvdience and the Authority acknowledges with thanks
the help and cooperation of its advisory committee,

Dverseas Contacts

Puring the period covered by this report, the
futhority and Xandir Malta remewed contacts with overseas
broadcasting organisations, The Authority was represented
by its Chairnan and the Secretary at the 30th Ordinary
Ceggion of the Ceneral Lssembly of the Zuropean Zroadcacting
Union which was held in Brussels from 29 June to 2 July 1979,
The range of business discussed at this Assembly included
guestions of cooneration and technical assistance between
mernber countries, cosi-sharing in major sporting eventso,
adminigtration and financial guestions, satellite broadeacting

ardl news EJ:{?L-&W}L'&LIQ

HMerbers of the staff of Jandir Malita wigited lreece
to report or the Third Conference of FPrograssive Tocilalin?d
Organiseticonc of the Yediterrenean where projiects concerning
Malts were Tteing discussed, £t the invitetion of the Livvan
authorities, wvisits to Tripoli were also organised in

Jeptenber and Tecember 1679 The assgignnents in conpection



with these visits were the reporting of the anniversary
celebrations of the Lidbyan First of September Revolution
and the meeting of the Peoples Ceneral Congress,
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PROGEAMME RARVIEW

£11 broadcasting services in Malta are provided for
and on behalf of the Broadcasting Authority by ZXandir Malta,
a division of the para-statal organisation called The Telemalta
Corporation, DBroadcasting services are available on two Cable
~adio networks, two wireless services operating on medium and
on the VHEF/FM band and a monochrome television service,

£t the end of the period under review, the number of
subscribers to the Cable Radio Service was 48,359 and there
were an estimated 90,000 radio sets whilst the number of
licensed television sets stood at 79,846,

A total of 16,304 broadcasting hours were registered
during the nine month period covered by this report and were
transmitted via the following radio servicesi=

Cable Radio One L,63k
Radio Malta llational/Cable Radio Two 4,758
Aadio Malta Two {(music service) 4,128 (to13.22,79)

Radio Malta Three {Internatiomal service) 2,570 (fa13.12,7S)

Radio Malta International (modified) 102 (from:ﬂh12,79)
Fxzternal Services =0
Total hours: 16, %04

The tetal hours of broadeasting on Television
ialta during the same period stond at 1522,



TELEVISION

Particular importance was this year given to the
improvement of locally produced and foreign programmes on
T.V.14,

This was attempted partly through the acquisition by
Yandir Malta of technical equipment and partly by the slight
reduction in the output of local productions in aid of guality,
A more selective choice in forelgn productions was exercised.

In order to cover events of national interest, T,V.l,
utilised, to its fullest extent, its 0.,B, unit and achieved
the highest nutwber '‘of outside broadcasts so far, This could
only materialize through the addition of another C,E., van
and with the conviction that such public occasions are
appreciated and enjoyed by the televiewers,

Station Originated Programmes:

Locally originated productions occupied 49% of the
total station output, With the acquisition of video cagsgetting,
editing facilities on tape helped towards an improvement in
montage and presentation of local programmes, Due to the
prolonged process incurred in production utilising these new
gmenities T,V.14, experienced & decrease of 1i% in local
programming compared to the output during the previous full
vear, Loecally originated material included serializmed drama,
cultural and educational programmes, musical and varlely chows,
news and current affairs programmes, Ffamily entertainment and
religious nmegazines,

Tzleserials and televiesed drema reteined the highest
pepularity poll among sudiences., The Mondey 8,20 p.m, slotting
has now become an established time during which Maltege drama is

screened from week to week, The Sunday aflernoon repeal slot
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was abolished as from Cctober'?o,

Petween April and December T,V,M, produced 2
teleserials, & single plays and a 3-act modern classic.

META JONFOH IX-YLOKX: was an original worlk by
Dr, Joe Priggieri serialized in 7 episodes, Location work
in this production proved to be a striking example of
interesting monochrome filming,

Joe Attard's FID=DELL TAL-FANTAZMA in 10 episodes
was in itself a new experience for T,V,MM, The telethriller
genre was never exploited by the station and the end result
of this recent experiment was fairly satisfactory,

£ schedule of 4 single plays on a weekly basis
provided a change from serialized drama, T.,V,M4, utilised this
occasion to launch two new playwrights: Joe Gatt's PEPPINU
wags alco a premise for the launching of new acting talents,
The second playwriting debut was Rafel Bonnici Cali with his
SAN HIEOLA TiL-VINTURI - a folk play which promiges prospects
for & whole series centred around various aspects of Malilese
folklore, |

Frans Sammut and George Pisani wound up this play
of the week series with IL-VIKINGI TA' WIRD ID-TURZIES and

ITH=TEVE TLY ZEGJITHE respectively,

The modern classic by Zduardo de Filippo SLELTO,

DCMENIC,, LUMETI in /1ltert Marshall's translation neant for

w714, more than snother dremetic exercise., Vor the Tirst tine

P e ) g o ] > A N o S P .
roduction inveolwed & whole muecleug of

gver, a major draepa p

newooners gradusting from the Mancel Thestre fcedenmy of Trematic
frt, This Z-act mesterpiece was sdvertised in adveance as a
showease of new theatre talent appearing on television Tor the
flrst time.
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During the summer months serialized drama was not
tranomiftted as in previous years,

Sports:

. AR wm

The one=hour Monday edition of SPORTS PANORAM/L:
LWLLIBST U TLGERIF, the Friday 40-minute edition and the
CPORTS RESULTC slots retained their regular alloted airtime,

The lMonday and Friday editions were improved by a
new emphasis on video or film inserts featuring international
Cports activities,

L8 in the previous year, local sports events enjoyed
extencive outside broadcast coverage.

Extengive 0,8, coverage was dedlcated to the Sports
Festival commemorating the anniversary of Republic Day. For
this ocecasion, live and recorded transmissions included:
billiards, motorcycling exhibition, football and the martial
arts, The billiards exhidition event featuring World Championc
Pawlu Mifsud and Cliff Wilson was video recorded in colour
foxr export purposes,

Quiside Broadessts:

The number of 0,8, coverages during the period
under review amounts to a record of 20 events.

During /pril 79 Cutside Broadcast recordings of
cultural contributions teking part in the natiomsl contesd
"Harch Fist" T.V.M. transmitied 2 poi-pourri of dramwa, ballet
and music,

The cther maln events covered by T,V.,M,'s 0,B, unit
Included:
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1, The Good Friday Procession from Zejtun,
2, The Carnival festivities from Misrah il-Felsien,

7, MTifirbhu Flimkien" a resume' of "March 31st"
celebrations,

4, The Korean lcrobatic Ensemble from the Manoel
Theatre, Valletta,

5. The Festival of Songs for children from Tal-Croqq.
6, Parliamentary debates,

7. "Of Mortals and CGods™, a colour production submitted
for the British fcademy of Film and Television Arts
international contest, The Maltese entry featured
a picturesgue interpretation of song and dance by
major Maltece artistes against authentic backdrops

of Valtese landscapes,

8, Disco Dancing Championships from the Corinthia Palace
Fotel,

9, [ gpecial edition of the programme for the very
voung ¥ARLMELLL ¥ARAMELLY from the Faren Grech

Hospital,

10, The Midnight Christmas lMass from the Nauxxar Parish

m7 1
Church,

Langusge Courses

The courses in the Lrsbic and French languages retained

their nrevious format, The geries "iLrabic hy Televisicn” came

s G L

to an end in June 7% with the presentatien of gifts to students

Zonated by the Libyan Zmbasgy in Malia,
The language course retained its previcus

trenomission slotting between 5,70 and £.00 n.m, outside the
mormal evening's schedule, This course came to an end in Lpril

70,
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Informxtive dﬂﬂ Cultural:

Particular attention in guarterly schedules was
allotted to programmes and series aimed at educational
points., The material was strictly designed to communicate .
bagic cultural and educational information to the televiewer

in the simplest language possgible and in an entertaining
style of presentation,

Improvements in format and production of the weekly
farily magazine DAWR. MADWARNA resulted in a new series
entitled INTOM U AHlL,

L series of 9 short programmes FIS-SAHEA L-HEIA
promoted physical health towards a clearer mind,

L-GHAZLA T,LL-XARRIERI was a series designed to
enlighten laltese youths in search of an appropriate future,

L=EDUZLLOI0NT FHMALTL documented historical
developmente in the educational field with special reference
to the contemporary situation,

HARLK FIB=7 was a fortnightly series devised to
address voutis in the meost direct of stvles, Youth problems
were regularly discussced while entertainment features were

clotted in to lightern the programmes,

In colila2oration with the Housing fAuthority,

Televioion Malta nroduced 2 series of programres designed to

snalvee the policy of the to edutate

the televiewer irnterested in

tke wverious housing

vl
[ e

mED,

SE TAGTLL, SENTEIN: FLCTS FOR LIFE and THE LIVIIG

ZCD7 were lmported mrigin&lﬁ dubbed in Maltese with the specific
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aim of sex education and invaluable information about

child up=bringing, For the first time on the Maltese

small screen FLCTOD FOR LIFE featured a filmed sequence

of childbirth, is expected, reactions were various but
mainly favourable, [ nupmber of students asked for a repeat
of the series,

Other informative and cultural programmes included:
LEGHAEDO, a full-fletched television study of the character
and genius of Da Vineci as deduced from his paintings and
sketches,

The literary series DIVINA COMMEDIA the masterly
translation of Erin Serracino Inglott, was allotted late
night slotting, The production took pains to popularise
the geries by means of text editing and visual aids by
Gustav Dore!,

IL=FORCINA focusing on a sgeries of Farish statues to
tell the story of the Caint, the Parish and the Church to
which it belongs,

Two other imported originals transmitied with a Maltese
commentary were: FI HEDAN TL-HAHAR L-ABJAD and ATAR IL-TERBL,

FI ITDLAN ILe=SLTLE Le=iBJdiD {The Yediterranean Cea) was

chogen partienlariy hecause of its concentration on the

Mediterranean seabeds and cozstlines, and hence of particular
interest to the Valtese televiewer,

avo

the greateat diszsiers that befell the humen species., The

Valtese wercion of geries helped to enbance the nsture of

For the bepefit of the ltese televiewer,
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Televiscion Malta launched an intensified DRIVE
CAREFULLY CAMPAIGH making use of three gpecial driving
docunentaries, a series promoting safe driving entitled

C=SEILA TLS-CEWCAN and also another series instructing
motorcyclists in safe driving. Slogans against "impact®
visuals were aired regularly culminating in an intensified
slotting schedule during the Christmas period,

Lecording to official publications, this campaign
contributed to the decrease in traffic accidents during the
Christmas and MNew Year festivities,

The Manoel Theatre resident Orchestra retained
its monthly contribution between Lpril and June; October
and Decenber,

L new series of GMIEL IL-MELODIJA, presented and
nroduced by Lino Gatt ran on a fortnightly basie and featured
classical, operatic and 1ight music,

Light Mugic gnd Entertainment:

During the period under review Television lalta
presented among others, the fellowing series of light musi

and entertainment, namely:

Shond id=0a008a.00a00.12=0110na

Mzlta Zanta '70

Stgasini 20

Wiccelk Wice l-ingll itzas-lema
Teledisnco

Fop 30



2‘&9

fg in previous years, programmes in this category
served T,7,M, as launching platforms for new talent coupled
with established personalities for balance, New talent
included composers, singers and mnusicians,

OKOHD ID=DACGL 40400 12«FZIFNA retained its Sunday
Matinee slotting which proved to be a happy time for family
viewing, The new format eliminating presentation, provided
the programme with a natural flow,

MALTA XLNTL '79: exclusively originated to encourage
nusical compositions by aspiring talent, Participants in this
series were eventually employed by various impresarios on the

ground of their television appearance,

RAOMANTIKA was a light-hearted series which as th
name suggests, was based on a repertoire of well-Imown love

songe set against romantic backgrounds,

METROHOMU was a series of programmes that for
entertainnment’'s saike made use of various facets of showmanship
that included inserts on magic, drametic exiracts, ballet and

song, Metronomu's format was original and quite well received,

Bvergreen STAQSIHNI 2C was resumed in October during
Sunday afternoon ftransmissions, [ special dincentive forxr
televiewers' participation with the sending in of wyolery

words wes the donstion of wrist watches,

WICCEK WICC L=fNGELT T/ S-35EME refalinesd 1io nonularity
with televiewers, The insgertion of 2 historiesl ziod

2 i e, % B, v 2 4 o B A A T 1 g b b7 4
Teatus h the ages, together wizh slois showing

gave the zeries & geni-oul

tynicel

.

flavreur,
TELEDIZCD = teilormede for youthiful taste was also

flavoured with o social addendm, Youihs were encouraged fo



compete for prizes with their coniribution suggested by 2
set of civic titles including anti-smoking and anti-druge
slogans,

POP 30 was designed to serve as a showcase of nevw
beatgroup talent and disco dancers, This series too helped
to encourage, launch and establish newcomers,

Children's_and Young FPeople Programmes:

Children's programmes included the following major
productions on a weekly or a fortnightly basis:

It-Tastiera u 1-Pinzell
Xemn Nixtieq kelli.....
Werag Torja ghal Ghajn ix-Zemx
Daqga t'1d
17 CTIERS U L-PINZELL concentrated efforts to
educate the very young in the visual arts and encourage

artistic evpression and creative processes,

¥EM] HIXTIEQ XELLI...a0-.promoted the cultivation of
hobbies, Young televiewers were encouraged to talk about

hobhies that included carpentry, puppet making and photography,

Toung musical talent Teatured in the series entitled

WERAGQ TORJL GHAL GEAJIN IX-YEMX, Young wmusiciang exzecuted

Plive” a choice of well-known classical pietes on varions
ingtruments, Or occcasions, originzl compesiitions alzo

festured 1n this seriesz,

DLCCL TVID centred arcund the ldes of emancipating

the aoh 2

t ds weuzlly associated with
adulthood, The geries’ message was that zchild can he
useful in variocus jobs usuallv performed by grown-uns but

in oo deding should alwavs steer away from ever-pregent dangers.
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Leligiou“°

During Toly Veek as per previous years, Television
lalta transmitited a series of spiritual thoughts for the
occasion, For the first time Television Malta hoéted Mons,
G Mercieca, ALrchbishop of Malta and Mons, N, Cauchi,
Bishop of Gozo to deliver the religious and pastoral
televigion talks,

£L1so during Zoly Week Television lMalta transmitted
a choral programme entitled IS5-5EBA' XELMIET and featuring
relevant Pasgsion lyrics,

TAHT ID~DELL T/5-SLLIR was a special based on Biblical
cuotes about the Passion of Christ illustrated by visual
material selected from among classical religious art work,

PADRE PIO was a dubbed Maltese version from the
original Italian that dealt with the famous Priest inflicted
w7ith the wounds of Christ,

During Yuletide '79 T,V,I, revigsed 1ts late night
slotting of HSIEB GHAL EGHLUG IleJUM and originated a series

Rl

of seven Christmas nessages written and delivered by seven
different people emerging from the various sirata of Maltese

cociety,

The “eligious ZTroadeasting Advisory Committee comtinued
to exercisce respeonsitility for the output of rellgious
yr@rra@meuﬂ These dnclude "Tislogu” on television which is

gular weellv hasgsie and contlnued to be the main

g reflectlion of

The progromme nmeintalned o setisfactory level,



Imported Frogramnes:

A conociderable aspect relevant to this category of
prograunes was the acquisition of Sony Cassette video machines
which were installed at T,V,M, during the months under review,
These new technical amenities automatically widened the range
of choice for thebyrogramme Department and also ameliorated the
technical video guality on transmission,

The 16mm, film is still available, but the video cassette
format is preferred. Feature Films are still arriving on
Station on 16mm., but most of the other imported programmes
are ordered and transmitted on Sony cassettes,

41% of the total station output was the approxinate
airtime occupied by foreign productions which, as in previous
years included serialised drama, documentaries, musical,
variety and comedy shows, adventure series, cartoons geriecg,
T,V, Movies and feature films,

Dogupentarieg:

Hegularly during the % guarters under review a choice
of foreign documentaries of particular interest to local
televiewers were dubbed into Maltese, These dubbed versions

have Bbeen included in the local programmes category,

LGE O TJHCEARTLINTY and THEE WAR YEARS were iwo outstanding

decunmentary serles,

S

TORALD IH ACTION nresented & further set of tonicsl
) o

3

themen of internzational pol

itiecal dinterest, T

emes Were
chogen opecifically with Maltese televiewers in mind,

fn ecology series which was transmitited in its original
format wans entitlied LAUDUBON WILDLIFE,



Serialized Drana:
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Prestigious drama series acquired by Television
Malta during months fLpril/December 1979 were:

fnna Karenina

Mayor of Casterbridge
Edward and Mrs, Simpson
Crown Court

Tolstoy's classic nmasterpiece ANNA XARENINA
was serialized by BBC in 10 episodes, This excellent
costune drama ranked highly in popularity polls
both locally and in other countries,

MAYORE OF CASTERBRIDGE by Thomas Hardy in 7 episodes
starring /Llan Bates was enthusiastically received by local
televiewers mainly due to its highly charged and romantic
plot,

EDVLED [1D MRS, SIMPSOH narrated the famous love
story of abdicated Ving Zdward and Mrs Wallis Simpoon,
Infortunately this series was only available in 16mm colour
film whiech lost most of its splendour in monochrome telecast,

BOIED AND VRS, STMPSOH was serialized in 7 parts,

With the transmission of the CROWH COURT seriec

Television lMalta

rimented slottingwise and lined ug
three consecutive davs to cover aone cemplete slory each weel,

Tack cane in the CROWT COTRT series was naturslly hrelen up

in three parts and hence, the three consecutive days' slotting

wao motivated by the series’ auithentic fornaz,

received ¢ npositive resction end T.V.M, has gained experience

fTor the future,



Ldyenturg Cerigs

L]
@
—

Ldventure series which accounted for 7% of the
total transnmicsion output retained their high percentage
of viewerchip, Programmes in this category covered Police,
War, Wectern and Detective themes in such series as POLICE
WOMAN: THE CECRET ARMY: THE OUTCASTS; THE PROFESESIONALO
THE SANDBAGGERS and TEE NEW AVENGERS.

Two other series worth mentioning are BALLAS and
ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL,

DALLAS was screened on the merit of its international
high rating,

ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL was an adventure serieg
pivoting around an unusual departure point, that of a country
vet and hisc assistant, assiduously caring for their animal
patients,

The .uthority's and TVM's policy of refusing adveniure
series that dindulge in crude violence was adhered to with tihe
result that various series and one offs were rejected on
this ground,

Children's Programmes:

- mm e em  en e n L

inimated fairyvteles and classic stories for children,
nodern cartoons, dramaticed stories and educational programmes
weres the main categories of children's programmes tranaonitied

during the period under review,

TEE O LEGEIT OF ROBRIIFIDCD s DAYVID COFPEIRFIZLD and a set
of eigkt classicel stories Tor children were gpeclal treais

Tor the vounger televiewers,
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OIICE UPOIl A TIME was a series of § stories specially
written for youngsters by famous suthors and presented in an
outstandingly original gstyle,

The adventures of DICK TURPIN was a great hit with
youngsters and grown-ups alike, The dramatic rendering of the
classic Turpin adventures was beautifully acted and attractively
located,

THE MUPPET SHOW new series conbined the itraditional

cloth puppets with intermationally acclaimed stars in person,

A fresh series from the LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE
retained one of the highest percentage of viewership during
the months July/iugust 1979,

Sports Epecials:

b

Television lMalta acguired transmission rights for the
Fal., Cup Tinal and a number of Soccer Internationals in spite
of hard financial bargaining with distributors. A set of five
Cerman Coccer matches were transmitied as a seguel to the

Prenier Coccer series during the months of May/June 1979,

Tugie

Wt &

Entertgirrent:

&= b

fe

In the conedy, varietv and light nusic category, the

following nrogrammes degerve special mentions

Lre You Deing Served?
The Love Zoat
Mind Your Langusage

Reve f1len =1 Large

The Hag Trade
Tilarious Zundred
The Harold Lloyd Show
Stors on Ice

€

g Last Star Parads



Cpecial acguisitions fransmitted sporadically
or during festive periods during Lpril/December '79
were:
liiss Universe (featuring Miss Malta as
one of the contestants)
2 Leningrad Ice Shows
Giscelle

The fcadeny fwards '79

Cinema features and TV Movies sustained an
average of 6 hours total airtime per week, Viewership
for the Tuesday, riday and Sunday movies and for the
Thursday inthology slot retained its traditionally high
percentage,

Exceptional titles of prestigious material
included in the TV Movies series are:

Letters from Frank
Terraces
Battered
Passionate Man
Billy Otreet {id
Lee Tarvey Oswald
The Amazing Howard Hughes
Five of these titles were grouped into a smeriec
and each title was imtroduced by Dr, Zoy Sezzina who

analveed the socio=novehological merits of esoch movie,

In opite of consistient increases in rovelty

fees for festure films and TV Movies and notwithstanding
vorious distributers withbholding screening licerce for
titles reguired, 7.7.M, is in the process of tapping new
narirets and erploring new sources for the attainment of more

recent nmaterial.
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Cckhedule policies introduced in January 1978
through which the house bound wired Cable Radio gervice carried
an exceptionally high amount of spoken word and serious
programmes ag conpared to the lighter programme output om
Radio Malta, developed into a stable, daily, selective

pattern of programmes, which met with public satisfaction,

Following careful study, changes were made to the
structural role of Radio lMalta International whilst Radio

Mialta Two (an all music service) was taken off the air,

The former international service of Radio Malta
was discontinued as it did not achieve its main objective
because it was not sufficiently served with adeguate power
to carry transmissions to the Italian mainland, It was
therefore decided to withdraw the Italian Service and
increase air-tinme by three hours, Consequently, on 14
Tecenmber 1079, Fadiec Malta Intermational was moved from
the medium to the VEF/FM band and commenced broadoaste In
Tnglich for twelve continwous hours daTly from 0800 to 2C00,
The programnne schednles were nodified to provide a more
exiensive and comnrehensive service designed alsc to offer
nseful and interesting information to the ever increasing
tourist mopulation in hotels, cpartments and other holldey
complexes, [Cteps were also faken to increase the transmitting

~ower in the immediate fuiure,

Hotional Radio (Cable end Gedio Malia)

Jwtldram'” Trogromned

mmnmwmeu'mmm

197% peing the "Intermational Year of the Child",
£
oot nrograpme themes were based on subject matier propesed
hy UHICEF, JiIRSCC and the Hational Board appointed for the

sccasion by the lazltese Government's Mindstry of Educsztion,
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ITational events were given deserved priority and srogrammes
prominently featured the "Stamp Desgign Competidda"7ear of
the Child Zong Contest" and other connected activities,

Xandir Malta also recorded and broduced various
Teaturettes which covered a number of educational, socical
and environmental aspects pertaining to the Maltese Child,
illustrated by actual interviews with children of different
age groups, requested by both the World Health Organisation
and UIICEF for inclusion in specialised radio series devised
to commemorate the "International Year of the Child" for
World-wide distribution,

However the set pattern of series aimed at specific
age groups sach week-day was maintained, /[ppropnriacte week-
end themes madé up Children'’s Drama on Saturdays and programmes
of a light nature on Sundays., Programmes covered a variety of
gseries some of which were primarily concerned with the young
listeners' spoken and written abilities, their appreciation
of 1iterature, character formation, ccience =and techiinclogy and
special features and nlays devised to coincide with seasonal
and ilational commenorations,

Wagauines and Documentaries

The epprecicshle amount of alirtime Tandir Malta
allcogates to this particulszr sector of programcing is in

Zeeping with the nowerful educational and cultural impact

which redic stimulates, Compilers, researchers and producers

ERTES) A o

e e

to sobleve o

waich ig now median

succescivily etiracts
auvdiences of many thousendsa, The main objective ic to provids
the general public with 2 pregresegive oulloslkx in varlouse

fields of learning through the broadeast of series covering a
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wide ronge of interests, [ wmonthly series of programnes

directed to the disabled and handicapped was added to the
already varied list of specialised themes,

The following are a few examples of programme series
broadcast between Lpril and December 1979:-

“Merhba Bihom" (Tourism); "Il-Maltin u l-lfuzika Taghhon",
"MimHawn u Minn Femn" (llew developments in medicine, science,
and industry),"Passigati” (Maltese History/Geography), "latt
Xont Taf?" (General Knowledge),"@hidut u Twemnnin Misgirijietna®,
"I1-Vjagg it=Tajjeb" (travel), "OQawsalla" (topicalities),
"ITl-ilistogeija COht il-Gherf", "Renjanti", "Minn Grajjiet Lrtna®
and "Ghal Ghong it-Triq" (voyages and Expeditions that made
Tistory).

Two other noteworthy documentaries covered the "impact
of Tourisn in Gozo", whilst "Tmenin Sena Hidma" marked the
80th Birthday on Octoher 10th of one of Malta's foremost
literary Tigures Gino Muscat Lzzopardi,

Discussions

and_Quiz Shows

Thieg ig yet another field where the immediacy and

o

flexrinility of radio continues to adgnt itself to the service

of the community,

Programme series are aimed at listeners of =211 walls

of 1ife and nudiences once ngoin zhowed their lowaliy fto o

-~

nregcribed form of transmiss decls with varioucs

steners were

ne opinions, views gnd advice of npeonle

getly lovoelved in the et matter, fLpart

B 1 @,‘Térvmr"‘ o SN am o ey
goucalioncs, DR LUNSTrY

tionzl csepects, these

C
the form of o discussion, talk or feature, get their
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authenticity from the first«hand knowledge and erperience
of those contributing to then,

“ain emphasis, during the nine months under review,
was on health and hygiene, social problems, farming, ccience
and technology, the metric system, house-pets, building,
house-decorating, the environment, arts and theatre, legal
problems and many other topics,

Series which deserve special mention were "lMfig=Sillabu
tal-Malti", 34 thirty-minute programmes for those preparing
to eit for higher exams in the Maltese Language, "3ieb Miftuh',
"Fejn Tnur il-Nald", "Infittxu Dak 1i Jghaggadna®, "Mid-Dinja
Taghna, "Madwarna", "Il-=Esieb Idur", and "Il-Bandla'

L guiz series titled "Il-Passaport" was boih informative
and entertaining, The prize at stake, an all-inclusive tour
of Paric and lice, atiracted a team of keen conpetitors and
the nain studio was filled to capacity with an appreciative
audience during all recording sessions,

traditicnel atiract the meajority of the listening =

11‘0 @

The different tvpes of interesis were diversified fo identify

Cable Zadio One as the 'Zdult'/'Midale of the Zoad! ond

ilet Undie Malte YUationnl/ C:

/

ble Hadio

Hogtolgiat outlet, v

y

The latter atatiorn exunloited The latest trernds in

rocik, disco, country, hil albums and eingles, whilst The
former cozntinued fto provide the more mature listener with

gvergreens, oldies, lighteclassic instrupmentals, cperettes,
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musical chows and recordings reminiscent of the era of the
'Big=2andg?!, Minor interests such as Jazz, folk and sirict

dance tenpo nusic were also catered for.

llaltese nmusic both traditional and pop was also
proninently featured and in collaboration with the Band
Clubs Association, weekly concerts by various nmusical societies
were Droadcast., Holy Week attracted some fifteen local bands
in performances of 'Funeral Marches' which were once again
transnitted over the two National Networks,

Tributes in the form of commemorative programmes were
given to Mro, Vincenzo Ciappara, lMro., Angelo Pullicino and lro,
Inton luscat Lzzopardi, Three foremost Maltese musical
directors and composers of band nmarches, who passed away
during 1979,

The inerease in the output of serious music Drogramnes

was meintained, Yandir Malta's library ¢f recorded nunic wan

further enriched by the latest repertoire and re-issuec of
previous nmasterpieces, Transmissions also featured high
a

cuality 'live performances’ made available by foreign stations,

“

Ponular and lesser Inown lyric operas were ITeciured

on both llational Networks during the period Lpril/Decesber 1679;
These incluled the latesy renditions of Glordanc’s "/ndres

Chenier?®, "Ln Hcheme’, "Monen Lsscaut", "Togea" nnd "Madame

Butterflyy by Puccini and "lLide’, "Othellc’, "Il Trocvatcre®
and "Higolette” by Verdi, TL'Oracelo’ by Franco L.eonl was

'mreniered’! on Zable Hadisc One in Julw,
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The centenary of the death of Lespighi was
comnenorated in June whilst a special concert featuring

the works of Benjanin Britten was broadecast in Decewrber,

Mario Lanza's death twenty years ago on October

7th, 1959 was also commemorated with a 60 minute ‘'specinl!,

Pianoforte recitals by local and foreign concert
performers were introduced to our programme schedules on o
weekly basis in Zpril 1979p

Botabklished concerts on lMondays, Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays covered almost the complete classical repertoire,

%iﬁegary Programﬂes

Daily readings in thirty minute episodes by Charles
Lrrigo and Twanny Scalpello are still rated very highly
whether the worlizs featured are in the contemporary or
traditional idiom, Ghostly, uncanny and nighimarish gtories
read by /nion Grasso, the author who is n specialist in this
ferrm of writing, also prompted a marked following and the
ever popular fifiteen ninuters,complete or serialiged continued
to =ttract o falr anount of listeners

Weekly programnmes produced in association with major
literery societies continued to flourish whilst = weelly

series aptly ftitled "Sermieghn Zittleba", was a source of

tigfaction for the up-and-coming authorg whoge

deest., These works were consiruciively

and liztexners alile,
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The successful series based on Maltese epics in
verse "Migrah il-Chana" was followed by an egually fruitful
seguence of programmes which featured biographies of well

xnown lMaltese poets and recitations of their verses,

Sport

Every endeavour was made to convey to the sporting
public all najor local and international events on the
enlendar, The listener is very choosy when it comes to
the mannerwiith which his favourite sport is dealt with
and expects immediacy, authenticity, impartiality and
acecuracy, “hese essential ingredients were already evident in
daily sporte programmes, week-end direct commentaries and
reportage be it foothall, waterpolo, horse-races; tennis,
dasketball, hockey, billiards, sailing, skiing, wind-surfing,
gyrmmastics, boxing, wrestling, judo, table=tennis or any other
conceivable sport at national, internaticnal, cludb or
individual level,

£11 clubs and asscciations were given their due and
full coverage was accorded to the wnriocus evenis organised

and staged by the Ministry of Sport,

Outsctanding hroadeasts during the nine months under

review were the lediterranean Cames transmissions by Jandir

Malta's commemtater in 3n1it, Yugoeslavia in £
ilations Cup Intermaticmal Toctball commentarien, the

International Tennis and ¥Waternclo Tournaments and the

owever Ll

bhowling Zoareatetsl Foothall finclis,

one nmenorable interview which deserves specicl mes
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told Valta that he had just become the World'ls Armateur
2illiarde Champion,

Thig was the immediacy of Radio at its best and
an example of the initiative which does credit to

professional broadcasters,

Drama
£ total of forty plays were broadcast during the
nine months under review, These included thrillers as

well as a number of lighi-hearted and social comedies,

Two of these plays were translations of Yugoslav
works which were nade available to Xandir Malta under the
current programme exchange agreement between non-aligned
broadecasting organisations, One of these radioplays "The
Order of the Paper Rose"” which had a strong anti-war thene,
was broadcagt fto coincide with the late President Tito's

official wvisit to Maltso in June 1979,

Three serialised plays were featured between fpril
and Decembexr 41979, of these the nost popular was an
adaptation of Eertha M, Clay's bestseller "3eyond Pardon’ -

Til=lehfra®,

Renent broadcasis of cormplete nlays were Jdiscontinueld
in Octcher and the scheduled times of broadeast were changed
from Sundays {original) and Thursdavs (repeat) to a singl

ot 1,00 o

iged prod
cortinued fo be rerpeated until stocks vanted., They

toc are now bteing aired once onlv, Ilowever ligtenero wers

given a Derus in Tecermber when o special Yuletide simenart



sericl was broadecast during Christmas week,

Changes made in the Drama broadcast schedules
provoked adverce reaction from listeners and Zandir Malta
is carefully examining the situation to decide whether
complaints justify reversing decisions taken in thic

regard, Drama broadcasts provided some 640 acting roles,

Outstanding Broadcasts

s G e mE M amw e TRE  me  aN e e

Hoteworthy transmissions were those which took place
on official visits of Heads of State. The visit of Jogerf
Tito of Yugoslavia at the beginning of June, /ihmed Sekoun
Toure of the lepublic of Guinea at the end of July and that

of Leopold Sedar Zanghor of Senegal in nmid-Hovenmber,

Direct broadcasts from Parliament pronpted nation-
wide interest and of special mention were the two debates,
one on foreign policy and the other on the budget which were
tranonitted 'live! on two consecutive eveninge on July “lsgt/
Lugust 18t and Hovenber 261th/27th respectively, Details on
the 1880 Budget, were alco broadcast direct from the Palace

on Hovemher 1Bth,

Tandir Malin was also honcured with her firgi-ever
Interzational fward for o radic production, waen Zandir
Meltals entry for the 1970 '"Pro ifusica’! Conpetition hosted

by Radic Pungary, was placed amongst the hest eight,

The treme for this cempetition was "Poritrait of
en Bninent Ferfeorrming /frtist?, Zandir Melta's documentary

titled "Maltalog Greatest fmbassador” was bhased con the caresr
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of tenor Oreste Chircop, and was built around authentic
recordings made available by the singer himself who also
contributed to the programme in person,

The producers, Charles Arrigo and Emmy Scicluna,
were awarded a plaqhe each, specially designed for the

occasgion by the famed Hungarian Sculptor Miklos Borsos,

The winning Maltese entry was distributed to many
other foreign radic siations besides being broadcast on
the local Hational and International networks,

Appeals fog Charity
The ALuthority continued to give its approval for the

customary appeal on hehalf of the Community Chest Fund on

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The appeal for 1979 brolie

all previous records and raised the sunm of £M12,000,

)

4.

Radio Twe (Music_Cervice,
Thic all-music service broadeast a wide-ranging
variety of progranmes to F,M, listeners on the 87,9 frecuency

in the 7ZF pand, Lo indicated earlier on in this report,

Tadio Malta Twoe was repleced by o modified International

.

service in December 1979,
Thilot functicning the outnut represemted:-

£8,07 Light and Popular Music
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lta Three (International)

Pricr tc the innovations which came into effect in
Decenber, thic station originated transmission in Italian
and Gnglish daily between 0900 and 1800, The Italian
service was on air from 0900 to 1400 whilst broadcasts in
the Znglish language followed from 1400 to 1800, £ high
percentage of productions were local whilst the remaining
air tine featured programmes which reached Zandir Malta

fron foreign Ttations,

Radio Malta International (modified)

A more extensive and comprehensive service was
introduced to VAF/¥M listeners in December 1979,

Programmes which are in Bnglish, feature a cross
section of transcripiioncs made available by foreign

ctotionn and an extrenmely L

. percentage of loecally
produced seriesc many of which are specially desdigned to
offer useful and interecting infermaticon to the ever
inereacing tourist npopulation, DJaily transmissions include
data on air traffic, rates of Exchange, a calendar cf
erents, time-tables of the Gozo ferry and Pleasure Crulses,

visiting Lours of Museums ond places of

—arking bhows
interest and an abundance ¢f advice and hints which visitors

oy e oy T 4 A - - -+
7111 urndoubtedly napprecioie,



£ daily newe service is broadecast as follows

2900 (sumnary)
1100 (summary)
1300 (full bulletin)
1600 (full bulletin)
1800 (summary)
1950 (summary)

Radio MYalta International transmits on 80,7 miz
in the VIF/FM Band from 0800 to 2000 daily,

Bxternal Jervices

"Malta Calling"

This 60-ninute weekly serwvice in English continued
to incorporate a digest of the week's Malta news, interviews
related to tonics of the nmoment, historical and touristic

nfornation internpersed with pusic, Responsge 13 negt
10

iz
encournging and letiers from listeners reach the stotion
from Gerrany, Finland, the U,Y,, Italy and even from the
£

‘merican Continent,

Tranonicsione are directed to lHorthern Europe
cn S670 Kz 84 meters din the short wave and take nlace
cn Caturdavs from 0700 tce 0800 GMT,

Aadio Mediterranean

o R mm G AW mN e s me am

errenean transpitsc for cnme heour Jally

at 1820 ST on

concurrently, thus providing extensive coverage of the

Wave end on the Short Wave

entire HMediterrsnean region and also, particularly on short-

wave beyond thigs region,
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dews Zulletinsg in Arabic, Znglish and Frencl of
ten minutes duration each are being broadcast together
with nmusic and four minutes of cultural information about
Mediterranean countries in each language to make up the

one-hour trancmission,

Radio Mediterranean was set up with the view of
bringing about a better understanding and closer collaboration
within the Mediterranean Region through the dbroadcasting of
balanced information compatible with the needs, culture and
way=0f-life of the people in this region and to ensure that
the information disseminated is factual and free of harmful
foreign influences,

Radio Mediterranean gives extensive coverage to news
and events from countries bordering the Mediterranean,

Cince Radio Mediterranean started transmissions,
reception reports were received from wvarious countries
including £1lgeria, Tungary, West Germany, England, Zact
Germany, Mauritiuwe, U,Z.4., Japan, Zambla, Hew Lealand,
Italy, Couwdi ifrabia and Libya, All the listeners reporied
good recention on hoth the Medium and Short Wawves and they

had faveourable comments about the programme content,

Havelengtha are as follows:-
Mediun: 215597 [Hz 19% neters

Short: 5060 kHz L0 meters
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News and Gurg@gt Affairs

The News and Current Affairs Division is an inportant
Section in any broadcasting organisation and this is no
exception to Fandiy Malta, The programme output of this
division is of particnlar importance to the &uthority in
view of its statutory obligations to maintain inpartiality,
balance and objectivity and it is mainly within thie sphere
of prograoning that these ideals must be translated into
practice, There were several instanees during the period
dnder review when the Authority had to draw attention to
lapsgs by this Section and it is vitally inmportant that the
Authority's warnings should not go unheeded unless credibility
18 not ic be undermined,

The period April to December 1979 was an active onec
for this Section and the preparation, production and precentation
of programmes was a continuous process wvhich reflects the tempo
of activity both locally and overseas, Various ioportant
events toock place during this period which received exiensive
news and current affairs coverage, JAmongst these eventes, the
following were of speoial significance.
i) The State visit of the late Yugoslav Presiden:

Josep Brog Tito;

ii) the unprecedented floods whith ocecurred in
October 1979:

iii) the Budget;
iv) Malta's participaticn in the Mediterranean Games;
v) the State visit of President Leopold Senghor;

vl) +the Commonwezlth Finenge Minlsters' Conference
whlch was held dn Malis;

vil) +the resignation of a Cabimet Minlster and the
consequent Cablnet changes,
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The list of personalities interviewed by this Section
was signilfilcant and varied. It included Michael Foot,
Deputy Leader of the British Labour Party; OStefan Doronski,
Vice President of the Yugoslav Presidium; the ex-Mayor of
London, Sir Kenneth Cork; the Russian imbassador to Malia,
Hikolai Lunkov; the former British High Commissioner, llorman
Aspin; Air lMarshall Hur Xhan, ex-Chairman of Pakistan
International Zirlines and Chridath Ramphal, the Commonwealth
Secretary General,

Foreign Hews

Various important international events took place
during the period under review and the 'Foreign News Desk!
of the Hews and Current Affairs Division of Xandir Malta had
1o adapt itself to the hectic tempo of these events particularly
when these affecied Malta's interests, To provide adecuate
coverage of these events, the Section made use of established
news agency services as well as those provided by developing
couniries, Foreign stations were also monitored to provide
useful material of additlonal interest,

The services provided hy VISHEWS were fully uiilised
to provide the visual element so essential to any televicion
service, Other filn material was obteined from the German
News Agency DPR,

inong the events which deminated the internzticnal
socensa during ipril - December, 1970 were the following:
The General Zlections in the U.X,, the fell of Tkyiab in
bustralia, the tregic destk of Lord Mounitbatten, the Rhodesila
Agreement, the Sumnmit meeting of non-aligned naltions which
wes held in Cuba, the upheevals in Iran, the Zusslan invasion
of Afghaniatan and the overseas visits of Pope John Paul II,



Digcussion Programnes

Discussion programmes play an important part in
forming public opinion, This sensitive area of programming
deserves careful attention to ensure fairness both in the
selection of participants and in the arrangements for a
juet Aistribution of the airtime available, CTome of the
most topical subjects discussed were: After the close down
of the military base; U,K. General Election; +the European
GBeononic Community; Should Women Work? Mikiel Znton Vasgalli
bird shooting; after the European elections; the water problen;
birth controly, changes in the rent law; the oil supply
problem; recognition of the Palestians; importation of
essential commodities; the worker student scheme; Tourism
in the eighties; OPEC neets again,

The weekly current affairs magazine "Malta u Lil Hinn
Minnha" was broadcast regularly on television and its
popularity was an encouragement to the coordirated group
effort put into its preduction by the news division, 4

catigfactory standard wac maintained,

There were several special editions of this programnme
tied to particular events, Iditions in docunentary fornm
included subiects such as the Emmmaﬂweaithg the Falestians
and the Z0th anniversary of the Prime Minister Jon UVinteff

ac Leader of the Malta Labour Pariv

her nrograpnes were Droduced ahoud a

HER

in Malte concerning Medilerranean Shinverds; the

ios evelopment

of tTourism; Telecenrurnilecati ons day and security =t the Ialta

Crydacks,
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Hews and Programmes in_English
The Hews and Current Affairs Division continued to
produce and present programmes on Hadio Malta International

hich in December 1979 changed to an all English language

ervice and expanded its broadcasting hours,

The programmes "People in the News" and "Malta
Calling" provided news coverage and interviews with various
personalities who visited Malta during this period, These
persconalities included Michael Foot; Stefan Doronski; Dr,
fnton Buttigieg; Sir Fenneth Cork; Professor David Boswell;

Linda Cheegenan {Miss Britain) and various others,

Ligt_of Drogrammes_produged by_the_llews & Current

Lffairg Division during 4pril-Decenber, 1979
Television
Mransnission Title ' Duration
Day and Frequency
endaye, Tuesdsys Mill=Pariapent?” 25 wminutes - thres
and Tednesdayvs *{”arliamemturv times weekly
deporte
Tonrsdava "Halta u Lll Einn
. Current
| ﬁW“aZiﬁej 28 minutes weelly
ion Prog,) 40 minutes _
Fortrnightly
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Trancmiscion Title Duration
Day i 1 and Frequency
lMonilays to Fridays Zersa Lejn® 20 minutes on
(Current Lffairs weekdays
progranme)
Caturdays with a '
repeat on Cundays "People in the Mews" | 15 minutes weslly |

liondays to Sundaygo "MMill=Gurnali’®
{ *{Zaitorial Review) 10 winutes daily

caturdays with a Discussion Programme { 30 minutes
repeat on Sundays ] fortnightly
cundays C "Mill-Abhbarijiet
tal-Cimgha (weekly
news round=up) 30 minutes weekly
- Sundays 1.,i1 Finn Mix-Xefaq" | 30 ninutes weeltly
' (Current Lffairs
progranne )
Jednesdays "Stharrig u Fehmiet" | 30 ninutes
(Discusszion Prog,) Tortnightly
Thuradays iPid=Dinja I1lunm® 15 minutes
(Current Affairs fortnightly
prograrme ) j
Mondayo with a 1 "Minn Xullinkien® 30 minutes
reneat on Tuesdays | (Curremt LEffsirs fortnightly
progranne
a
m:lenﬂn r]-rv
Veondays, Tuesdoys -
o TVegdnesdays

2.
Eo

rliarentary en g snd the Fewiew of the
WweTre Sus ,en19 fror the 1%tk Novenber, 1970,
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SCHOOL BROADCASTING

Sound and television broadcasts as approved by the

Cchool Broadcasting Zdvisory Committee (SBAC) were made up

as follows:
PRIMARY

Sound

v}

Years 1 -

Year 3

Year

4
Year 5
Year 6

6

Television

Years 1 =~ 2

Years 5 =k

Yeaxr 5

Tear

CECOIDARY
Sound

FPorms 1 - I1

Torms 11 - ¥

Television

“orp I
Foym I3
Form 111

Torm IV

TRADE SCICCLS

Stories/Civies & Musie
Stories/Civics, English/Music
Maltese - English - Civics - Science
Maltese = Znglish -« Civies - Science
Maltese « English - Civics = Science
Religion

Stories/Civics/Hature Study
Music & Drama
General Culture

Ceience = EInglish

Heligion

Zeiigion

Ceneral Culture
Geograniay
Cilvics

Civies/Careers

141
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Acting on a decision by the ZBAC, Primary Years 1
and £ were amalgamated for viewing purposes, as were Years
% and &, This decision meant that the ‘nunber of programmes
viewed by each of the groups would be doubled,

The SBAC also decided that a new ENGLISII series for
Year & should be produced and transmitted, in addition to
a ney SCIENCE series for the same pupils,

7ith regard to television for Secondary Jchools it
wac decided to produce a new GEOGRAPIY series for Form I1II,
This would be related to the syllabus and shown later in
the scholastic year to serve as revision for work done in

clasgo,
Two new series were alsc produced - one for Forms IIT
shown in Term 1 and amnother for Forms IV transmitted betwsen

October and January,

~ Programnmes for Forms 111 had the folleowing titles:

1, Jdien u 1=-Fanilja
2, dJdien u 1=-Xonmunita
%, Is=0ahha Taghna

o

-, <oghol Veoelentarju

5. Jien u 1-Ligid

Gy, Lesobient uw Xif Jaffettwana
7. I1i=Wirt Haturall

8, Il=Yirt Uazzicnall

G ia tem~=Yoghol I

N

10, Id=Dinia tam=Zoghol
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Programmes for Forms IV were made up of 2 units,

Unit One counsisting of 6 programmes had the

following titles:

E

w

B W A
.

\Ji
.

)
s

WY
@

@

Ut
£

(92

It

generally wel

Malta £il-0alba tal-Mediterran
Malta Depubblika

Zostituzzj oni Denckratiks

Kif Jimxi 1-Pajjiz

Drittijiet u Dmirijiet

Malta parti mid-Dinja
six programnmes in Unit Two were as follows:

Fein HMahdem

¥i Jkunu l=Progpetti

Dhul u Tahrig

L-Effett tax-Foghol Fug HFajti
Il-Twalita tax-Xoghol

cien u 1=0hrajn

can 2e said that the new programmes have been

1 received., Teachers comrenied favourahly on

the content ap well a3 on the presentation,

1
The

-

Zehools Trcadeasting Organiser and his two

srincinal assistanto are erplovees of the Broadessting

fathority who are ceconded to Tandir Malta,



5%
Aopendix I

PLRTY POLITICAL PROGRAMMES

2Jehates

date Participants Subject

6 Ipril Hon, Joseph Brincat (MLP) "Rajna f'idejna®
Mr, George Lgius (MLP)

Ton, CGuido De Marco (NP)
Hon, George Bonello Dupuis (NP)

18 liay Fon, Zddie Fenech fdami (NP) "Il-bzonn ta'lltjesta
Fon, George Donello Dupuis (NP) 1i johrog mir-rapport
Yon, Joseph Cassar (MLP) dwar il-3Bulk Buying"®
Ton. Joseph fbela (ILP)

& July Eon, Lgatha Barbara (MLP) "Partit Socjalista -
Ton, Danny Crenona {MLP) Partit tas-Servizzi
fon, Louis Galea (IP) Socjald®
Zlon, Michael £, Refalo (NP)

17 fuguct Zon, Ugo Vifsud Zonnici (1IP) TT1=Politika tale
Ton, lichael Falzon (1IP) Gvern dwar 1-

Ton, WTistin £beln (MLP) Edukazzjoni®
Ton, Philip Fuscat (MLP)
21 Zeptenbver Ton, Deno Calleja (11LE) "Malta fid-dinja
Mr George fgius (MLP) tal=lur"
“on, Cecrge Zonellec Jupuis (IIP)
Tern, L1l%ert Borg Clivier
de Puget (ITP)
b tnl

lwircidenti tal-
15 tnt Dttubruy




Press Conferences

Date Participants
20 April Hon, Ugo Mifaud EBonnici (NP)

Mr Joe Canilleri

27 July Hon, Joseph Cassar (MLP)
Zon, Joseph Sciberras

5 October Hon, Louis Galea (MP)
Mr Purtu Selwvatico

Political Conferences

i June Yon, Philip Muscat (MLP)
Zlon, Joseph Saliba

15 June Ton, Louis Salea (UP)
My Purtu Celvatico

24 jugust Zon, Lorry Sant (MLP)
Zon, Joe Debonc CGrech

7 Septenber Zon, €uido De Marce (1IP)
Zon., fnton Tabone

16 Hewvenber Ton. Tincent Moran (MLF)

Tellem

i i ks

q gy Yaite Labour Farty

g 1y Hetionalist Party
1€ Oetober ialta Lokour Party

“0 Hovenmber Hationalist Party

Subiect
"Il=Partit llazzjon-
alista Partit tale
Popliun®

"Gvern 1i dejjen
illegisla fl-ahjar
interessi tal=Poplu”

"Il=haddiena jridu
bidla®

"LeBdukazzjoni -
Orizzonti Godda®

AR I

1T jolgtolr dte
tibdil filepensjoni®

"Ghal Malta Gdida:
Progetti ta! Svilupp
mill«Gwvern Zocjalista®

T1lePenlu momehbe! -
hennm boonn Bidlaty

e, ~
"HServisnd bagel

ghall=nonliu zellu®




FILLYSIC OF TELEVISION PROCRAMMES

55,

Avpendix IX

Table L,

Ereakdown of all Television Prograrmmes

Weekly

Average Tours

1979

1978/79

1979

1978/79

Hews & Magazine
Prograrmmes

Talks & Discugsions

Political Broadcasts

Ministerials & Zight
of Heply

Farliamentary ILeports

Jocumentaries

FTeature [Films

Religion

Cchools

Ldult Education

Children's Progranmes

Ceries Adventure/Classics

Jamiily Comedy

Teriety & Slows

Zrana

Arts £ Litersture
Cerioun IMasie 2 Zallet
Folln Musgic

Cports

fdvertising

Fizscellaneous

6.7

o7
o

.04

.8
3.3
b,3

16.4
1,0
1.3

6.5

1.7

.63 .8 "5 2
1,15 1,1 2,8 Ca'l
. 86 -9 2,1 2.2
5.52 5.3 13.4 1%.0
Sﬂ{)? Ea‘l 12@3 --5911
1.75 1.5 4.3 a7
j.«m:n iaﬁ 4”,,8 ;::ﬂp
@9’3- aBlff z:,g.g ,:ﬁa“‘:?
242 .6 1.0 1.5
.22 .6 o5 2.5
2,06 2 8 5.0 2.0
2,53 2.5 6.¢ 5,0
2,76 2,2 6.7 B
1,04 1,01 2.5 2.4
Sem oo

40,99

T g

gl
[N
32
S

L“ - B ’/




ANALYOIS OF RADIO PROGRAMMES

Appendisx

Table 1, Breakdown of Cable Radio One

Weekly
Average Hours

@

1979

1978/79

1979

b=
D
w3

@
~
~J

llews & Magazine
Programmes

Talks & Discussions
Political Broadcasts

Ministerials and
Right of Zeply

Teligious Broadcasts

Zchools

£Qult Education

Children's Progranmes:
Informative

Interteinnment

Pleys, Cerislc & Maltese
Headingo
Jariety

Tudzzes X Panel Cames
Zports

Cerious Muscic
Light/Popular Imeic
“Tomen's Prograpmen

Others

18,86
6,18
.31

743
1.20
6.06

9.15
?!997

18,71
6.21
» 31

6.71
1.22
5.6%

1,33
1,00

9.19

Ut

(I8N

9~ 1o y "

ooy &l f o £l Zog - Sy
8,60 8,37 -0 7.9
48,00 | 40,23 Lo I,
3,70 3.61 3 L0
h,7% 52953 4,0 .9
146,173 116,84 106,70 LO0GL0
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Table 2, Sreakdown of Cable Radio Two/Radio Malta Cne

Weekly

S,

,._
g
D
%
)
)
—
N
by

5]
&5}
[l
[
a3
o
G
Lx)
]

o2
=
6]
=]
B
(0]
[&]

Political Zroadcasts

Hinisterials & Zight
of Peply

Religious ZEroadcasts
Schoels
Ldult Education

Children's Programmes:
Informative
Entertainment

Plays, Cerialc & Maltese
Readings

Variety

£,

"unizzes Panel Canes
Cports

Cerious lMusic
Light/Popular lusic
Tlomen's Programmes

Others

kLverage Liours i
1979 l1978/79 1979 | £978/79
18,61 19,63 15,2 18,6
5.36 1,66 2.7 L%
931 031 n3 a"’
1.25 1,61 1,0 1.4
1.99 1,09 1,6 +9
2 30 033 a3 s
4,02 4,0k %as 4.2
2,68 2,40 2,2 ZaD
3‘941 3%‘77 -1@8 2@,9
81.8% 86,73 66,8 68,8
3,00 %.00 2,5 2,4
1,56 1,54 1.7 2.1
182,41 | 126,00 105, 1 10C.70
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Breakdown of Hadio Malta Twe

Weekly i
Average Fours ! %

1979 1978/79 1979 | 2978/79

News & Magazine
Programmes 1,12 1,47 1.0 o0

Serious Mugic 13,04 13,02 11,7 10,3
Light/?opular Music {1 96,95 1;1.81 87.,% 88,8

114,11 126,00 100,0 1¢0,0

Table 4, Breakdown of Radio Malta Three/International
Lverage Iours 2

1979 | 1978/79 | 4979 | 1978/79

News & Megazine 5.95 | 5,82 8,4 3.3
Programnes

| Tallrs & Diccussions 2,90 2,50 L, 4 Z.6
Zeligious Srocdcasts .26 .25 Wk st
Adult Tducation % .67 NS L2l
FPlavs and Zerials 1,31 | .51 1.8 2
Serious lMusic 4,2% 5.26 6,00 7.5
Light/Populer Music 54,71 54,00 77.C 771
Ylomen's Frogranmes - 08 - .l
. Cthers 1.2% .51 1,7 1.7
741,00 70.00 1¢G,0 l 00,0




Table &5,

\Jt
0
&

Sreakdown of Aadio Malta Three/International

(Locally Produced)

Weekly

Lverage Zours #
1979 | 1978/79 1979 1878/79
News & Magazine

Programmec b4t L1k 6.2 Es9
Talks & Digcussions L - .1 -
| Zdult Education .33 .50 .5 i
Serious Music 2,14 1.88 3.0 2.7
Light/Popular Music | 47,61 47,09 67,0 67.%
Others 1,15 .91 1,6 1.%
55,68 54,52 78,4 77,9
Foreign Material 15.3%2 15,48 21,6 08,7
741,00 70,00 1006,0 103,¢
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BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

(Constituted under Ordinance XX of 1961)

ACCOUNTS

31st DECEMBER, 1979

Page 61,

62a

63a

64 & 65

Schedule 1.

Report of the Auditors

Balance Sheet

Income and Expenditure Account
Notes to the Accounts

Expenditure on Prescribed Programmes
Administration Expenses

Changes in the Cash Position

Changes in Net Working Capital Position
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REPORT OF THE AUDITORS
TO THE MEMBERS OF
THE BOARD OF THE BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

We have examined the annexed Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure
Account which are in agreement with the books and records kept by the
Authority and have obtained all the information and explanations which
to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for the purposes
of our audit. Proper books of account have been kept, so far as appears

from our examination thereof.

In our opinion and according to the information and explanations given
to us, the said Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account, read
in conjunction with the notes thereon, give respectively a true and

fair view of the state of affairs of the Authority at 31st December, 1979
and of the deficit for the period ended on that date.

(Signed)

Diamantino, Manfre! & Co
Certified Public Accountants

Valletta Buildings
South Street
Valletta

Date: 22nd April, 1980.




BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

(Constituted under Ordinance XX of 1961)
PATANCE SHEET
AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1979

Notes
FIXED ASSETS 1 & 2
CURRENT ASSETS 3
CURRENT LIABILITIES 4
Financed bys
GRANTS
GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 6

Less:

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

-~ Adverse Balance

Signed on behalf of the Authority

C, MONTEBELLO (Signed)

EREEEEERENEEEEEREEELELE RN

CHATRMAY

AaTa ELLUL (Sigred)

AR VDA DIFTAADLAGADADADAT A D DD

SECRETARY

Page 62,

31,12,79 31.3.79
£M £M £M

4,572 5,725

7,623 7,573
(93,116) (76,576)
(85,493) (69,003)

(80,921) (63,278)

16,960 16,960

35,339 35,127

52,299 52,087

(133, 220) (115,365)

(80,921) (63,278)

The notes on pages 94 & 65

forr part of these accounts




BRCADCASTING AUTHORITY

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE PERIOD FROM

1st APRIL TO 31st DECEMBER, 1979

INCOME
Governmment Contributions from Licence Fees
Licence Fees from contracts
Ground Rents

Bank Interest

EXPENDITURE
Prescribed Programmes (Schedule 1)
Incurred on Sound Broadcasts

Incurred on Television Broadcasts

Administration Expenses (Schedule 2)

Cost of Fixed Assets acquired during the year
Shortfall in respect of prescribed programmes

Profit realised on Sale of Fixed Assat

DEFICIT FOR PERIOD/YEAR

ADVERSE PALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD
FROM PREVICUS YEAR

PRIOR YEAR ADJUSTMENTS

DEFPICIT CARRIED FORUARD

Page 63,

1.4.79 to | 1.4.78 to
—31.12-79 _31°3i79
£M £M

28,500 50, 835
563 751

27 51

207 188
29,297 51,825
(2,528) (3,349)
(6,011) (7,864)
(8,539) (11,213)
(20,690) (27,519)
(29,229) (38,732)
68 13,093
(212) (524)
(17,711) (23,787)
- 10
(17,923) (24,301)
(17,855) (11,2C8)
(115,3€5) (95,273)
- (8,884)

(115,365)

(133,220

(104,157)

(115,365)
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BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
NOTES TO THE ACCQUNTS
31st DECEMBER, 1979

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Depreciation of Fixed Assets.,
Depreciation is calculated to write offlthe cost of the assets over
their estimated useful lives on a straight line basis at the rates

shown below:

Freehold Land Nil
Furniture, Fittings and

Office Equipment 20 - 10%
Technical Equipment 25%
Studio Equipment 20%
Motor Vehicle 20%
Radio Malta - '

Furniture and Fittings 35 - 20. - 10%

Studio and Technical Equipment 25 - 20 - 10%

Debtors
Known Bad Debts are written off and provision is made for amounts known

to be doubtful of recoverya.

2. FIXED ASSETS

31.12.79  31.3.79

Cost Depreciation Net Net
£l £ £M £
Freehold Land 655 - 655 655
FPurniture, Fittings and
Office Bguipment 8,257 7,151 1,062 1,195
Technical Equipment 10,694 10,631 €3 104
Studic Equipment 8,119 83119 = -
Motor Vehicle 1,624 1,542 82 325
Radio Malta -
Furniture and Fittings 1,438 1,366 72 106
Studie and Technical
Equipment 16,9¢€3 17,325 2,€38 3,340
50,746 46,174 4,572 5,725
31.3.79 50,535 44,810
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BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS
31st DECEMBER, 1979

3. CURRENT ASSETS

31.12,79 . 31.3.79

£M £M
Debtors and Prepayments 804 4,380

Less:
Provision for Bad and Doubtful Debts - 1,567
804 2,813
Cash in Hand and at Bank 6,819 4,760
7,623 74573
4, CURRENT LIABILITIES

£M £M

Creditors and Accruals © 93,116 76,576

Included in Creditors and Accruals is an amount of £M103,907
(31.3.79 - £M86,196) representing the Authority's Liability
arising’out of Broadcasting Agreements for shortfalls in amounts

payable towards the improvement of programmes.

5. GRANTS
These represent grants of Technical Equipment received from foreign

Organisations,

€. GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS
These relate to Contributions from Wireless

Licence fees and are made up as follows:
31.12.79, 31.3.79

£M £
Amourts applied for capital
nurpcses to date 33,876 33, 664
Provision for loss or damage
to films on hire 1,4€3 1,4¢€3
5,339 35,127
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BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES

FOR THE PERIQD FROM

1st APRIL TO 31st DECEMBER, 1979

Audit Fee
Depreciation

Furniture and Fittings

Office Equipment

Motor Vehicle
Duty Visits Abroad
Entertainment and Hospitality
Gratuities
Honoraria to Members
Professional Fees and Expenses
Mainteﬁance and Repairs
Membership Fees -~ International Organisations
National Insurance Contributions
Postages, Telegrams and Telephones
Rent
Rentals of Wired Sound and Television Sets
Stationery
Staff Superannuation Scheme
Subscripticons to Newspapers,; etca
Sundry Expenses
Transport
Wages and Salaries
Water and Electricity

Religious Broadcasting Honoraria

Less:

Amounts charged against prescribed programmes:

5.7% {Schedule ‘l)

Sound Broadrasts -

Televisicn Broadcasts - "4,3% (Schedule 1)

1 a4‘n79 to

31.12.79

£M
350

150
158
243
776
192

1,205
651
135

2,966
736
645

1,125

50
328
948
147
186
223

14,093
256

300

25,863
(1,474)
(3,€699)

Schedule 2,

1@)4«:78 to
31.3.79

£M
350

255
254
325
451
193
462
1,750
611
172
3,696
812
1,251
1,325
68
366
1,664
140
319
200
19,148
167
400

34,399



Schedule 3,

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

~ CHANGES IN THE CASH POSITION
FOR THE PERIOD FROM

1st APRIL TO 31st DECEMBER, 1979

1@4079 to ‘|a4z78 to
311279 31.3.79
£M £M £M
Funds became available during
the year as follows:
Government Contributions 28,500 50,835
Sundry Income 797 990
29,297 51,825
and applied to meet
Expenditure on
Prescribed Programmes 8,539 11,213
Administration 20, 690 27,519
(29,229) (38,732)
leaving a balance of Income
over Expenditure of 68 13,093
From this balance is deducted
Purchases of Fixed Assets 212 514
Provisions for amounts payable in
respect of prescribed programmes 17,711 23,787
(17,923) (24,301)
Leaving a net deficit for the year of (17,855) (11,208)
The Deficit is decreased by
Decrease in Debtors 2,009 709
Increase in Creditors 1€,540 22,964
Retained Depreciation 1,365 2,366
Prior Years? Adjustments - (8,884)
16,914 17,755
Tezving & ret cash surnlus for the vear cof 2,089 5,947




Schedule 3 Conts,

~ BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

CHANGES IN THE CASH POSITION (Continued)
FOR THE PERIOD FROM

1st APRIL TO 31st DECEMBER, 1979

The Net Cash Surplus for the year effected the Authority's Liquid Funds

as follows:

Cash and Bank
Balanceés as at

194.79 to 10‘4078 to
31.3.79 31.12.79 31.12.79 31.3.79

£M £M £M £M
Bank Savings Account 2,907 6,613 3,706 2,723
Current Account 1,851 188 (1,663) 3,248
Cash 2 18 16 (24)




BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES IN NET WORKING CAPITAL POSITION

FOR _THE PERIOD FROM
1st APRIL TO 31st DECEMBER, 1979

Cash Surplus for the year (Schedule 3)

Decrease in Debtors

Increase in Creditors

Decrease in Net Working Capital

2,009
16,540

Schedule 4,

1.4.79 to 1.4.78 to
31.12.79 3123.79
£M £M
2,059 5,947

709
22,964
16,490 17,726






