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INTRODUCTORY

The need for public supervision and control of
the broadcasting system is widely recognised and beyond
guestion, In Malta, this responsibility is vested in the
Broadcasting Authority which is a statutory body set up
in 1963, The futhority's existence which is synopynous
with the principle of editorial independence in broadcasting
was enghrined in the 1964 Independence Comstitution, It was
affirmed again in the Government's Development Plan and was
finally cemented into the foundations of Malitese media life
by the 197% Constitution of the Hepublic of Malta which
received the approval of the overwhelming majority of
Parliamentarians from both sides of the House of Representatives.

The Constitution states categorically that "there shall
be a Broadcasting Authority for Malta." (see Appendix I),
The Chalrman and Members of the Authority are appointed by
the President of the Republic acting in accordance with the
advice of the Prime Minister given after he has consulted
the Leader of the Opposition, The Constitution precludes
Yinlsters, Farliamentary Secretaries, members of or cendldates
for election to, the House of Representatives and public
officers from being appolinted meobers of the Authority.
Turthermoere, a member may be removed from offlce by the
President acting on the advice of the Prime Minister only
for inasbility to discharge the functions of his office or
for mlsbeheaviour, The legilslators’intention to safeguard
the position of the Authoriiy and to ensure that brosdecacting

continues to develop democratically and on non-partisen lines
ol

is further brought out by the Constituitional definition of
the Authority's main function, This is to enmsure impartialily
in respect of matters of political or industrisl controversy
or relating to current public policy., An assoclated function
of the futhority is o failrly apportion facilities and time

&

hetween persons belonging to different political partles,
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Other functions and duties are placed om the Authority
by the Broadcasting Ordinance, This legislation, enacted in
1961, requires revision since it has been glaringly obvious
for many years that a number of weaknesses exist which must
be corrected by amending legislation. For instance, the
financial clauses in the Ordinance are meaningless, The
povwers conferred.on the Authority are negative in character
and several other provisions of the Ordinance are not in
keeping with the spirit of the Constitutional prowisions on
broadcasting.

The provisions of the Broadcasting Ordinance relating
to the responsibilities of the Authority in the entire sphere
of radio and television broadcasting are translated in the
Broadcasting Agreements (also entered into in 1961) as powers
and rights of the LZuthority over its Contractor = The Telemalta
Corparation with Xandir Malta am its broadcasting division,
These Agreements too are outdated and in some sections
incperative, Tor example, under the terms of the Agreements,
the futhorlty could produce 1lts own programmes and should
gpend in each financial year the sum of &£4%5,000 om radio
and televigion programming. These financial provisions give
the Authority a much closer interest in programmes and the
means to contribute positively towards programme improvements
but with the reorganisetion of broadcasting in 1975 funds for

thils purpose cezsed 10 be aveilable and the Authority reverted
to 1ts eoriginal role of a purely superviscry and r%gﬁﬁaiﬁyy
vody charged with safeguerding genersl broadeesting ctandards

on behalf of the public,
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In thiz role, the Authority confipes liself to laying

down policy and seeing that its policy is implemented - by
indication and cooperetion preferably, by enforcement if
necessary. Guidelines asre issued from time to time and these



FROFILE OF THE YIIAR

The Members of the Authority

By Government llotice Ho,577 published in the
Government Gazmette of 27th 0btobez‘1975, the President of
lMalta, acting on the advice of the Prime Minister, in
accordance with the provisions of Section 121(2) of the
Conotitution, appointed the following to be members of
the Authority:

Mr Godfrey Craig - Chairnan
Mr Renald Dalli

YMr Nicholas Debono

Dy Albert Manche, LL,D,

Mr Richard Matrenza, D.Pol,Econ, (0xon,)
F,R. Econ.3,

The appointments were for a period of one vyear
commencing from the 18th October, 1978. The Constitutional
provigions on broadcasting specify that the term of
appointment to the office of member of the Authority mav he
for a periocd of up to five years. It is further provided
in vhe Constitution that a member of the Authority shall not,
within a period of three years commencing with the dav on
which he last held office s a member, be eligible for

appolnitment to or act in env public office,

Dr., Gerald Montanaro Gauci, LL.D

@
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Chailrpan of the J/uthority, retired in October 1978, on the
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expiry of hig term of office. ¥He had occupled this pest Ffor
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From fpril 1978 to larch 1979 the Authority met for

nineteen gescions, Throughout this period, the Authority's
wecretary was lMr Lntoire Iilul,

“he futhority's Stalf

Buring the year under review, the Authority's trained
staii continued to be depleted due to the resignation, on
enigration, of its EHead of Programme Services, Internal
arrengenents were nade by the Authority to fill the reculting
vacancy on a provicional basis., At the end of the year, the

"

total number of staff, employed by the Authority was ten of

which three are fully occupied on programme monitoring duties,

The effect of the /suthority's reduced activities had
been Telt circe 1975 when the Luthority ceaced to bhe directly
involved in preogramme production and this responsibility wac
centraliced within andir Malta, Dince its inception, the
lvthority had always sromoted the production of public
cervice programmes and, over the yvearsg, it had built up a
nucleuc of trained otoff for this purpose, This included
tle Techoole Zroadcacting Tnit which wac also transferred en
macce to Jandir Malta in 1975, Tlowever, oince the personnel
wliio mele up this Tnit were originelly recruited on a contractusl
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In Jenuvary, 1979 the Authority’s staff signed &z szlaries
reorganisation Agreement which concluded negotiations
protracted over a five-year period and which in effect
extended to the Luthority a salary structure similar to
analogous grades in the Civil Service, The Agreement wiick
was signed on behalf of the Government by the Minister of
Development was the firat phase in a conplex exercise with
arrears backdated to February 1974, Total arrears paid out
to the 4uthority's existing and former staff amounted to
£Mi2,885, FPhage two of this exercise should deal with
propexr job evaluation and the determination of a new

csalaries structure accordingly.

The Authority's office premises at Blata 1-Bajda are
pnuch too large and uneconomic to retain in terms of aciual
opace requirements, The Housing Authority and the Lands

Department have been asked to help in locating suitable

alternative office accomnmodation,

Vindsterial Broadcasts

There weo one Ministerial broadcast during the year,
Thic took place on the 17th May, 1978 and was delivered by

the Ton, Danny Cremona, M,P, then Minister of Industry,
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fgriculture and Fisheries., The broadcas
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television and lesgted for approximetely six widnutes., The
Minister gpoke on Government measures relating
tLEricen Swine fever which a2t the time, had afflicted the
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Ministerial broadcasts are availed oi at the Government's
discretion gsubject to a maxinum annual airtime of 240
ninutes., There is no right of automatic reply to these
broadcasts bul the Authority congiders on its wmerits each
case for a reply which nmust be submitted in writing within
forty-eight hours of the original Ministerial broadcast,
During the year, the Authority rejected a request by ML -
The Medical Union to reply to a broadcast delivered on the
30th March, 1978 by the Minister of Health and Environnent,
The request for a reply was submitted to the Authority on
the 9th May 1978,

Ministerial broadcacts are regulated by set guidelinec
which were reproduced in previous reports. In April 1978,
the futhority wrote to the Adninistirative Secretary to
establish a further guideline in its policy on such broad-
cacts, This was to the effect that except when important
circunstances otherwise require, Ministerial broadcasis
will not talte place on the same day that a party political
broadeast ig scheduled for transmission, This arose from
the fact that last vear a 60-minute party political broadcast
was Tollowed by a 45-minute Ministerial broadcast and thio
upset the balance in the day's prograpmne output. The
Government and the Opposition party - the latter had

conplained about ithis case -~ were informed about the remediszsl

action itaken by the Luthoriiy to prevent as nmuch as possil

e

Yuture similsr ocourrences.
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Hationalict Party. ©Legal action had been telen following
the /uthority's rejection of a claim for the right of

reply. In its judgement delivered on the 9th October,

1978, the Court rejected the Opposition's claim for

redress since it wac held that, comsidered in i{s entirety,
the Prime Minister's broadcast did not exceed the linits

of tolerance especielly when a certain degree of laotitude
should be allowed in such broadcasts to the nation in so

far as Government activity during the'year was concerned,
The Court further held that it did not gee anything wrong

in references to what had been done over a period of

years during the speaker’s administration especially whaen
unnecessary flattery is not resorted to during the broadcast,
In its judgement the Court further stated that a reply
would have been justified if the Prime Minister had compared
his Ldminictration’s achievenents with what had been done

during previous Ldministrations,

Party Political Broadcasts

“he apportionment of the ennual series of Party
Political Broadcasts is governed by the support geined
hy the Parties at the last General Zleciion., Detailed
arrangements, on the basic of time offered by the Luthority,
are made each vear in consultation with the political
parties represented in Parliament. These arrangemenic are

reproduced as an appendixz to this report,
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Programme Malts Mationalist
Labour Party

Party

a) Precoc Conferences 2 x 60 minutes 2 = 60 ninutes
b) Political Conferences % x 60 " 3w GG "
1 x 40 b
¢) Political Debates L ozooyg o 4 x LY n
d) Party Productions 2 x 15 i 2 w15 7
1 x A¢ #

The Authority, it will be noted, undertakes Tull
regspongsibility for these broadcasts, This includes their
organisation, allocation, production and direction, legal
vetting, etc, In terms of the Broadcasting Agreements between
the Authority and its Contractor, these are prescribed
programnes provided by the Authority, The Luthority accordingly
pays its Contractor for the airtire employed and for the Contractor!=s
technical facilities made svailable for the trancmisoion of these

Programnnies,

On the whole, this series of Party Politicel Droadcastiso
proceeded smoothly. The Authority's Legal Advicers nininised
the occagional friction caused by the desire of perticipants o

express thengelves in terms nore exuberant than that pernitted

bv lew, Towever, desuite these gcautionary measures. certain
o ] f & 3

programmes gave risge to libel actions in which those responsible
for the brosadcasting medis were needlessly involved, Was

fact that Cection 23(d) of the Press Let) 1974 renders
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which form part of schenes approved by the Authority or

in other broadacstsc of a strictly political nature in which
the remedy of an authorised reply is inwolwved. In making
repregsentations about the matter to the Minister of Justice,
the Luthority wrote that whilst it was logical and adyizcible
for an aggrieved party to institute legal. proceedings against
the percon directly responsible for any offending words or
gtatenents, it ip difficult to justify similer proceedings
being taken in such cases against "the nanager or other
person recponseible for the broadcasting medium from which

the broadcast was made"., These representations were nade to
Government at the time that amendments to the Press Aect, 1974
were being debated in Parliament but, unfortunately, the
proposal put forward by the Authority was not included with

the other amendnents,

During the course of the year the Movement of United
Teachers and MAM - the Medical Union applied to the futhority
on separate occasiong for the grant of the right of renly to
certain statements nade in party peolitical broadcacts, heoe
requesto were not enteviained, These broadeacts are meant fo
serve the interests of the politicel parties represented in
Parliament. The Aunthority exercices no contrel over ithe
contente of these programnmes other than to ensure that they
couply with the provisions of the law aznd any one party nev

ntilize time at its disposal io reply ito any of the procedin;
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brozccaste, The Authorit cheme of broad-
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publicicing its views on matters of political and national
importance. The Authority did not accede to this request
ag, amongst other things, 1t ran counter to its consistent
policy of allocating airtime Tor party political broadcasts
on the basis of Parliamentary representation and in
accordance with Parliamentary strength, The Communist Party
is not represented in Parliament,

The Sound of Parliament

In last year'!s report the Authority commented favourably
on Parliament's decision to allow the first direct radio
transmiceion of a session in which the Prime Minioter and
the Leader of the Opposition participated. On the 6tk
November, 1978 Parliament again exercised its pmerorctive
thils time to allow the television cameras within the
precincts of the House for a direct transmissilon of a debate
on Malta's foreign policy., This was followed on two other
occasions - the 27th and 28th January 1979 = when Parliament
was recorded and a deferred transmission took place on radio
and Cable radio only. These broadcasts were in connection
with the Budget and the Prime Minister and the Leader of
the Opposition took part.

To many broadcasters, the case for judicicus Parliamentary
broadcasting is evident. The case for television isg that it
would enable the public to see theildr political leaders in
their own w&rgiag surrcundings and not just in contrived
studio settings. If skilfully done and this hes been the
caae so far - broadcasting the proceedings of Parliament

will add to the nation's understending of the way in which

it is governed and of the problems facing fthose who govern 1
This area of broadcasting bas the potential to contribute to

the evolution of a more fully informed Parliamentary denocracvy,



Programne Monitoring

D

The ‘iuthority has Dbeen

%

nga

6

ed in the monitoring ol
cet up in 1961, &

rionitor's Tirst and main tagk is to watch or listen to the

programmes virtually since it waes
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progremmec and offer a record of the selected programie zrea
concerned, logging any untoward incident - a breakdown, a
change in schedule, an apparent breach of the Broadcasting
Ordinance or of the guidelines issued by the Authority., It
ic throughout a reporting function rather than an executive
Tunction and between the monitoring report and any action

or reaction by the futhority there is a necessary and
careful process of checking and evaluation of the original
renort and of the programme concerned, This notwithstanding,
the role of the programme monitors is one of very special
vesponsibility since they act as the eyes and ears of the
futhority, Thanks to then the Authority is in a position

to erercise vigilance over nrogremmes and to take remedial action

whan Necessayry.,

Two main gqualifications are needed, Firstly, o

rnowledge of the requirements of the Breadcasting Ordircr:
= i

for the ohservance of which the Authority is responoilble

and secondlv, sensitivity of taste and soundness of judgement.

L.

The first aualificetion is an acguired profesgsional one U7

it 1o uzeleoo without the second which might be descrided ao
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The Authorilty's relationship with Xandir Malta ray,
at tines, have suffered because of the contents of thece
reports which are regularly wmade available to the Contractor
It is realised thiat this cystenm is not perfect and efforts
vere being wmade at the end of the year to set up consultative
programme committees to supplement the reports and to create
o more harmonious atmosphere where the production function and
the supervisory function could be exercised as a joint effort
rather than in isolation, Lively day-to-day communication
between the Authority and Zandir Malta during which the
futhority inmprecsec on the Contractor its awareness both of
the defects and of the excellencies of the programme outpui

ic considered escential for the improvenent of standards.

Programme Policy

The Broadcasiting Authority is a public organisation which

acts within the provicions of the Broadcasting Ordinance and

the Congtitution, There is a two-tier svstem of prograrrme
ws -~ S}
control which derives Trom ithe Ordinance iteself - 1that i wo

say, from the requirement that programmes broadcast by the

futhority are to be provided not by the Autherity but by 2

mL

Contractor - Handir lMalite which is o division of the Teloer- .

i
Corporation, But the suthority has the ultimete responsivcilizy

o

for everything trancmiited and it is this fact upon wl

cenpulitation and nolicy decisions ig based,
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in the year, the Department of Information requested Jandir
ilalta to mount a series of programmes on the refoxrnm of
tertiary education., The reform itself was the subject of
controversy and the programmes were neant to provide
information on the worlkings of the newly introduced sycten,
When the necessary details were provided, the Authority wac
not satisfied with the arrangements and requested modificationsg
which were congidered necessary in the public interest and in
the interests of balance and impartiality and were neant to
engsure wider and adequate representation of those sectors
interested in the reform of higher education, After come
initial difficulties had been dealt with, the Authority's

directives were carried out.

fdvance consultation between the Authority and Xandir
Malta at the prograwme planning gtage is essential if
subseguent difficulties are to be avoided, Certain public
gectors which from time to time request access to the broad-
casting media are not fully aware of the Authority'c legal
ohligations and tend 1to reguest the production of programmes
without due regard to these obligations, 4 case in noint was

7

7 A
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the series of prograrmmes organised in connection with the %igi
{5
Yearclh 1979 Hational Festiviiies. Various conteste Zor short

novels, f¢rame, essavs, peeiry, bhand marches, eic, were organised

bv the inistry of Culture, £1 2 later stage Yandir Ualta was

asiked Lo broadcast all these entries to enable the public to
register their wvote for the eventual selection of
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becane zware of the contents of come of the progroames,
Legal vetting was resorted to and with the full cooperation
of all thoce concerned it was possible to arrive at an
adeguate colution without infringing any provigiorn oi “he
law, Ls a result of this exercise, some entriec had to be
withdravn and otherc modified to conform with legal advice,
Thegse difficulties might not have arisen with advance notice
to the Lfuthority and with the incorporation in the contest

rules of proper safeguards for legal broadcasting reguirements,

Current affairs programmes form an integral part o the
programme cschedules., Details about the output in this gcector
are given in a separate chapter of this report, In view of
the prinary importance which is attached to the choervance
of the impartiality requlrements of the Ordinance, there was
frequent consultation on points of difficulty arising from

b

these programmes, The Authority has always nede it cloor ol
Zandir Malta fully understands the position that tie braad-
casting nedie unlike the newopaper industrv cannot %alie

sides on controvercial public issues, Thisc ig net to sev
that such issues mayv not be dealt with in a.livelv and
stimulating way, but it does mean that when thev are dealt

with, it

13t he in a2 balanced series of prograr

T
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individu

programmes which are balanced within

The news coverage of Parliapentary debates ic pnother
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There are other areas of programming, verhaps leso
censitive, but at times egually prone to public criticism
besides thoce mentioned so far in thic section of the
report., Drawma, especially teleserials in Maltese, is one
of thece, Telegerials are very popular with televigion
audiences, They are transmitted at peal viewing times and
public reaction on either of the two extremes is imnediately
evident., "Il-Madonna tac-Cocga" by Guze' Diacono, zerialiced
in eleven parts, provoked much comment both favourable and
unfavourable., The serial was technically one of the best
seriels produced by Fandir Malta with effective dialogue and

high ctandard of acting although towards the end it suffered
gonewhat from over dragging, However the controversy arose
over the religious and moral aspects of the serial, The
futhority gave careful attention to this criticisn in
consultation with Xandir Malta but did not find sufficient

grounde to use its statutory powers to limit this production,

“he Authority does not feel it mnecessary to defend
drana in which love and conflict, suitably presented, have
their part., These elemento are to be found in drenma throuz™
the ages whenever hunan motives are depicted but vulgar scenes
or violent action without discrimination or for its own sake

+7 el A e ey I
are dealt with relatively new

= ] 1 ] 1 3 : B -4 ¢ ey T e
experience for local authors and scriptwriters who seelr to

e 2 T T S T E

@v}’?fﬁws—' LaBnmEe v & LELEVAILALOI, ek ok

Lo renocunce all

E P |

ERI ISy




Lroadcasting Cervices not under Contract with the Authority

£ contractual relationship exists between the Broad-
casting Authority and the Telemalta Corporation which,
through its broadcasting division, Xandir Malta, is responsible
for the actual provicion of prograrmes on behalf of the
futhority, A1l the provisions of the Broadcasting Ordinance
and the contract apply to Yandir Malta dbut the pogition with
respect to other broadcasting Ctations operating from Malta is
gquite different., These stations operate under licence from
the Government and are not contracted with the Authority, Ule
stationg which, from time to time, were set up in Malta under
these arrangementc included the Central Mediterranean Adelay
Ctation, the British Forces Broadcasting Service, the Jeutsche
Telle Relay Station, Tivumalta Ltd., the Voice of riendship
and Solidarity and Radio Mediterranean. The Constitutional
provisions on broadcasting and one gection of the Ordinance

apply to these broadcacting services,

Cection 74 of the DBroadcasting Ordinance extends the
application of Cection 7(2)(a), (c) and (g) to any sound and
television broadesnsting service provided in Malta. The sube
gsentiong refer to¢ religioun sentiment, good taste or decency

in programmes, the nrevention of anvthing which might incite

to crime or digorder or be offensive Lo public feeling or give
ofTenase to a living person: the preservation of sccuracy and’

the nmaintenance of impartiality in

.
oversy or
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licences, it has been Government

withiln the terms of
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arise within the specific iimits allowed by law,

Overseas Contacts

During the year under review, contact wag maintained
with international groups of broadcasting organications
including the European Broadcasting Union and the Comnonwealih
Broadcasting Associetion. The Secretary to the Luthority
attended the 29th Ordinary Session of the §,B,U, General
wcoenbly which was held in Athens between the %0th June
and the 3rd July, 1978. The Secretary also represented the
Authority at the 12th Conference of the Commonwealth
Broadcasting Association which was held in Meuritiue in

ITovember, 1978,

Zoth conferences considered matters of interect to
falta ocuch as the arrangements for joint {(the Luthority
and Zandir Malta) Maltese Active Menmbership of the 0,B,U,
and the getting up of radio and television programme banks
which had been proposed bv lMalts come yvears ago at th

el

kel
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Commonwealtih Droadcasting Conference. lMany useful contac
were nade during these visite and relations with a number o
foreign broadcasting organisations were strengthened and new

<

linke Torged.,



PROGRAMME REVIEW

The Television Service

fceording to an independent audience survey carried
out during October/llovember 1978, 247,000 people watch TVM
programmes once every week., This figure represents 94% of the
population aged 9 years and over, The figure showc an increase
of 2% over the previous survey which was carried out in February
1977,

“he daily average audience is estimated at 221,000 -
an inecrease of 11,000 over the figure shown in the previous

survey,

Local television serials and plays topped the list of
popular programmes with a viewership of 209,000, ilext in line
cope the %two productions "Ctarsky & Iutch® 175,000 and “Ctagsini
Ghoxrin" 160,000,

~,

Tuesday Cinema (142,000}, Friday Cinema (1%7,009),
fntrology (1%0,000) and Sunday Matinee ™ilm {116,000) wer:

next moot popular programmes on Telewvision,

o}

“hen resuming its Sundav afternoon trancmiscion n

i
Detober 1678, TV introduced a non-stop transmiscion ccheduled

IaYa

netween 1.00 p.m. and 11.0C » This whole-~afterncon itrans-—
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Station Originated Progranzes

Locally originated programmes occupied 51,74% of the
total station output - an increacse of 10% over loct year,

Locally produced material included serialized drams,
vhich attracted the highest audiences; cultural and
educational prograumes; musical and variety shows and lHews
& Current Affairs programmes; family entertainment and

religious programming,

Drama

werialized drama continued to enjoy the highect number
of televiewers, According. to the latest survey locally
produced drama attracted an audience of 209,000,

TVIM's first-ever live recording from the Manoel Theatre
with its Outscide Broadcasting Unit, featured Eduardo de
Filippo's masterpiece FILUMAINA MARATURANO in Maltese, which
vas very well received, There were two other productiong
recorced from the Manoel Theatre, FOTEL COC N'OR by Fevdeau
and BEJIT TA' L-DWWEL U TLT-TIENI by J,C, Bates, While the

irst two producticns were broadcact on a weeitly basgis {one
act a weelr) the three acis of the third worlr vere 2roadcagt
in one evening. This innovation received very favouralble

commenta and resntion,
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Two of the wost outstanding teleserials presented by
TV durdng the current year were: LELI TA' HAZ-ZGHIR by G,
Z11lul Mercer and IL-MADONNA T4C-CO0QQA by Guze! Diacono, which
was by far the best production ever presented and which caused
heated reaction among televiewers because of its realistic
presentation and its poipgnaas and effective diamlogue and treat-
ment,

The repeat treatment was sustained as a direct result of
the positive public reaction to this popular local slot.

Sports

The one-hour Monday edition of SPORTS PANORAMA, "Analizi
u Tagbrif and the T'riday 30-minute edition "Sports fi Tniem il-
Gimgha" and the JUports results features, continued on a regular
heaodis,

The Mondey editlion retained its usual formet and presented
analytical views of the weekend sport events in Malta and sbroad.

The Friday edition dedicated, as usual, its allothed airtime
to comments on sports activitiesamd a preview of the cowming weekend
weetingo, ©BHoth editions underwent considerable improvement in
presentation and content,

P

Turthermore, sporis evenis had extensive U.B, coverage,

0

nternational footbell matches, gymnastics, tennis and

A11 through the final edition of the Football World Cup,

=

Television Malta screened preview reports and up-to~date
commentaries sbout the various pheses of the competition. A
special "Sporte" edition was mounted immediately after the

me replayed all

trgentine ve Hollsnd final maitch, This prograc
e

goals scered by ithe cowmpeting teams fTinishing off with the
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Cince December 1978, LDunday afternoon trzna:
flashed super-imposed up-to-the minute foothall regsuite of
the "irst and Second Division,

Quiside Broadeasto

-

During the %ict March 19796 festivities Television lMalte

for the first time made use of two 0,B. Units and 2t
live events from two different localities in Sengiea and
Vittoriocsa,

£ substantial increase of 0,3, coverages was rejleg . ore:

during the year under review, These included;

[y

.« The Good Friday Procession from Zebbug.

The Carrival Festivities,

The 1%th December show from City Gate - MILL-MALTIIT
GEALL-MALTIN,

L4, The Midnight Christmas Mase from Ot. Julien’s,

W
e

5, The llew Vear's celebralions frowm Villa foge Tourist

Conmplex,

6., The opening and closing of the €,2.0,%. fror o0 L0
Mediterran ghall-Konferenzi,

7. £ series of 1% nmusical programmes L-GHANJA FIlL-BERAT
recovded Ffrom dilferent localiltid in Malts

8., Tecorded ingeris on location from tie ecw o) coow

3 . w3 x4 : . E R s
transmiszion in Mavy 1G7C,
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Informative and Cultural
Informative programmes are otrictly of a2 nublic cervice

nature; cultural programmes include productions of geientific,

sedical, folkloristic, historical and the generzl ind,

Public service programmes varied in durction from 10
minutes to 30-ninute magazines designed to provide informatior
to the public, These programmes which were elther produced
colely by the Department of Information or in conjunction with

TV, or solely by TVM were:

TLET IL=-LENTI - a gseries of %0-minute prograniies
produced by the Departument of Information on social

probleirs,

TL-MITATX/ - a series of 10-nminute programmes on

netrication,

Other cultural and infornative programmes included:
IL-KURA TAS=SIIEN
WIRT IN-NATURA
VMIMJN GIEJ - which analvsed the origin arnd ferivation ~-°
llaltese surnames,
MIWT WICC Le=iBT - a series of 15-minute prograrmes on

gardening and animal husbandrvy,

1L=-FORCTIHA ~ dealing with the most artistic o

1M POPPL - on Malta'lg

0t the

-
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Two other Toreign productlons also itrancoitied

wlith a Maltese commentary were:

"Encyclopaedia of Wildlife" and
"The Living Body" and "Facts for Lifev,

Sexigug Mugic

The Manoel Theatre Resident Orchestra retained its
monthly contribution between October and June,

IL-LEJLL GHAT-TEATRU a fortnightly prograﬁme
presented and produced by Lino Gatt featured operatic and
claagsical musio, either on records or performed by local
talent,

GMIEL IL-MELODIJA which was also o fortnightly
prograrime presented and produced by Lino Gatt features
clascical, pperatic and light music classified under
different themes, namely: nature, patriotism, noeiry =nd
pusic from films, operas and musical comedies,

Television Malta also presented a one-off programme
given by the young pilanist Brian Cchembri who pleved worls

by Cchypann, Beethoven, Chopin and Debussy,

MLIDT MITT SENA TA' MUZIXZ MALTIJE was en Quiside

JE NS T T A5 S A

Broadcast from the &5gemb lv Tall at the 01ld University,

f
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&
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eaturing vocal and instrumental works by old and contemporary
4
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Light Music & Entertainment
S am wmw ome o mam we wm 9% S ww S8 s wm

During the yesr under review

following series of light music and entertainment, namely:

o

f2% o > ¥
Skond 14-Dagge ... ....ig-2ifne
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Pil=Pruwa Jjizfnu n-noti, fil-Poppa 1-Poezijia
Wicecel: Wice 1l-fngli tas-Cema
Muzika Flora

lalta “anta'7g

liost of these programmes had one aim in mind, that of

enloiting and presenting laltese talent on ccreen,

Two progranmes combined the musical elenent with
either perscnal abilities or information, In MUZIKA FLOZA
the mucical element ran concurrently with the pregentation
of flower asrranging, and in ZMIDH IN-ITAZLA, SMIEIT I0-TLIIGO

otandard songs interspersed read-out reports from the Maltece

Journal IN-MAZITLA which wac published in 1909,

WICCEX WICC L-AlIGLI TAS-SLMA, was by far one of the
wmont cought after prograrmes in this category. It not only
prenented follilore singing in its two major elemento, "tol-

Tatt" and Ygpirtu pront" but contained folklore danecing,

local songe and recited "ghana',

TELEDISCO continued Yo enjoy high pepulf”it; with

o

teenagers following improvenments in its presenuaticn, which
included recorded top of the chart hits, provided nainly by

tle Cowpnd Trogramme

clotting time on the

[ g 1%
7 3 ey
ST S B 1 £ 15 Y
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Other "ad hoc' musical programmes included the
recording in otudio of o wvigiting Welsh Cheir; Dancing
from Dungary; a opecial programme on Blvis Presley as a
tribute to the singer, a year after his death; the Police
Jazz Group on llew Year's Day and the organization of the
local conpetition for the international World Disco Zancer

Chawpionship ir London,

Yhe series of light entertainwment programmes were:
Chal fug, Xbin?

Staqoini 20

Fl=Internationale,.....

Ejjew Nidhlzu Ftit

e

The first two guiz programmes proved very successful; "Otaqoini
20" based on the well-immown radio programme "20 TJuestions®
managed to enter the top 10 list, while "Ghal fug Xbin?" having

a more cultural glant, followed closely,.

"ITijew 1lidhku "tit" which featured leading coredians
and copediennes in Malta was originelly intended to run for 17
weelrs, but wac cut short after the seventh edition beceause of

noor respomse Lo it.
! nd Young People’s programmes

Children's programmes included verious lecal produciions

on 2 weelly or Ffortnightly basis

[oI By )

{_:;rm%.

o d e gy e 3w o ~t en Tal?
CIMTLY BY Binger varmen Jelldo

AA0LC 0L A6 LWPpromDYy Q8B1H, vYerging S.4

-

element of teoching

on entertainment and




"'ge Hpir 1a MHikber"™ wac o series of 17 programzzo
onmricsioned purpocely by Television Malta for primery Scool

children, The programme presented by a guidance official
fron the Jepartment of Education, indicated the variocus

openings and profecsions a child may have ahead of hir in “ile,

Religious

The weekly prograwmme "Djalogu” continued on a weelly

During Zoly ‘eek a series of spiritual thoughts for the

occagoion were trancmitted,

During the latter part of 1978 TVM covered all umajor

religious events either live or recorded, Thege included:

the death and funeral of Pope Paul VI and Pope Joun
Paul I1;
the election and enthromenent of Pope John Paul 1

and Pope John Paul 11,

For the two enthropement ceremonies Televicion Valbta cent
ok

nroducer Cheorles frxrigo to give a2 live coumentary in lfalte

nof the evenioc,

Irnorted Prngramm@

=
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Tmported nrogronmes accounted for arecund &GF of

= . N - .
lact vear and conceousntly

station ouiput, = decreace of

an inecrease in locallv originsted productions.
Imymrtﬁﬁ programme cerialized dror

e S i -1 T e, = — -
18ical varietyv and comedy shows; adveniure geried;
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50% of thigo imported material was translated in Maltese,
among them a geries of short Zustralian documentary
prograwmes on the "art of driving" and "Wilderness" a

G6-part geries of 30' programmes on nature study.,

Other translated material included an 18-part
series of 15~pminute programmes entitled "The Living Bcoy®,
The series dealt exhaustively with information on the hunan
body and was broadcast during early evening immediately

following the children's programpmes,

Other major foreign documentaries which were trans-
lated in Maltese, with information and culture in mind were:
"In the lap of the Godsg", "I Hadrian", "10 Days that Choor
the World" and "Goreme',

Prestigiours serialized drama was represented by "Tar
Times®™, "Love for Lydia™ and"Lillie",

The i3«part serialized drama "Lillie" dbwviar attracted

prodluctions, It recounted the turbulant story of Lillie

Langtry an unknown girl from the island of Jersey who

reached the pinnacle of the British society during the

Yictorian age.

Ldventure series which accounted for 8% of the toisl

o3
el
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e
e
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of viewerchip, Programmes in this category covered

police, sucpence, science ficiion and adventure themes in
such series as "Van der Valk", "Project UFO",

Journey', "Charlie'’s Angels", "Classlcs Dark )
"Tales of the Unexpected"”, "The Professionals", "Cannon",
"Sweeney" and "Oiarsky £ Bulch'.

The series most widely accleimed were "Dtaroky -

EW A~ eV Vol
LT g WS

nk? with 178,000 viewers: "The Professionals?
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opecial attention was paid at the auditioning stage of
programmes in this genre, to eweclude violence as much ac

2
poeccibvle,

Children's programmec featured popular and modern
ong and animated serieg; dramatised siories and

o
ucational programoes,

®
o

The series "fnimated Classics™™ (1% x 60') concisted
of wvarious classical woriis in world literature, among them
"lreasure Island”, "Ivanhoe", "Cwiss Family Robingson",
MNioby Dick", "Christmas Carol”™ and "ifobinson Crusoe®. REach
programme was preceded Dy & short biographical introduction

in ialtese onm the suthor himself and his work.

£ gipilar introduction in lMaltese to another English
production preceded the adventure maritime story "The
Doombolt Chase™, OCuch introductions are being done to enable
goung falteoe viewers to follow bhetter the story and have a
Tirmer grasp of technical words and phrases used in the

relevont screen scrint,

e geries "The Little Touse on the Prairie” retained
e T

the highest viewership ac the most popular adventure series,

cleosly followed hy "ITunter's Gold" and "Big Blue Marble®”,

Yy

nic year, being the

Ualss ig producing 2 ceriesc



The informative ond educational category wao wili:l.
represented by gucih seriesc as "The Story Behind the Story™
{archeology and history); "liagic of Music” (elementary
inTormation on the sound of music); "It's Fun to Read":
3ig “lue lMarble" {om international folklore and custonms)
and "IUnder thie same Cun' {clacsical folk stories from the

five continents),

e

Cince the iritroduction of video cascette eguipment,
srogromme plenners are now in a better position to contract
newer and more sophisticated productions for children with
cpecial emphasic on progranmes of educational, inforvative

%

and entertaining nature,

Importation by TVM of foreign productions

hasc decreased by 5/ ond substituted by local programuzes,

Music & Entertainment

In the conedy, variely and light wusic categoery, toe
Tollowing prograrmec deserve special mentions
[

Dave £1llen at Large; fre you Being Served; ILove

Eoat: Top Cecret Life of Edgar Brigge; Oh Fataer and Man)

Teriety and wugic nrogrammes included:

+ e £

[ T N T T P 7 7 1 .
Cheng-a=Lang end The Wolfman Jacix Show,
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This yeer'oc Long list of filws included such bou
office hito ag: "The Touch”; "The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie':

“lun Valley Clerenade”; ‘"Junflower' and “"The Lion in Winter®

Por the firot time in TVMi's history a foreign filn
of Chinece production was dubbed in Maltese, This first-
ever effort was well received, though admittedly it was “ar
fror perfect, Two more foreign filme, this time of Hungerian

origin are envisaged for cimilar limited dubbing.

The Cunday letinee feature films came to a siop
on Marck £5, when afternoon tramnsmissions ended to be

resumed in October, 1979,



The Sound Broadcasting Services

Following thae withdrowalof tae Eﬁél&gﬂ Service oo

Cable Radio Two and its replacement by the Hational Progs
of hadio lalts ir January 1978, schedules were revised go that

the respective networks offer a particular type of program

to neet a porticular range of iunterests, and provide the

ligtener with a wider choice of programmes throughout the day,

__Cable iadio, undeniably a house-bound service, now
includes matter which calls for some concentration and
inagincotion, hence the high percentage of spoken word and
serious prograumes ag compared to light and pop which io 6070
to L40%,

Fadio Malta Hational (Cable Radio Two) with an

estinated set--count of over 90,000 can be followed in carg,

taxis, buses, shops, markets, sport arenas, beacheg, sirceis,
industrial couplexes and hemes, The flexible mature of o

adio service favours the vounger generation and the 577
musical entertainment reflectc the diverse forug ol poz, roclk

and disco sounds of today , cpinned by a team of dj's who Love

become houoehold names, The remaining airtice dg careiully

allocated to provide = service of informotion, cul

educaticn fto the neocple.
The new developnient policy of the two DMationsl lletworos

oIl TAaely ouupul, endt LaCURa
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The report, which was published in Januory, 1372
confirmed the stepc tolken by the programue planners, a8
an be judged ZTron the following major featurez o7 .

C
findings -

Daily average lictenerchip:-

fiadio Malta HUational/Cable Radio 2 1
Cable Radic One 12%,000

The total daily listenership on ladio
Radio thus registered 282,000, representing more than two
thirds of the total population {aged § years and over) of

these Islands,

The following isc a brief selection of the audience

figures:

Radio Malta Mational/Cable Radio Two

Discoholo/Sport 87,000 listeners
L=lgue Tl=Iingilterra 8%,000 “
Intenne 78,200
7arucell/Cport 79,000 "
ferrovija Muzikali £1,000 i

(IR kY x as
Cable ladio One
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Cther significant developments during the year

in review were the introduction of a four-hour daily
nglish service on :adio llalta Three (International) to
compencate for the withdrawal of ginilar transmission
Zorunerly carried on Ceble [ladio Two, and the establishment
of "ladio lMediterran®, which went on the air for the first

time om both sghort and medium wave band in November 1978,

llational Zadio {Cable and Radio Malta)

Childregn!s_prograuues

Broadecasts for children were aimed and provided a
source of enrichment and entertainment, Programmes were
cpecially devised to cater for different age groups whilst
vhe themec within the frameworl: continued to aim at
developing the childrer's imagination and sense of creativity,
Yheir fluency in writien and spoken communications, character,

formation and interest in the outside world,

o encourage public speech and conversation, a2 quality
seldon found in children of these Is ilends, a weekly forty-
Zive minute series "Dawra Durella' was introduced during which
chillren between thie ages of Tour and ten were invited to the

.

ciudioc and interviewed at random on various subjects relevant

to thxedr ages and interests,

The "Internationsl Tear of the Child" was constantly




Cpecial features were also inserted in the programme
schedulec to coincide with seasonal events, and lational ox
Iinternational comnenorations,

Magazines and documentaries

-- s aom e

This sector again covered a wide range of subjectis
and continues to attract audiences of many thousands, lMuch
hard work igc put into the preparation of thece series, and
the importence devoted to such programmes is aligned to the
scope and ultinate objectives, namely that of providing
listeners with a progressive outlook on general world evento,

and the formastion and diversification of attitudes,

Subject matter dealt with in depth during the pasy
twelve months included listory, Geography, General Xmowledge,
Ccience and Technology, the Occult, Maritime Iistory, Maltese

frts and Craftc to mention a few.

1

To coincide with the "March %1 1979" celebrations, oiz

¥

documentaries were mounted each dedicated to services and
cotablichments wital to the econony, stability and industrial
growth of the Maltese Tolands, 'Mose acsesced were the Telemzlte

Cornoration, Sea Malts, Air Malta, the Hational Tourist

R T e T T oo
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succesgful pattern operated in the past was maintained,

P

General information was shaped in either unit or
discucsion form, carried in regular series such as the daily
programmec for the housewife, or broadcast as independent
feature Mperts in diverse fields including the public
services, were invited to talk on wide ranging subjecte

and topics of the moment,

The llational Hetworks catered for listeners from all
walltg of life and age groups, The overall gstructure wac an
ascenbly of information on health, gardening, farming,
motoring, houge decoration, legal matters, sciemce, coolzing,
dressmalring, building, philately, phsychology, the Arts,
Theatre, Zeligion, higher education, safety measures at hone
and on the job, the environment and every other theme whether

of general or ninority interest,

Deries worthy of mention were "Bieb Miftuh} "Ix-Xjenza
1lum", "Madwarna®, "Mill-Plateja”, "Mlinmkien?®, "Mig uu171 EARH

t2l=-Malti™ znd "Minn Pomm Missirijietna”,

"Tl«Pertita”™, a guiz series based on the traditional

3

pastime "Doceci", attracted mass audiences which the auvdience

ourvey ectincted at €%,000,

- n3mn b S R T B E N
prograsmes continued to attract the manses,

desbal



Thieg brand of melody is undoubtedly the preference
of the majority of the Station's audience and adjacent cutl:.ic
which were independent of the straight d.j. show and indicative
of the ever-changing record scene, rendered presentationsc more

colourful,

In addition to weekly airings of best selling records
in the U.C,L,, Britain and Italy, in line with the current
trends, a Caturday morning "disco” hit parade was introduce’
together with a two-~hour Monday night spin of "progressive
rock"” to cater for an ever-increasing band of enthusiasts,

Whilst kRadio Malta MNational/Cable Radio Two
concentrated on the trendy music of today, the traditional,
nostalgic and gophisticated-classics of yesteryear were
abundantly included in the schedules of Cable LHadio One in
the geries lilze "Snin tad-Dcheb", "Xanzunetti /[nitiki Taljani”,
"Mill-Puritani ghall=Broadway", "Meta 1-Orkestri Xienu Crleotrl”
"Broadway Jibga Jafulhonm”, "Il-Bandisti” and other nrograroc:
deviged in tribute to artists and musicians who helped build
today's massive show business indusiry,

The dnterests of the minoriiv were alsc seleguords

through an appreciable output of Jazz, Operetta, records frox

the International hit parade and three 17-week series of ourict

éanﬁemtemya nugic which helped iIn the ravivel of

ranct
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Zoly Weelr wag comwemorated with the usual concerte

~ .

of "luneral Mevrches" which were broadcast by local BDands vie

R

the two ilational letworliks.,

Zandir Valta wae reprecented by Mary Spiteri =t the
COlovene International Zong Contest organised by Yugosiav
Television at Celje in early October, Ier vocal talents,
grace and warm pérsonality were highly applauded during
the preliminaries and final nights and Xandir Malta's
precence at the Contect provided an added boost to Maltese

artistic capabilities at International levels.

Lerioug Mugic

The re-alignnent of programme schedules prompted
an increage of this category of uutput om Cable Radioc One,
"Composer of the Veek", broadcast daily from Mondey throug:
Sriday, was the main vehicle used to create awareness and
appreciation of accepted masterpieces and the works of precen?
ciay compogsers, Conductors were also given their due gnd
Zighlighted in a seventeen-weel series aptly titled "Taint il
Belrgtta ta',...", BEstablished Concerts and recitals which
are broadcact on Mondays, Fridays, Zaturdave and Sundavs

covered almoot the comnlete classical repertoire, The mmgnic

wags protuced from grancphone records and recordings fronm over—

g

b 2
Iat-%z] o v £
2a0 ciationg,

recitale or recordingc made

were aino Teaitured

Tron Concert 5. Jiolimist,
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In the opera sector the series "The Story of Cpera
in laltarwas continued, whilst listeners' choice of arias
aend ccenes from Operas proved very popular outlets on Sundays

and londays.

#ull length operas broadcast on Thursdays and
Fridaye Tfeatured both the popular and lesgser known works.
The playbill included “Tosca®, "Suor Angelica’, and "Gianni
ochicchi® by Puccini, "La Favorita"™ and "Lucia di Lamermoor
by Donizetti, "Frmani®™ and "Il Trovatore" by Verdi, "La
Gioconda by Ponchielli, liassenet's "La Mavarraise"”, "Fedora”

by CGiordano and Bizet's "Il Pegcatore di Perle",

In appreciable percentage of the speech output is
accorded to Maltese literature, Most popular in this sector
ig the dally readings in thirty minute episocdes by Charles
/rrigo and Twanny Scalpello, These two personalities were
augmented by Lnton Grasso, an author who specialilses in
fgpine-chilling” writings and his two seventeen-week runs

caugsed cuite an impact,

Toremost Literarv Docieties were again sallocated

airtine and their contribution in this field 1g indeed

uraging,

In important addition to this secitor was the

4 %% T £ .
in verse, a
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Compeworative programies were mounted on tho 4 i

)

-

of Toremost Maltese author Guze' Gales and to mark the 150th

Ifnniversary from the birth of Leo Tolstoy.,

i"lexibility and immediacy, two of radio's main

I

aoeets, were exﬁloited to the Tull throughout the year, tc
reflect the best in local and foreign sport, £11 major cvenic
vere covered, and broadcacts were not limited to football;
Jolleyball, hockey, Bboxing, billiards, Gymnastics and archery

wvere alse fully reported,
In addition to the daily evening sport prograrmec

international competitionc involving Maltese teams, athletec and
individual contendorg at both National or Club level were

Juctifiably accorded special coverage.,

e broadcasts connected with the

T tamga e T e - - S B S A B Y b4 A N B 15 G SR
wroponn llntdions ornl ULO,FL.A, Cups, the Intcernaticoal Waterool!

Worthy of mention wer
C

3

Competdtion, International Tennies Tournament, the i dle .2
ace, fnateur World Cnooker Championships, and, of course

?
the WJorld Cup Foothqoll Chempionships held in frgentine bhetween

. S .
CYEZaniogt v
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interview,
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In added feature wags o weekly 34 programic
seriesc titled "Mid-Djarju ta' Zportiv® in which Maltese Sport
pergonalities of yescteryear were invited to reminisce informally
on their past achievenents and compare the brand and technicue
of cport today with the mode of play and conditions of days

gone Dy.

Radio Drama continues to attract the masses, however,
the recent survey indicated a slight drop which could have
Leen caused by the continued and constant rise of Televicion

ences especially on a Sunday Might, the time when the
Tirst trancmicsion originates, The repeat on Thursday
afternoons attracted 48,000 people conmpared with the Sunday
ligctenership of 2%,000, The times of broadcast are being

reviewed to again atiract the widest audience possgible,

With the exception of itwo, all plays broadcast

~

1978 and March 1979 were written bv locsl

uthors, Thrillers weresagailn in abundance, and whilst
wuriters are being urged to turn out a more varied output the

drama panel are exanining foreign works with a view to

3 - + - ] 4 17
ion in the pleybill.
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Seven gerials totalling 52 episodes were also aired,

Two of these "Ioccadoro" and "Gojjclli w Brillanti® wsre

adaptations of foreign works., The former hased on & well
Irnown novel by laffel Tabatini and the latter on am Englic!

conedy series,

Droma broadcasts provided some 680 acting rolec

during the year undexy review,
Qutstanding broadcasts_

-

The 3fcst March, 1979 celebrations were covered

extensively, Eecides the special features and documentaries

‘-:_'.

related to the occasion, some of which were nentioned earl
on in this report, direct transcmiscionc and commentaries of

the official festivities were broadcast on the national redi-
including the Farewell Concert festuring the Massed Bandg o
the Royel Marines and the Armed Forces of Malta at the Manoel

A

Theatre, a mMioical extravaganza staged by foreign and loc-l

y Toe

telent at Treedon Igusre, the Sporte Festival at the lizrcon

Water Festivel at the Grand Harbour, the Flag Raising Cerenorny

and leying of boucuets in homage at the "Monument tal-Helsien®,

Pontifical High Mass from Sf, John's Co=Cathedral,

of ,11,5Z, London, the festivities held in Gozo and Libyan Leader
Celenel address to le of thepe Iglands

bhroedeasto worithy

o086



Ffrom the Vatican with ceormmentary in Maltese from Rome by

»f

Charles fyripgo. Direct and deferred relays of parliamentary

0

ebates on llovember 6, 1978 and Saturday and Sunday, Januarr
26 and 27 respectively: Jiepublic Day Celebrations on
Decenber 13, 1978; the officisl opening of the lMediterranesn
Conference Centre on February 11, 1979 and the opening

Ceremony of the C,Z.C.E, Meeting of Dxperts on February 17,

1979.

Appeals for charity

As in former yearg Cable Radio One broadcast the
custonary appeal on behalf of the Community Chect Tund on
Chrigtmac Zve and Chrisiunas Day. The total amount receivec

in response again broke all previous recordc at £M7, 800,

g ta Twgo Mugical

iRadio Mal
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This all nuscsic service featured a wide-ranging balance

of programmec to #,M, listeners on 87,9 MILZ in the VI Band,

The outputl represented:-
88,95 of light and popular music
10.2% of serious rugic

0.9% lewo

Transnisgions start at 0600 andended at nidnight,
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Transmissions in Italian are fron 0000 to L1LOC

k3

whilet Srozdcasts in Znglish follow from 1400 to 1800,
Tke daily ochedules feature programmes of variouc
categories which reach Zandir Malta from foreign Stationg,

information for the tourists and three news bulletins,

Radio Malta Three transmits on 756 kHz in the

medium wave,

External Services

- e mm aE wE s me e

"Malta Calling”

The weellly service in the German language was
discontinued in ITovember 19678 and the available air-time of
sixty minutes was therefore totally employed for transmissions
in Tngilish, The programme content incorporates a digest of
the weelt's lalta 1lews, interviews related to topics of the
moment, hictorical and touristic information and nusical

inserte,

Weelrly transmissions are directed to Worthern Durope
on 9670 ¥z {21 meters) in the short wave, on Saturdavs from

0702 to 0BOD GMT,

launched on Hovember 2%,
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Addifignal Hotes

Zandir Malta Studios were made available to foreign
correspondentc who came to Malta to report om the C,3,C.E,

Meeting of Experts,

Buring the twelve months ending March 31, 1979
the number of csubscribers to the Cable Radio Service was
58,225 whilst the total number of sets stood at 59,851,

“he 23,119 broadcasting hours registered during
the period under review were tramsmitted via the following

serviceg -

Cable adio One 6,240 hours
ftadio lMalta One/

Cable H“adio Two 6,552 "
Fadio Malta Two 6,582
Fadio Malta Three %, 640 i
External Services 125 1

T~ DE A ALY e e
Totals 2%,11% hours




the main news bulletin on TV, commandes an average
audience of ingO 0" an increace of ten percent over the
year before, his increase in viewership is due to the new
pattern devigsed for the thirty-minute bulletin, The fornulea
introduced in January 1978 and adopted on a regular bacis
towards the latter part of the year under review, blends the
day's news with Fealures and commentaries, designed to give
pmore explanation and background information, Iuman stories,
cultural itemec and sports events are featured in the lac

part of the bulletin,

Luring the year there were a large number of notabie

coverages, These included:-

a, The events marking the end of the British Military

precence ou the Island.
b, The meeting of experis of the C3CE on the Mediterraneen,

er's vizit ant address to 1he Council

of

d, The Prime Minister's vigit fto Libya, where he addresced

the

LTy e e ey 1y o
e roulte
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Vany visiting and local personalities were interviewed
for television during 1978/1979, including the Hungarian
Foreign Minicter, Frigyes Puja; The fustrian Primate, Cardincl
Koening; The Joviet digsident, Andrei Amalrik; the Vice
Preoident of the Juropean Union of Christian Democrats, {ai
Von Hacsel; the Xuwaitl liinister of Health, Abdel Rahman
£1 Lwadl; the secretary general of the U.M, Lconomic Commicoion
for Curopne, Janog Stanovic; the last Commander of the Eritich
Forces in Malﬁa, Ldniral O,M,A, Cecil; the Deputy Birector
General of UIITCCO, Frederico Mayor; and Miss World 1978, lary
Stavine,

Foreign Hews

- am e e

The past twelve months were pregnant with important
foreign eventvsc and developments, some of which, directly or

indirectly, with & bearing on Malta,

It wae the year of three Popes; of hope, fear and
dissencion in the lMiddle East; of changes in China and ite
outloolk, It wac the vear of the kiiling of £L1dc Moro; of itlie
Tran Revoluticon; of the death of Jouari Doumedienre of Algeria,
1t was the vear in which the o0il ecrisis worsencd and neasurecs
were taken to cut consumption., It was the vear of the tect-

tuhe bhaby and the World Cup,

Zandir Talte sgought fto give wide coverage to all

terngtionel neoocre

LA o

sior events and other ocourrences on

hachkgroand.




In the coumpilation of news bulletins, special
attention was paid to events which occurred in those
countries with whom Malta is closely connected by ties of
culture, trade, friendship and other relationships,

Xandir Malta continued to rely heavily on films
gupplied by the international news film organisation, VISHEWS,
to illustrate foreign news., The annual footage supplied by
Vicnews totaldoed 130,000,

In July 1978 another film source was tapped for the
first time on a regular basis, This was the Buropean television
gervice of the German news organisation, DPA, who supplies an
average of nine hundred feet of film weekly.

Discussion ?rogrammes
) wm wm em

-y wwe em - en e

With a view of reflecting the plurality of opinionc
and ideas of a growing society, the exponents of opposing
factions and schools of thought were brought into the studio
and eventually into the homes of listeners and viewers.
Digecugolon programmes are broadcast regularly, every Saturdas
and Zunday on Cable Radio, and fortnightly on television, It
should be noted that Thedimpartlality requirement laid down by
law refers to current public poliev as well as to matters c~
political or indusirial controversy, Due impsartiality is
therefore required imn dealing with eny matter of current public

- ] 4 T T, P . o o - o s e T, e o
poelicy even though the matter may not be the

“3
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coniroversy at the time,
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“he Fencion Cchern
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lslta and Lurcpe

1979: The Challenges fhead

Vowards Economic Viability for Malta
Malta and Libya

Malfa in I'oreign Mass lMedia

I'ree [xpression in Malta

The Tertiary Education Refornm
Occupational Health and Hazards

The textile Industry

Waver Chortage

The 1979 Budget

Terrorism

The 01l Crigis

Llternative Cources of Energy

"o will succeed Pope Paul the Sixth?
io There lleed for Reform in the Law Courts?
Iran

Measures to Curb Traffic Accidents
The flehabilitation of Convietn

mr 7 ] Tatame
LS nenanI S CAeme

The Protection of the Congumer
The Camm David Lgreement

-~

The 7illing of Lldo

Vieeting of Uxmpertse ol the CSCE on the Mediterranean

foad

Tousing (Decontro
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The reportec which were compiled by a pool of
geven correspondents, were generally objective and of good

gtandard,

The parlianentary highlight during the year under
review wap the debate on Malta's foreign policy which was

broadcast live on llovember 6, 1978,

The Pudget speech was presented to the IZouse of
epresentatives on January 15 by the then Mindister of Finonce,
Zr. Jogeph fbela., Ipecial broadcasts were made on the day to
izeep the public abreast with the policy and measures which
Zr, /bela outlined in Parliawment, At the end of his speech,
the liinister of Finance gave an exclusive interview on

televigion,

The Opposition's views on the Budget were spelled
out by the Leader of the Opposition, Dr, E, Fenech Adanmi, in
an interview which was broadcast on the day when he replied

to the Budget Tpeech in Parliament.

Malte U L1l Hinpn Minnha and "ad hoc” Programnes

The Mews Department of Xandir lMalta looks towards
its weelily megazine, "Malta u 1il Hinn Minnha" as ite banner

carrier, and as such all producers contribuie in one way

another towards the realisation of thise progranue,

e S R T e N s s Tn o o e - 4
e new production pattern hac generated greater

interest in the progremme ameng the staff and has helped to

nrograpne commandg an average viewership of one hundred and
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During the yesr o number of cpecial programmes,
vere guccecofully produced Dol on televicion and or sound,
One of thesec was a two-hour TV documentary "14ill-

Jolorjalizmu ghall-lelcien Zhih" desling with lalta's 7-4ic

wd

with Zritain over a periodof one hundred and eighty years,
e docunentary during the last week in March coincided

with the end of the Lritich presence on the Island,

fnother twow-part documentary was screened in
fpril 1978, on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary

or the event which led to the April 1958 disturbances in

Tolletta, The Prime lMinister, Mr Dom Mintoff, was interviewed

Zor the programnme,

Other "ad-hoc'" programmes dwelt on:w-
a, The textile Industry
b, The Mediterranean Conference Centre
c, The ipoprenticechip Schene,
lewe and Piopruuueu 1” Eaggigh_

A M oxs wme  ema we W

t news gummary and s rews bulletin are Lrooic

[
j45]
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cn the ntemational lletworl of Radio Malta,
£ Current [ffzire progroome, "People in the Hewn?,

1o broadecast every weelr on the saze networl,

in the progre

LG sozmed

L

€



From February 13 to March 26, during the CSCE
Conference, a chort news bulletin in English wae broadcast
on Vi, after the main bulletin in Maltese.

Svergeas_Agsignmento

. «'

During the year, Xandir Malta's newsmen had the
opportunity to travel abroad om asscignments or to attend

international meetingo.

The Head of llews attended meetings of the Experts
cn the functions and the role of the Media of the Committee
of the macs media of the Council of BEurope, The meetingswere

keld in Strasbourg in April and October, 1978,

In May 1978, eanother member of the staff, Mr Manwel
Damnit, formed pert of a delegation from Malta which attend

a Commonweslth Communications Symposium in ldicosia, Cyprus.

In Deptember 4978, Mr Tonio Portughese was asgigned
to cover the Prime Minister's visit to the Council of Europe

in Ctrasbourg,

Cther members of the staff travelled to Damascus,

Tripoli, Benghszzi and Munich,

The following is & brealdown of the regular Current Affa:

2
preogramnes on Jound and Televicior during the periecd under revi

TELEVISION

BOUERCY &

b :
\%@L;MY

3 o8 T o Lo mee
riament” 2% minutes 6%,0060

141 Hinn nutes,/
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SOUND

f'requenc Lveray
Day of Broadcast Title “”*&E“*‘X LVCTIRS

Buration Audience
Monday to Friday "flarsa Lejn" 25 minutes 14,000
Cunday "People in 15 minutes/

the ilews™ weelrly e

lionday to Zunday "Mill-Gurnali" | 10 ninutes/

daily 8,500

caturday and
Sunday

Sunday
ocunday
Wednecsday
Thursday

Vonday and
Yuesday

Mondav end
Tuesday

"Diskussjoni”

"4il1l~-Ahbari-
jiet tal-Gimgha

"5il1 Hinn pixe
Kefaq
Rid-Dinja
I11um®

i

Stharrig u
Fehmiet

"Minn mlldin-
kien®

"Wice Imb!
Tice!

30 minutes/
weelkly

30 minutes/
weekly

30 pminutes/
weelly

15 minutes/
fortnightly

20 minutes/

{ fortnightly

30 minutes/
fortnightly

30 minutes/

fortnightly

o e
il g d s
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The Cchoolg Troadcasting Dervice

Sound and televigion broadcasts to schools during
the period in review were as follows:se

SOUND TELEVISIOH

PR IMARY 181 broadcacsts 62 transnisscionc
CACONDARY 5% broadcasts 1%4 transmicsions
TRLDE SCHOOLS ’ nil 20 transmissions

Subjects covered in Sound and TV broadcasts for
primary schoolg were:— [leligion, Maltese, English, Science,

Cogial Ctudiec, CGeneral Cultwre, lMusic and Drana,

Broadecasts for secondary schocls were about Religion

{Zound), General Culture, Geography, Civies and Guidance.

Transmi iores for trade and technical schools deald

]
(o]

i
nainly with topice of direct interest to the students atiending

thene schools,

Priomary School

6!

N

i

Sound hroadcasts covering a variety of subjects for all
T

nge grounc, except rindergarten, are faithfully and regularly

]
I
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fellowed in primary scheols., In opite of the attrecticone o

televioion, sound broadeacts have held thelr own and have becone

o
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n ol the ten programmes consigting of liucic,
liovement and Jrama was presented by Vear & pupils, fronm a

different cchool,
‘rogrammes were built around the following thenes:-

Prog, 1 A Fable (Paola Girls)

frog, 2  Traditional Jongs and Games (Xaghra M)

Prog., 3 On The Farm (Qormi G.St., Seb)

Yrog. 4 Friends of thé Children (Tarxien . )

Jrog. 5 Preservation of the Environuent (Mosta G, )

Prog, ¢ Traditional Vendors (TZebbug Z,)

Prog. '/  Transport in Malta {Msida M)

Prog, 8  The Ceagons (Hanrun G, Vie, Ave.)

Prog, 9 The Sea {Gejtun B.)

Pro*.io The International Year of the Child - cafety
(Cospicua G, )

The programnes have been extremely well received
not only for their refreshing approech but alsc becauses
viewers were able to indentify themselves with the children

talring part,

oo, P N ]
secondayy Schools

Tive different series

8Ca00L viewing - one series Tor

O R R,
B B S
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~he tepice covered were:

1., "Yransition from school to worlk
©. Jo0b opportunities

3. Reguirements - I

L, Heguirements - II

“he Ztudent-Worlker Cchene

€, jiights and Duties of a Worker
7. Oafety =2nd Health of the Worker

8, Leisure

Teachers and students agree that programmes have
been very useful not only for those who are purcuing further
studies but also for those boys and girls who will soon be

talzing up a job.

Trade Schoolsg

"Sengha U Hila" was the name of the geriec for

Tormg I of the Trade and Technical Schools,

Programmes were specifically decigned not only to
inprecs upon the students the importance of learning the
practical as well as the theoretical aspect of a Htrode but
aloo to convince thern of the usefulness of theacademich
subjects which are tamght 2t school,

. T 4 wgd b Ta o 4T 2
deslt with were the £ollow ,..\lg o
e
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Lthe Iglandio eng oneny, industricl
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Buhlications

-

“he Cchool Broadcasting Unit continued to
produce ancillary material for pupils, students and
teachers, Three editiongs of MNOTES in printed form
were produced for all teachers in the Primary Gchoolsg,
while five iccues of the Young Listener for seniors
{circulation 12,000) and the Young Lictener for juniorc

{1%,000) were published,
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COUSTIVORIONAL PROVIDIONS FBEGLADTUG

TIIE BROABCASTING AUTIORTITY

croadcasting futhority

121, {1) There shall be a Broadcasting futhority Tor
MMalts which shall consist of a chairman and such number of
other members not being less than four as may be preccribed

by any law for the time being in force in Malta,

{2) ™he members of the RBroadcasting futhority
chall be appointed by the Prcuidcent, ccting in accordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister given after he hag

consulted the Leader of the Opposition,

(3) & person shall not be gqualified to hold office as
2 member of the Broadcasting Authority if he is a Minister,
a Parliamentary Secretary, a member of, or candidate for
election to, the IZougse of [epresentatives, a nmember of o

local government authority or if he is a public officer,

() A& member of the RBroadcasting Authority shall not,
within a period of three wvears comnmencing with the day on which
he lagt held office or acted as a nmember, be eligible for

appointment teo or to act in any public office,

fe™ I
i ‘3 ; the
office of 2 member Lecome

vacant -
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(v) it

not & wmember of the Authority, would cause

any circumstances arise that, if he were

him to be disgualified for appointment as

such,

(6) A member of the Broadcasting Authority
nay be renoved frow office by the Prcsident, acting in
accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister, but he
nay be removed only for inability to discharge the
functions of hic office (whether arising from infirmity of

mind or body or any other cause)or for misbehaviour,

(7) If the office of a member of the Broadcasting
Luthority is vacant or if a member is for any reason unable
to perform the functions of his office, the President,
acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister,
given after he has consulted the Leader of the Opposition,
may appoint a person who is gualified to be appointed to be
a member, to be a temporary member of the futhority; and
anv percon so appeinted sghall, gsubject %o the provisions of
subsections (5) and {6) of this seclion, cease to be gsuch a
nenber when a person has been appointed to fill the vacancy or,
ac the cace may be, when the member who was unable to perform

the functions of his office resumepn those Tunctions,

(8) In the ewercise of its functions under section
122 {1) of this Constitution the Broadcasting Authority shall

not be gubject to the directicnm or conirol of anv other person

o, B T e T e
o ensure that,
" 3 % 2 ~ e e
end television hroadcasting
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(2) The function of the Broadcasting Authority referred
to in sub-cection {1) of this section shall be without prejudice
to such other functions and duties as may be conferred upon it

by any law for the time being in force in Malta,

Powars and procedure of Commissions

123 (1) /iny commission established by this Constitution may,
with the concent of the Prime Minister or such other Minicter
as may be authorised in that behalf by the Prime Minicter by
regulation or otherwise regulate its own procedure and confer
powers and iwmpose duties on any public officer or suthority of
the Govermment of lMalta for the purpose of the diccharge of

its functione,

(2) £iny Commisscion established by this Constitution nay
act notwithstanding anv vacancy in its menbership or the absence
of any menmber and any proceedings thereof shall be wvalid not-
withsotanding that some person who was not entitled so to do took

part therein.

el

(3) fIny guestion proposcd for decision at any meeting o
any Commicsion established by this Constitution shall he determined

by a majority of the votes of all the members thereof, and if on

ion the votes are egually divided the member

heave mnd exXercise 2 casting veoie
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PARTY POLITICAL BROADCASTS
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“y Whio scheme of Pzrty Political Broadcasts congists
of Precc Conferences and Political Conferences,
vebates and other programies which may take the

Zorm best suilted to the parties' interests,

2. 411 programnes referred to under this schene are
trancmitted under the auspices of the 3roadcagting

futhority and, with the exception of the television
programaes produced Ly the Parties themselves, will

be trancnitted on all nedia,

-

“a 1lo Party Political Broadcast ig held on a declared

public holiday or o fecs

i J

st 0of Obligation, JShould =

&
et

hroadeact hapwen to fall on such a das that broadcsast
& oD

ic postponed to the same day in the following weel,

2 ey s Ere -5 = . W
B, se neld in occeordance with g
e

7. Tolitical arpd eli those talking
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the provisions of
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Luthority from time to time and any crdexr or
directive given by the presiding Chairman, The
Luthority's decision on any points which may arice

in connection with these broadcacsts will be final.

lTeither the Eroadcasting Authority nor its Contractior,
the Telemalta Corporation {Xandir Malta Division), will
accept any recponsibility for any interference with or
breakdown of the television service or the Cable ladio
or radio services and cannot bind themcelves to repeat
any broadcasts that suffer as a result of such inter-

ference or breakdown,

The Luthority reserves the right to suspend indefinitely
or for such time as it will consider necessary, any
percon from participating in any of the programmes in
this scheme in the event that auch person chall have,

in the Authority's view, coumitted & serious breach of

the ruleg, particularly rule 7.

armeg in this series will be broadcast on ri

Progr i
at 8.%0 p.m. Llternative timing arrangementc may Be madc
Foxr

] f.‘)

cupmertime.,

Provided adequate motice is given, the futhoriity will

fdw0ut and spdvance publicity om the
T

o e
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iLosue o Cress

will aloc be arrvanged,
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sdvence informetion aboutl spesakers and the cholice of
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it will be to choose the subject and speakers will

(o]

upply the required information to the Authority by

fon

10t later than noon on Monday preceding Friday of

the political broadcast., In turn, the Authority will
inforn the other Party of the subject and speakers
celected by mot later than the following day (office
hours), In the case where the subject proposed by the
selecting Farty is not approved by the futhority,
notification to the other Party willbe made as soon as

posecible,

ik, Political Parties participating in the schere nay
request a tape recording of any political prograomme
under the scheme after the programme hag been broadcast,
In such cases, the tape is to be provided by the
requesting party, /£ period of seven dayo from the date

of the broadcast is allowed for such requesto,

15, The Tollowing arrangements are made for party political

broadcasting during the period 1%976/80,

4 me., P . RN . e PR - . s . . 2 ; =R
i6, “he oection recerved for Conferences congista of 41

programmes and comprises two tvpes of conferences -

"Tonferenza Folitilze" snd "Tonferenza Ctanmpe ™
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20,

“he Conferences will be under the charge of a Chairnan,
noninated by the Zroadeasting Authority, after
consultation with the Political Parties. A subctitute

Chairnan may also be appointed,

The Chairman should ensure that both speakers and
guestioners keep to the subject selected for the
Conference, Under this scheme, the Chairman hac full
discretionary powers to be able to regulate the
Conference fairly and firmly, in order to ensure clarity

at all times and a fair opportumity for all,

The Party representative who will be addressing the
Conference may be accompanied by another person of hir
choice who may ancswer any question which the official
party ocpolkesman wisheg to refer to hin, Iowever, the
questioning panel are to addrecs all their cuectiong

end cupplementaries to the official party representative,
Tuestions should be brief and to the point.
Tuegtioners may put one guection and supplenentary

guestions to the Spealer., The Chairman should endeavour

to induce spealiers te reply

= B
4

to them whilst endeavouring to restrain
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Telaviiion
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The Conferences are pre-recorded av tae
Studios, /11 participants are to be at the Ztudios

not later than half-an-hour before recording tiwme,
Unless otirerwise directed by the suthority, recordi
will taize plazce at 2.%0 p.m sharp on the day of broad-
cect, Only the participants and the party Broadcasiting

Officer or Liis reprecentative may attend during the

chiecking of the play-back, Conferences will be re--recorde.

only if thie Zuthority's representative decides that =

gerious techmical fault has occurred,

POLIVICLL COINIITIICHE

2k, There will be ceven political conferences in this ceriec.
Political conferences will be distributed as foliloc. o
lalta Labour Party . % Political Conferences of

60 minutes each and one o7
40 minuteg

Hationalist Party - 3 Political Conferences of
60 minutes each

S . Pelitical Ceonferences will be conducted on S-e Soll ~wir .

Introductions L min.

Cpeeler?s introduction 5 mins,
Sueation Tine 48 ming,
C@@@ka?gs roundéup 5 mins,

ok o

o S




26, Tour questioners will take part in each political

conference, They will be selected as follows:-

2 to be nominated by the Malta Labour Party

2 to be nominated by the Nationalist Party

27 £fter the Chairman's introductory remarks, the Party
representative will make a brief statement on the

subject chosen for the Political Conference,

8. Then all questions have been dealt with, and provided
that tine ic still availeble, the speaker may nale &
concluding statement,

PRZSS CONFERENCIS

29, T"here will e four Press Conferencec in the present
ceries., Press Conferences will be distributed as

followe:

Melta Lahour Party: 2 Press Conferences of
60 minutes each
Nationalist Party: 2 Presg Conferences of

60 pinutes each

30, Preso representation at each Press Conference will be
a5 followo:
i} On & regular basis:

A e 1 P 1T
' 1lied llewspapers




ii) On a roster basis:

The Dulletin
Lehen do-Sewwa
Mediterranean News

The /uthority reserves the right to review the cuestion

0of Press representation from time to tine,

31, ~?recs representatives have the right to put ore

question and supplementary guestions,

52, £11 general rules, pertaining to conferencegs will also

apply to Presg Conferences,

BISCUSSIONT

General ules

3%. The present series of Discussions is nade up of eight

political debates of 45 minutes each.

3L, Ticcucocions are trancmitted from Zendir lialta CStucdios
after pre-vecording. {711 participants are 1o be at
the Citudicn not later than hall-an=hour before recording

time. Unless otherwise directed by the futhority,
recovding will tae place at 2,30 po, gharp m the dey of
broadcect. Only the participants and the partieg?
I"\L!i"

‘ficers or their representatives nav

attend during the checlking of the play=-bac

Jiseusgions will be re=-recorded only if the, futhority's

4 : s ' - LI
decides thet o serious technicel fanld




36, 4 Chairman will talke charge of all debates and
diceungociong in the gseries, A substitute Chairman

nay also be appointed.

37. The Chairman should ensure that clarity prevails
at all times and that an equal opportunity is
presented to both sides., The Chairman retains full
diccretionary powers to act as necessary to ensure
that the interests of viewers and listenere are safe--

guarded,
DEBATES

38, In thisc schene, the title "Debate" should be talkken to
mean a discussion between two representatives chosen
hy each of the two Parties taking part in the ochene,
The 3ebate will be under the control of a Chairman
noninated hy the Broadcasting Authority after consultation

with the Partien,

%S, Debates will be conducted on the following linesi-

.
A e

L mAng,
F AR

O WiNg.,
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S5 O mins,

e
5 mins,
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111 those taking »part in debates muot strictly
follow the Chairman's instrucitions whoge decigion

.

in the proper conduct of the debate will be final,

LAVISION PROGRAMIES PRODUCED 3BY TUT PLLTIED

52,

£t the discretion of the parties, these programmes
may vary from the straight talii to a more elebroate

production,

These programmes will not be of more than i5 minutes

duration and will only be broadcast on televigion,

t production script muct be prepared and this is to
reach the Authority's Offices typewritten and in
triplicate not later than noon on the ednesday before
the day of broadcast except for programmeg talken in
interview form which may be unscripted, In 2ll cages
legal vetting will take place, in concultation with
the partiesc concerned, at least %6 hourc before the
programme ic due to be recorded, The Authority's

decision will be fTinal.

Those talking part or the person respomsible for the

nrogramne rmust he at the television studios at 2.30 p.n.

Cu b
on the dav of broedcast for the programme to he rehearged
recorded, In the cese of talks in imterview form

the recording will talke place at 2,.%0 »n.m, on the Yednesdsy

nreceding the Friday of




&7,

48,

=~
O
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ihe time allotted to each political party should
net e exceeded and in the case of ccripted
progranmes there must be no material devietion
from the script, Opealers are allowed thirty

seconds grace on each fifteen ninute programme,

£fter the broadcast, copies of the script of each
straight tallr in the Party Political Broadcast series
will be sent it the Broadcasting Officers of both
Political Farties and will also be available to the
Press, Thisc facility will not be available in the

cagse of broadcacte made in any other forn.

These programmes will be assigned as follows:
lialta Labour Party - 2 programmes of 15 mins, each
and 1 programme of 10 ning,

llationalist Party - & programmes of 15 ming, each

The futhority retaing full discretionary powers on the

goability or otherwilise of any naterial proposed
for inclusion ir these programmes, Mo assigtance is
to be expected from the /futhority in filming, talking

cf stills, or in putting graphic meterisl together.

£11 iilustrative meterial nmust he commigsioned by ithe

+4 - I S 41 T 3
rtieg tihemgelvep and subnitted to the Authoriiy

e cerint of the programme.,



LUALYSTS OF TELEVISION PROGRAMMES
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Lppendix II11

Table 1, Dreaidown of all Television Programmes

Weekly
Average Hours
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Brealtdown of Cable
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Ippendix

oy

Radio One

Locally Originaved Progrannegd

wr

Heekly
Average Iourc

%

1978/79

1977/76

1978/79

1977/78

and Magazine
Prog¥ammes

ITews

Talizs & BDigccusscions

linisterialsc and
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lLeligious Broadcacts
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idult Bducation

Children's Programmes

Informative
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l"altece Meadings
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Cerious Music

Tight/Popular Music
“lomen'e Progranmes

£ el oy e
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Average Ilours

1978/'79

1977/78

1978/79

llews & lagazine
Progranmmes

and 2discugsionc

r T
Tallke

. .

liinigterials and
~ight of Nleply

~eligious Zroadcacstso
~chools
S7ult BEducation

Children's Programmes:
Informative
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Terious Music
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Vlomen'c Programmen
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Table 3,

Prea’tdown of iadio lislta Two

7,

- Weekly
tverage ours

%

11978/79

1977/18

1978/79

1577/18

Tews & Magazine
Programmes

Cerious Music

Light/Popular Mugic

1,17
13.02
111,81

1,47
13,10
111.67

=9
14}03
88,8

126,03

126,00

100,0

Table 4,

Breakdown of FPadio Malta Three

Weekly
ftverage Houre

1978/79

1977/78

!

1978/7¢

1977/78

Hews & Magazine
Programmec
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Zeligious Broadcagts
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Table 5, Brealkdown of Radioc Malte Three

{(Locally Producerd)

Weekly

Average Hours

1978/79 | 1977/78 1978/79 | 1977/78

Tews & lMagazine 4 e 4 -
Prograrnes b1k 1.17 s '
Ldult Dducetion .50 .50 7 o
Serious Mugic 1,88 . 85 2.7 1,2
Light/Popular Musgic 47,00 65 .87 67.% oL, 7
Others .01 - 1,7 -

54,52 68,7390 77.9 7.7
Foreign moteripl 15,48 1.61 20,1 oL

70,00 70,00 150,60 CC.0
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REPORT OF THE AUDITORS
TO THE MEMBERS OF
THE BCARD OF THE BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

We have examined the annexed Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure
Account which are in agreement with the books and records kept by the
Authority and have obtained all the information and explanations which
to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for the purposes
of our audit. Proper books of account have been kept, so far as appears

from our examination thereof.

In our opinion and according to the information and explanations given
to us, the said Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account, read
in conjunction with the notes thereon, give respectively a true and
fair view of the state of affairs of the Authority at 31st March. 13979
and of the deficit for the year ended on that date,

(signed)

Diamantino, Manfre' & Co
Certified Public Accountants

Valletta Bulldings
South Street
Valletta

Late: 10th July, 1979




BRCADCASTING AUTHORITY

(Constituted under Ordinance XX of 1961)
PALANCE SHEET

A8 AT 31st MARCH, 1979

Notes
FIXED ASSETS T & 2
CURRENT ASSETS : : 3

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Financed by:
GRANTS 5
GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS

T.ess;
WOOME AXD EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

- Adverse Balance

. .

(Slgﬂed}
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Page 78.

£M £M
5,725

75573

764576

(69,003)

(63,278)

16,960
35,127

52,087

(115,365)

R RS ATTEERY

(63,278)

o~

O

"t of

16,960
34,603

51,563

(95,273)

(43,710)

Pages 80 -~ 22
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“ROADCASTING AUTHORITY
‘OME_AND_EXPENDITURE_ ACCOUNT
THE YFAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1979

B

‘arnment Contributions from Licence Fees
+wcence Fees from contracts
Ground Rents
Bank Interest (Net)

TXPENDITURE
Prescribed Programmes (Schedule 1)
Incurred on Sound Broadcasts

Incurred on Television Broadcasts

ministration Expenses (Schedule 2)

Cost of Fixed Assets acquired during the year
Shortfall in respect of prescribed programmes

Profit realised on Sale of Fixed Asset

DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR

ADVERSE BALANCE BROUGHT FORVARD
FROM PREVIOUS YEAR

- T WRLITY ATY TITT Mo 4’1“!;-»--- "‘7\
PRIODR YEAR ADJUSTHENTS (lote 7

Page 79.

£M

50,835
751

188

51,825

|

———

3,406
8,468

11,874
30,785

42,659

- Do o

on rages ol - o
v
L

these fccounts
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ROADCASTING AUTHORITY
JOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS
31st MARCH, 1979

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Depreciation of Fixed Assets.

Page 80.

Depreciation is calculated to write off the cost of the assets over

their estimated useful lives on a straight line basis at the rates

shown below:

Freehold Land Nil
Furniture, Fittings and
Office Equipment 20 -~ 10%
Technical Equipment 25%
Studio Equipment 20%
Motor Vehicle 20%
Radio Malta -
Furniture and Fittings 35 - 20 - 10%
Studio and Technical Equipment 25 -« 20 - 10%

Debtors

¥nowvm Bad Debts are written off and provision is made for amounts known

to be doubtful of recovery.

2. FIXED ASGETS

Cost Depreciation
£M £
Freehold Land 655 -
Purniture, Pittings and
Qffice Equipment £,079 6,004
10,657 10,553
8,11¢ n,110
R, 8,170

Studio end Tedhnical

™

Equipment

1978

£ £
€55 £55
1,195 1,210
104 200
G50
”égw - “:_{"« ]




Page 81,
ROADCASTING AUTHORITY
JTEE TO THE ACCOUNTS
i1st MARCH, 1979

3. CURRENT ASSETS

1978

£M £M
Debtors and Prepayments 4,380 5,089

Less:
Provision for Bad and Doubtful Debts 1,567 1,567
2,813 3,522
Cash in Hand and at Bank 4,760 i 210
7,573 3,732
4, CURRENT LIABILITIES

JI75

£M £M
Creditors and Accruals. 76,576 53,612
Bank Cverdraft - 1,397
76,576 55,009

Included in Creditors and Accruals is an amount of £M85,894 (1978 £M64,630)
representing the Authority’s Liability arising cut of Breoadcasting
agreements for shortfalls in amcounts pavable towards the improvement

of programmes.

nese represent grants of Technical Equipment received from foreign

Orcanicsatinnt,
Crogenisatlons.



Page 82,
SRCADCASTING AUTHORITY
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS
31st MARCH, 1979

6. GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS

These relate to Contributions from Wireless
Licence fees and are made up as follows:

1978
£M £M
Amounts applied for capital
purposes to date 33,664 33,140
Provision for loss or damage
to films on hire 1,463 | 1,463
35,127 34,603

7-» PRIOR YFARS' ADJUSTMENT

£M
Arrears paid to present and former
staff of the Authorityv in accordance
with the staff re-organisation agreement
dated S5th January, 1979 -
Amount relating to prior years 11,105
Lcss;
Ehortfall in respect of prescribed programmes
20% of Arrears paid allocated o Expenditure
cn Prescribed Programmes thereby reducing
Shortfall 2,221



Page 83,
Schedule 1,
HRECADCASTING AUTHORITY
EXPENDITURE ON PRESCRIBED PROGRAMMES
FOR_THE YFAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1979

Expenditure on Sound and Television Broadcasts is regulated by Clause 12
~f an agreement dated 28th September, 1961 which stipulates an expenditure
. programmes prescribed by the Authority as follows:
Sound Broadcasts £M10,000
Television Broadcasts £M25,000

The amount incurred during the year is as shown below:

TOTAL SOUND TELEVISION

T ” r

1 1978 1978 1978 }

£M £M £M £M £M £M
Airtime and Studio ! ‘
Charges 4,229 4,074 1,336 | 1,161 2,893 2,913
Depreciation on ! } ‘

Technical Equipment 104 104 52 E 52 52 52
! 1 |

Froportion of Overhead ! ! !
Expenses (Schedule 2) 6,880 74696 1,961 ‘ 2,193 4,919 i 5,502

! . |
1
“iability for amount ; ;
avable towards the . ; ;
rrovement of f ! ;

grammes 23,787 | 23,7126 6.457 ! 5,504’ 17,138 16,332,

| —

35,000 g 35,000 10,000 1%@@@2 25,000 258,000 !

1 !
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Schedule 2.
BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1979
£ £M | &M
Audit Fee 350 i 350
Depreciation ?
Furniture and Fittings 255 1 260
Office Equipment 254 i 201
Motor Vehicle 325 834 ! 325
‘ty Visits Abroad 451 | -
»tertainment and Hospitality 193 E 70
Gratuities 462 ' 2,765
Honoraria to Members 1,750 ; 1,750
Professional Fees and Expenses 611 . 914
Maintenance and Repairs 172 ) 125
Membership Fees -~ International Organisations 3,696 ! 3,074
Mational Insurance Contributions 12 . 865
FPostages, Telegrams and Telephones 1,251 892
"rovision for Bad and Doubtful Debts - } 1,567
ant 1,325 ; e
vezntals of Wired Sound and Television Sets 68 ] 175
Ytationery 366 ' 249
Staff Superannuation Scheme 1,664 : T, E0
Subscriptions te Newspapers, etce 140 76
319 l 270
220 ! 297

Amounts <harged against prescribed programmes:

{n

(5,503)

L




BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES TN THE CASH POSITION
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1979

£M
unds became available during
the year as follows,
Government Contributions 50,835
Sundry Income : 990
and applied to meet
Expenditure on
Prescribed Programmes 11,213
Administration 27,519
leaving a balance of Income
over Expenditure of (1978 Deficit)
"rom this balance is deducted
“urchases of Fixed Assets (less Profit
realised on sale of fixed asset) 514
~ovisions for amounts pavable in
respect of prescribed programmes 23,787
aaving a net deficlt for the year of
The Deficit is decreased by
709

increase in Crediltors
Retained Depreciation {including

. 3 '] e T an S S A 3 - e e
met book velus of filued ascset

in

-

(8]
Fond
L3
L
Ix
"
¢

Page 85,

Schedule 3.
1978
£M £M
38,000
611
51,825 38,611
11,874
30,785
(38,732) (42,659)
13,093 (4,049
13
23,126
(24,301) (23,139)
(11,208) | (27,187)

prepale i E S o
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Schedule 3 Cont.

'"DCASTING AUTHORITY
'IGES IN THE CASH POSITION (Continued)
. ENDED 31st MARCH, 1979

. Net Cash Surplus for the year effected the Authority's Liquid Funds

as follows:

Cash and Bank
Balances as at

31.3.78  31.3.79 1978
£M £M £M £M
lJank Savings Account 184 2,907 2,723 (2,610)
Trrent Account (14397) 1,851 3,248 (3,248,
h 26 2 (24) (19)
(1,187) 4,760 5,947 (5,877)
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Schedule 4.
ADCASTING AUTHORITY
NGES IN NET VORKING CAPITAL POSITION
'Rk ENDED 31st MARCH, 1979
1973
£M £M £M
Cash Surplus (1978 Deficit)
for the year (Schedule 3) 5,947 5,877
Decrease in Debtors : 709 (47)
Increase in Creditors 22,964 19,083
23,673 19,055
wcrease in Net Working Capital 17,726 24,913






