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JINTRODUCTORY

REadio and television broadeasting services in Malta
are under the supervision and control of the Broadcasting
Authority which is now in its seventeenth year of operation,
Established in September 1961, the Broadcasting Authority is
a statutory body having a distinct legal personality, In
terms of current legislation, the Authority consists of a
Chairman and not less than four other members appointed by
the President of the Republic acting in accordance with the
advice of the Prime Minister given after consultation with
the Leader of the Opposition, This method of appointment
and the fact that Constitutional provisions relating to
broadcasting are entrenched in Malta's Constitution are
unique but broadcasting itself is unique and different from
other forms of communication, At the heart of broadcasting
is the mass audience,

Radio and television possess the unique guality of
addressing simultaneously the greater part of the population
in thelr thousands of homes, Other methods of communication
like the press, the posial and telephone services, which
people receive in their homes, cannot do so, Broadcasting
can bring an event to a large audience not only simultaneously
but immediately it happens, Everybody can watch the official
opening of Parliament, listen {0 an important parliamentary
debate or focllow the proceedings connected with the visit of
8 foreign Head of State, There are other forms of compunication
such as the theatre, films or public meetings which address a
considerable number of people at the same time but thev do not
reach their audience in their homes and compered with
broadecasiing the nmumwbers thev address are very small,

3

The Auvthority’s responsibili

3

itles viswa~viaz the
hrosdeasting redia iwmpose omerous obligations end some Jorm
of public regualtilon is therefore necessary in +this arsa of
goclal acltivity where scarce snd valuable asdional assetlts are
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involved, The Authority's main function in this process

of regualtion is defined in Section 122(1) of the Comstitution
which imposes upon the Authority the duty of ensuring the
preservation of due impartiality in respect of matters of
political or indusirial controversy or relating to current
public polioy, It is also incumbent on the Authority to
fairly apportion broadcasting facilities and time between
persons belonging to different political parties, To underline
the serious nature of these duties, the Constitution further
provides that in the exercise of its main function, the
Authority "is not subject to the direction or control of any
other person or authority”, The Authority, in its turn is
answerable for the services it seeks to provide through
Contractors in two ways. First, Government receives an annual
report on its activities and it has been the custom in recent
years to lay a copy of this report before Parliament. Second,
the Authority is in effect appointed by Government in the
manner described earlier in this chapier and the Government is,
of course, itself answerable to Parliament,

There is a good deal of misconception in the publicls
mind about the Authority’s role, Reduced to its simplest terms
this role is the safeguarding of the public interest in broad-
casting, It wust also be clearly understood that the Authority
toes not i1tself provide the broadcasting services, This right
gnd duty i3 enfrusted to Xandir Malta, the broadcasting division
within the Telemalta Em%psraiionﬂ There 1z, therefore, a
constent need for dialogue between the Authority and the
broadcasters and cooperailon between the two organisations is
egsential. TUltimately, someome has to have the reaoponsibility
Tor deciding which aspect of the public interest ghould prevail
and

et can be broadeast in particular circumstences ai sny

A st

given tlme, In tarms of the law, this responsibility rests with



the Anthordty. It is for dthis resason dthat the Authority
involves itese?f in programming and discusses the essential
details of scheduling, programpe balance, violence, political
bias or any of the other charges brought against the broad-
casters by organised institutions or by members of the public,
The broadcasters should respect and respond to the views and
requirements of the Authority which in carrying out its legal
functions seeks to explain why 1t wishes things to be dome in
one way rather than in another way. If they do not, their
credibility in certain aspects of broadcasting will be challénged
and eventually undermined, This does not mean that broadcasters
must trim and shape their programmes to suit those who express
resentment or concern but they must accept that in the final _
analysis the Authority bears the responsibility for deciding

the basis on which the broadcasting services are 1o be conducted,

These services are quite extensive in relation to the
size of the Maltese Islands, They consist of a television
service, two Cable Radie networks and three wireless Radio
services, The total number of broadeasting hours on all services
during the year ended 31st March, 1978 was as follows:=

Televisiona ' 2129 hours

Cable Radlo One; 0240 n _

Cable Radio Two: 4260 " {up to 31.12.77)
Radio Malta Natilonal: 6552 "

Radio Malta Musical:f552 v

Radio Malta
International:2b4n n

@vax@@ag Service
{"Melta Calling” and
"Lghen Malta’ )i cig M
The Oversess redic service has established 1tesel?
especially with nelghbouring countrles to ithe noxrth and south

&7 Malta and mey contribiite ftowards the “pobercenent of friendly




relations between Malta's neighbouring countries since
broadcasting in its unique way is able to report,

represent and make comprehensible, in words and {possibly
later) in pictures, the host of things demanding consideration
for communication between peoples, At a time when people
worry that society is fragmenting, broadcasting should be
exploited for its capacity to weld people together, It

should be used to link people, give the masg audience common
topics of conversation, make them realise that, in experiencing
similar emotions, they all belong to the same nation,



PROFILE OF TEE YEAR

The Authority

The Authority is a non-profit making organisation
whose income derives from wireless licence fees through an
annuanl srant allocated by the Government for the services of
the Authérit&. The Chairman and Menbers of the Board are not
regquired to offer their services on a full-time basis, They
hold office for a period of up to five years and are ineligible
for appointment to any public office within a three-~year period
subsequent to the day on which they last held office as a member
of the Authority, On the 3ist March 1978 the Authority was
composed as folléws:-

Dr, Gerald Montanaro Gauci,LL,D, (Chairman)
Mr Beneld Dalli

Mr Nicholas Debono

Dr Albert Manche! LL,D,

Mr Richard A, Matrenza, D,Pol,Econ, (Oxon),
F,L. Eecon,3,

On the 18th Octobey, 1077 the present Chairman and
Members of the Authority were conflirmed in their appoiniment for
a further period of one wyear which is due to expire in October,
1978, It has often been suggested in 1hese Leports that the
Government would be well advised to cansider enlarging the
menbership of the Authority in order to ease or {o away altogether
with guorum Jdifficulties which mav occur from time to time, It

willi be recalled theat In terms of the Broadecagting Ordinance
&

the gquorum of the futhority shall censist of three members in
addition to the Chairman. The Drdinsnce sglan nrovides for g
nezinmue of siz members in addition to the Chalrman., The

initments is also %c be recozmended in the

staggering ol ap
interest preserving centinuity,

Turing the vear 197778 the iutherity met in Tormal
gsessione on 16 cccasions each session lasting aprromimately

Ll % manea
B hours.

e



The futhoritv!s Staff &a

The number of staff in post at the end of March 1978
was eleven, five less than at the end of the previous year,
Two members of the staff resigned in order to take up
erployment elsewhere and three female staff members had their
service terminated as a result of a new policy adopted by the
futhority in connection with the non-retention in employment
of female married employees, This was in accordance with the
practice followed by the Civil Service and by para-statal
organisations, Adequate arrangements, based on modern lines,
were made by the Authority for the payment of gratuities to
its former female staff,

The post of Chief IExecutive which is provided for inmn
the Broadcasting Ordinance remained vacant, Meanwhile, the
futhority continued with its former arrangement through which
the Cecretary to the futhority carries out the day-to-day
tusiness of the Authority acting in accordance with directives
given to him by the Board and consistently in close consultation
with the Chairman, The Prime Minister is vesited with the
authority to appoint a Chief Executive and an indication of
Government's thinking on this question was given in reply to
a parliamentary gquestion on the subject, In January 1878, the
Prime Minister stated that former Administrations did not feel
any great necessity to retain this post so much so that under the
iTationalist Adwministration the post of Chief Executive had
renained vacant for about three vears from November 1968 +o
Howvenber 1671 although, at the time, the hroadcasting sector
wae in the hands of a foreign company = Rediffusion - and the
futhority was supposed to look after the financial interests
of its ligteners and viewers, The Prime Minister acded that

aloo on thils occesion it i1z not clear whether the Autherity

zrezatly reduced regsponsgib! Lles zpart From the s

.
SRit NS
ing up

Tardlr ¥alta, reculires a Chief Zxecutlive,

The Zuthority hopes and will continue to insist on a
nernanent cettlement of its staf? structure which ig clesely
related to the exercise of staff recrgenisaticn heth in terms

meretion,

of nersonpel and rev Zarcise, when comp
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is due to take effect retrospectively from the beginning

of February 1974, Discussions with the Establishments
Division of the Prime Minister'!'s 0ffice and the Unions
cbncerneﬁ had started some years ago but these were held

up and are still pending due to Government's policy not to
negotiate with unions still involved in industrial action,
It was recently announced that Government intended to carry
on with the few remaining cases, including the Authority's
vhere the reorganisation exercise has not been completed,

The Autgoritzfs Finances

The approved Government Estimates for the financial
year 1977-78 show an allocation of £M50,000 for the services
of the Authority., In fact, during the year Government
contributions received by the Authority amounted to £M38, 000,
These funds were not enough to cover expenditure and an
overall deficit of £M27,187 resulted, In accordance with the
Authority's contractual obligations arising out of the
Broadcasting Agreements which are still in force, provision
has been made to cover the maximunm 1iability in respect of
prescribed programmes., As at 31st March 1978, this shortfall
amounted to £M23,126 as shown in Notes 2 and 3 to the Accounts
which are reproduced as an appendix to this Report, The Actual
cash position of the Authority shows a net decrease of €M3,877
in the funds avallabdle,

The difficulties experienced last vear in the avallability
of funds were repeated in 1977-~78 and it was only alfter a
subatantiael amount had heen incurred by way of overdraft that
fundls were made available in Ociober 1977, This position was
a source of conslderable embarressment to the Authority and
could have been avoelded by the tiwmely relaase of Iunds allocated
fer the expenses of the Luihority., This sspect of the Auvthoritv's
Zinsneing was actively pursued dn high level discussions with
the Government and later, towsrds the close of the Ilnancial
vear, 1t was also pointed out that in terms of Section 12 of



the Broadcasting Ordinance the minimum annual allocation to

the Znthority should be &M45,000, The Authority is not a
cormercial organigation and any excess revenue over expenditure
which nmay result will be declared surplus and retuxrned to the
Consolidated Fund,

The Authority retains that adequate and guranteed
financing for the broadcasting sector is a form of investment
which is ultimately reflected in programme guality., The
Authority will persist in its efforts to help raise the level
of programming and favourable consideration of its reasonable
reguests for an assured income is one of the factors which will
contribute towards the success of this task,

The principle of fair dealing applies to all types of-
prograrmes, There is in addition a specific requirement 4n
the Constitution and in the Broadcasting Ordinance which is
binding on both the Authority and Zandir Malta that due
impartiality is preserved om the part of the persons providing
the programmes as respects matters of political or industrial
gontroversy or relating to current public policy., The term
tdue?! ig pignificant, The Authority and the broadcasters are
not required to secure impartiality on matters on which society
is virtually unanimous such as drug=trafficking, racial
intollerance or cruelty but impartiality is required where there
ig diversity of opinion., This view was held by the Court of

Lpneal in its iundgements relating to specific legal proceedings
talten againot the Authority by the Opposition Nationalist Party,
Current affairs or documentarv programmes dealing with matters of
political or industrial comiroversy or relating 1o curreni public
noliny st attempt to he impartisl, This does nol mean that

g crude form of halance 1o recguired in ithe zense of an egual
azrher of lines in a script bheing devoted to eack view but

rather that the programme should avoild giving biased treatment

to anv one point of view., Tmpartiality reguires, for example
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that in a discussion on any matter of controversy on public

policy as wide a range of opinions as possible are represented,

Programmes should not be slanted one way or another or by
sleading emphasis,

The Authority systematically monitors selected areas of
the programme output in relation to programme schedules for
radio and television, Television programmes are monitored daily
from Station Opening to Station Close~down, Output is assessed
against specific guidelines in programming, advertising and
other matters, Monitoring staff give particular attention to
locally originated programmes, Their assessment is based on
various aspects amongst which are the appeal of the subject
natter of a programme to the audience for whom it is intended,
balance, treatment of subject, performance and interpretation,
presentation, visual element, direction and technique,

Current affairs programmes and News Bulletins are given
particular attegntion in order to ensure observance of statutory
requirements, The same applies to reports of sittings of the
House of Representatives, These are thoroughly checked against
reportis published in newspapers and where necessary with unedited
versions of the Debates of the House of Bepresentatives,

A wide selection of programmes on Sound is momnitored
10ff Adir?! during working hours and through tapes supplied by
Zandir Malta after transwmisgssion of programmes, This sblection
invariably includes all new programmes scheduled durding the
specific guarter, Monitoring of Sound broadcastimg includes

dailv programmes such as "Mill=Gurnali tal-Lum" and "Harsa

LeiNasasaa’ 88 well as all Jews Bulletins, Oiher programmes of

a ourrent affairs nature

nTT

are reguiariv monitered are

nn miz-Zefac” end "MilleAhbariiiet tal«Cimgha', "MMinn

Tullimkien” and"Wice Imb Wice’, "Stharr 1@ u Fehmiet", "Fidel

Tlux", Hadiu Ritratt” and the weekly discussion programme
"Hithaddtuba,



The programme staff also nonitor prograrmes falling
under other categories such as those of the magazine type,
religious, informative or the adult education type., Amongst
these are the daily women's programmes "Il-Mara Maltija" and
"Ghan-1Tisa Maltin u Ghawdxin","Bieb Miftuh" and "Ahna Trabbejna
Sew?, '"Zmienna" and the daily children's programne,

Throughout the year under review programmnes on both
Sound and Television monitored by the programme staff reached
the six thousand mark, Of these about 4000 programmes belonged
to the News and Current Affairs category,

48 a result of this process of exanination and enquiry
there have been occasions during the year when the Authority has
had to intervene with Xandir Malta, Unfortunately the Authority's
views were not always given the weight they deserved and in two
instances the lack of {imely rectification led to lengthy legal
proceedings being taken by the Mationalist Party, This Party
had felt aggrieved at the manner in which a speech delivered by
the Leader of the Nationalist Party on the occasion of a rally
held to comnenorate the First of May 1977 was reported in the
news bulletins, Another occasion concerned a parlianeniary
report of a speech by the Leader of the Opposition delivered in
the House of Hepresentatives con the 18th July, 1977, In both
instances, the Court held that the speeches were mot fairly
reported and sufficient accurasy was not maintained, In
separate judgements, the Court had ordered the broadcast of
revised versions of both speeches, The two cases cane before
the Court of fppesl and, subsequently, the Authority issued

directives ordering the broadcast of the speeches in
revised and correctied version,

Consultetion is held in twe directions, sozetines set
in meticn by the Authority and sometimes by Zandir Malte, It
1ls & matter of routine to require Yandir Malte to supply
information aboul their programmes, This may be done on lhe
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Wi g
Authority'!s initiative when clarification seems necessary
about certain programme aspects or as a result of complaints
received by the Authority, All complaints are investigated
and there have been instances when these were found to be of
a frivolous nature and unfounded, Others were followed up
consistently in correspondnece and discussion, The Authority
believes that through mutual understanding and cooperation,
much can be done (and in some instances substantial progress

has already been registered) to further the interests of good
broadcasting.

Broadcasting Parliament

Broadcasting history was made in Malta on the i3th
October 1977 with the direct radio transmission of a parliamentary
gsession in which the Prime Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition took part., If Parliament's decision to broadcast
its proceedings on that occasion were to be followed by a
decision to allow similar facilities on, at least, special
events, the guality of political coverage could improve and
would help make Parliament more real to the public in general,
Continuous l1live broadcasting of all Parliamentary Debates night
not bhe in the public interest since this would not give a real
reflection of how Parliawment works but the transmission of
special debates o0f general public interest could be a step in
the right direction, It is recognised, however, that this is
a matter for Parliament to decide,

Partyv Political Droadecasts

mi. o -
The aryTrengenm

ty political broadc: g
rewiawad everv vear helwecrn the Authority ard the political
narties reprssented in Parliament., The total amount of ITime for
these broszdcasts is discussed on the hasis of proposals put
forward hvy the Authority and the number of broesdcasts allocated
to a political narty dis determined by the electamal support it

received 2g reflected by the number of its Parliamentary seats,



On the 30th January 1978, a meeting was held with
repregentatives fromthe two political parties during which varying
views were expressed, In the absence of unaninity, the Authority
decided to implement the system adopted the previous year,

This consigted of a scheme of 24 programmes spread over a period
of 12 months and included Press and Political Conferences,
Political Uebates and programmes produced in their entirety by
the parties themselves, This last category of broadcasts -

the only one transmitted solely on television, the rest are
transmitted simultaneously on both radio and television - has
been guite successful and has contributed towards a gradual
improvement in the system of party political broadcasting,

The schenme in operation throughout the period under
review allocated airtime and programmes as follows:-

Programme Malta ationalist
gran: :
Labour Party Party
i) Press Conferences 2 x 60 mins, 2 xz 60 mins.
ii) Political Conferences 3 % 60 %oz 6o W
1 x ko M
iii) Politickl Cebates b o4y oW 4 o hBvow

iv) Party Productions 2 x 15 ® 2 15
1 x 10 0

In paking these arrangements, the Authority was
conscious that the system could be further improved to reflect
better both the public and party interests. The ‘uthority

ffered to consider other arrangements 1if fresk proposalc were
to we made after Turither zftudy ond with the parties! cgreement,

Tt ig Ffeshionable to criticise party political broadenziso and,

iw pualito had 4
e e A ke e e U Ind ki ..;.;m

o doubt, much ceuld bhe done to lmprove the
the main this depends on the participants themselves., There is
no doubt, however, that the major political parties siould have
direct accegs to radio and television airtime necause they are

2t the heart of democracy and it is thev who formulate the policies



on which everyone depends, The media provides thenm with an
opportunity to address the public in the terms and manner

they see Tit,

Ministerial Broadcasts

Tistinct arrangements are renewed automatically every
vear between the Government and the Authority for Ministerial
Broadcasts, The scope of these broadcasts is to afford airtime
to the Government, in view of its special respomnsibilities for
the care of the nation, to address the public on matters which,
for example, are purely factual, or explanatory of approved
legislative or administrative policies or in the nature of
appeals to the nation to cooperate in national policies which
reguire the public'’s active participation,

The detailed procedure governing Ministerial Broadcasts
and the possible authorization of rights of reply is reproduced
in the appendices section of this Report,

The following Ministerial Broadcastis were delivered
during the period April 1677 to March 1978:-

i, Minister of Welfare, Labour and Culture (21/10/77)
2. Minister of Welfare, Labour and Culiure (8/11/77)

3, Minister of Justice, Lands, Fousing and Purllam@mt Ty
Affairs (AL/;1/7

L, Minister of Finance, Customs and People's Financial
Investments (29/12/77)

5, Minister of Tourism {(14/12/77)

. Minister of Paragtat&i and People's Incdustries (85/1/98)

7. Minister of Trade {(15/2/78)

A e

8, Minister of Industry, Fisheries and Lgricmltnre (24/5/78)
O, PMindster of Tealth and Zrpvironmens | ”/”/“E,

10, Minister of Works and Sport (gi/ﬁ/va}



The total annual allocation of time for Minisieriesl
Proadcasts im 240 ninutes of which 236 minutes were utilised

for this prupose during the year,

Lddresses to the pation by the Prime Minister come into
o geparate category, OSuch broadcasts took place on three

occasions: On the 25th April, 28th September and on the 3ist
Jecenber 1077,

The right of reply was claimed in respect of six
broadcasts (five relating to broadcasts by Ministers and one
by the Prime Minister), Recuests for the right to reply were
nade on five occasions by the MNationalist Party and one request
wags received from the Association of Self-Employed, The
futhority considered all the requests in detail and granted
the Hationalist Party the right to reply to one broadcast
which was delivered by the Minister of Health and Environment,
L elain put forward by the llationalist Party to reply to the
Prime Minister's end-of-year broadcast was the subject of legal
proceedings on which Court judgement is still pending.

Ldvisory Commitiees

In terme of fection 10 of the Broadcasting Ordinance,
the futhority may appoint, or arrange for the assistance of
sdvisory committees to give advice fto the Authority and hroad-

ati

]

-ng contractors on educational and religious matters, on
standards of conduct in the advertising of goods or services and
nn suca otler matiters as the Authority may determine, Two

advisory commitiess were functioning during the wvesar.,

e Religlious Eroadecasting Ldvisorv Committee wes

- Pr = -1 P I e P X K
recoeratituted dn fungust 1097

" o

hority accepted

)

Torwvard

e

by =

the nominees put ls Grace the Archbishop and

annointed the following zentlenmen to advise the Au

nority and

- . . 5 ] - b b | -
generzlly to leok after the religd

L




Zev, J. Bernard, S.J, (Chairman)
Rewv, I, Aguilina

kev, F, Biloecca, O0,F,M,, Cap.
Rev, D, Mintoff, O,F,M.,

Mr J, Flask (Secretary)

The menmbers of this Committee met regularly, In
lTovember, the recitation of the Rosary on Cable Radio 1 was
given a fresh approach and this change was well received,

In January, another change in precsentation was
introduced on Cable Radio 1, i,e, in the programme dedicated to
the Bible which, at the request of Xandir Malta was given a
fresh outlook,

Similar changes in presentation were made to the
religious programme "Tassew, Tassew Nghidilkom" on Cable Radio
£ and L[adio Malta, The other programmes that fall under the
Committee's coupetence were continued with their former pattern,

The religious television programme "Djalogu" included
cormentaries on fopical metters, documentaries, discussions,
question-box (always popular), and features on the Church in
general and the Church in Malta, incliuding one on Fons, Maria
Galea, another on Zaoul Folleraau, and a third on Giorgio Lapira,

There were Speclal programmes for Christmas and for Holy Weeks

On Cable Eadio 1, hesides special programnes for
Chrisimas and Tolvy "Teelk, the suhiects included tourisn, wonan

e
today, Sundav observance, the care of children, Fatherz of the

the Symnod ol Zishops, Justice, the 2ible, respect.

wiTe, ecurmenisr, 1ie Echoolsg, GenVerde,

Thomas Moore, sexm, the
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The Committes would like to see the programme "Djalogu
rescheduled 2o a more appropriate time and a2 review of the
poaition on this and other related matters is being undertaken
hy the Authority which hopes that the level of presentation and
items of interest in religious programmes will be iumproved,

The Schools Broadcasting Advisory Committee has been in
operation for many years, This sector of the programme output
was formerly the direct responsibility of the Authority which
had built up over the years a specialised Unit with trained
producers to look after school broadcasis on radio and television,
7ith the reorganisation of Broadcasting in 1975 and the setting
up of Zandir Malta, this Unit was taken over by the latter
organisation, Programmes retained their former level and the
Schools Broadcasting Advisory Committee continued to function
on former lines, A detailed account of the activities of this
Committee and of the Xandir Malta Unit entrusted with this work
is to be found in the next chapter of this Report, The Authority
acinowledges the help and cooperation of the members of the
Sehoole Broadcasting Advisory Commitiee which, during the vear
was nade up of3

Dr, F, Chetcuti « Director of Education - Chairman
Mr C, Cunchieri

Mr L, Parrugia

Mr P, Grech

Miszo Z, Borg Bonnicl

Rev, B. Mangiom MSSEP

Mr C, Tarrugis

Mr M, Sultarpa

Mr L. Mizzd



i7.
The Control of Adwvertising

fdvertising under the svotem operative in Malta is

permitted provided advertisements are inserted at the

&
O
&

inaing or at tke end of a programme or in natural brealks
within the programme, No sponsorship is allowed but advertising

association with programmes approved by the Authority is
nernitted,

'Spot! advertising on Television accounts for an average
of 2.75 hours per week and the cowbined weekly average of
advertising on radio and Cable Radio is 4.1 hours, These
Tigures are well within the legal entitlement which is eight-
ninutes per hour averaged over each week, A11 advertisements

re required to be clearly separated from programmes, Special
attention must be paid to the possible effects of advertisements
on children and algo to the way children are depicted in
advertisements, There are no restrictions regarding the
oppearance of broadcasting staff in advertisements The set of
principles which are to be followed in the broadcast of
advertigenments on radio and television is included in an appendizs
to this Leport,

Lcting on a suggestion by the Department of Tealth
“ollowing a recommendation of the World Health Organisation, the
Iuthority toolk steps during the vear to prohibit broadcast
advertising of food for nursing infants and woung children., The
CIC in & report on the role of nutrition in public health had
recomuended this nmeasure oince it was discovsred that o
cignificant percentage 0of ohese peraons in adulthood were

weigiat 19 nmore intrecuent among bregst=~Ted

already overweight at the age of gix months and *hat exceszgive
e

L wWas

advertising of rpanied

T

0
27 a2 stetement o the effect Zhat users of these medicires shouvld,
in

unon purciase, read and carefully follow the acconpany

nctructions,
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The futhority was also concerned about the inclusion
of excessive violence in certain advertisements for cinena
films, The Authority deplored this type of advertising in
which violence and irrisponsible behaviour are shown and
decided that such harmful advertisements which may be seen
indiscriminately by viewers in their homes should be withheld

from transmission on the broadcasting media.,

International Relations

The Broadcasting Authority is an Active Member of the
European Broadcasting Union, of the Commonwealtih Broadcasting
Lssociation and the Italia Prize,

£in organisational change took place during the year in
Malta's menmberchip of the EBU which is 2 swystem of international
broadcasting cooperation and includes Eurovision, The EBU!'s
headouarters is in Geneva with the Technical Centre in Brussels,
During the preceding year, the Authority and Tivumalta Lid., were
joint Active Members of the Union, When Tivunmalta Ltd, ceaged
broadcasting operations in January 1678, the Afuthority made
arrangenents with the Telemalta Corroration to have its broad-
casting division, Zandir Malta, as joint representative {wiinx
the iAuthority) of the European Broadcasting Union, This
arrangerment apart from teing a sensible one in view of Fandir
Malta's comnlete involvenent in Dbroadeasting, led to the cgharing

af exnenses connected with Malta'ls affilistion to the EZRY,
e N

Malta's potential interest in direct satellite twoadecasting

@&

was discussced together with the interests 27 other nationg at

N ey A0EG M. Tiua v T ~
Febhruary 1972, The IEuropean Cnace

ut the possibility of putiting

pernit a direct broadoasti

sxperiment tc be made in Turcpe, launching of this setellite

Lot

is planned towards the Teginning of

do

1982, Following consultations
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with the Prime Minister's Office, the Geneva Seminar was
attended by Mr Jogeph Bartolo, the Chief Inspector of Wireless
Telegraphy, .0 on thls occasicn acted as the futhorityle
Technical ‘fdviser, The primary ainm of the seminar was to
enable menmber countries to have full clarification regarding
certain propogals which had been made and to agsist them in
determining their position in relation to preliminary encuiries
concerning the project,

& great deal of further study still has to be undertalzen
by the international organisationsconcerned before the
experinental project gets under way, Technical, financial and
legal aspects present difficulties whichstill have to be solwved,
In Malta's case, where broadcast coverage by conventional neans
presents no undue problems, it is Adifficult to justify participation
in the experimental project in terms of the heavy financial
investuent which may be required, Whilst putting forward this
view, Malta has reserved its position should it, eventually,
become possible for a jointapproach with neighbouring states to
be nade in connection with the project,

The Authority hao bheen a nember of the Commonwealth
Broadcasting fssociation (formerly Iknown as the Commonwealin
Broadcagting Conference) since 1963, Its delegates have astended
various conferences including the Association'’s Conference in
1074 which was held in Malta, The principal objects of the

Lsgociation are:

i) To improve, through collective study and nutual
aggistance, all aspects of broadecasting in

nenber countries-e

11} Te fuarther the concent that publin service
wreadeasting 1z vitel to merber counitrise ao

an ingtruzent to promote their socisal,

culiural and econcmic egpirations,
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To provide members with 2 basic information
service on broadcasiing nmatters of common

interest and concern,

iv) To represent and pronote internationally
the collective interests of Commonwealih

public service broadcasting organisations,

£ project which is currently under study by the CBA
concerns a proposal put forward by Malta to establish a Fadio/
Television Prograrmme Bank, VWhen this proposal was made in
197%, Malta had offered to set up a centre to deal with the
storage, cataloguing and distribution of films and tapes, The
project had:been recommended to the Commonwealth Secretariat
wiich appointed & committeeof experts to deal with any problenc
which might arise in its implementation, 4 feasibility study
vas comnissioned by thie Commonwealth Secretariat during the
vear and this ic due 1to be congidered by the {BA when it meets

a
for its biennial conference in 1978,
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PROGRAMME REVIEW

The Broadcasting Authority does not actually provide
the broadcasting services itself although according to
current broadcasting legislation it can do so and for a period

of time {between 1973 and 1975) it did provide and operate a
radio service,

The broadcasting services are provided for and on
behalf of the Authority by Xandir Malta, the broadcasting
division of the Telemalta Corporation., On the 3ist March 2978,
there were 75,500 licensed television sets whilst the nunmber of
subscribers to the Cable Radio service was 48,000, These services
offered the normal range of programming within the broad
categories of information, education and entertainment,

TELEVISION

Locally originated programmes including news and current
affairs accounted for 45% of the Station's total programme
output during 1977=~78., 1In this respect there has been no
improvement on last year, IHowever, this proportion would seen
to be correct considering the facilities and talent available.
It is now Tandir Malta's aim to raise the standard of all its
productions rater than to increase its output at the expense
of guality,

Tiewership survevys proved bevond doubt the populariiy of

1 . A 1 B P JPeapea Pt L i . 1 En i
it 1lv produced itelevision serials, An z ses

to the pioneer

WIZZIED, 2 three=-part serdsl of TEE LATE ZD

L ZLLCT was
gired during the lest three weeks of guarter April/June 21977,
This production spared no pains to strike a detalled perdlod
setting end to enhance an intrigueilng visual interpretestion,
Seven episcdes hased on the short steries by Gorg Tamwdt, “EINY
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U ROZI received wide acclaim, This led to a second effoxrt

to present five more television episodes in this series
during the beginning of 1978, ID=DAR TAS-SORU was an
exercise in how to stretch the station's limits to breaking=-
point, The result was a telefilmed version of a prolonged
Ebejer semi-thriller, Innumerable locations and thousands

of feet of fllm provided the producer=director with a marathon
exercise in editing and mounting. Televiewers received the
serial with mixed feelings,

TVii's first ever OB recording of a thee%re play,
Eduardo de Filippo'!s masterpiece FILUMENA MARTURAINIO, was
very well received., The Maltese translation of this three-act
comedy was televised from the Manoel Theatre and broadcast on
three consecutive londays with repeats on Sundays. The nedium
complemented the stage preéentation in an astounding nanner and

the experiment promises a happy future for televised stage
drama.,

4 number of single plays were transmitted during the
period under review but were not submitted to the repeat
treatment enjoved by the teleserials,

The repeat treatment was kept up as direct result of
positive public reaction to this popular local slot,

Sporty

, The one hour Monday edition of Sporis Panorana
gsubtitled ANMALIZI U TAGHRIF, the Friday 30 nute edition

subtitled SPLOT FI THIEM IMW‘,MwHﬂ and the Dports Dlesulls

features, continued on a regular hasis,
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The Monday edition retained its usual format and
presented analytical views of the previous week'!'s sports
events in Malta and abroad, This same format included also
a preview of any events taking place during mid-week,

The Friday edition sub-headed SPORT FI TMIEM IL-
GIIGI/. dedicated, as usual, its allocated airtime to comments
about sports activities scheduled for the following week-end.

Doth Sports Panorana editions made extensive use of
filn footage covering the year's main sports events,

Furthermore sports events had extensive 0,B, coverage:
all through the year under review, Badminton, Football, Horse
—acing, Basket Ball, Motorcycle racing, the "Loghob ghal Kulhadd"
comnpetition, the Water Festival, Chinese Acrobatics, Waterpolo
and the Intermational Judo Tournament were among the highlight

events that received Outside Broadcast coverage
Qugside Broadeasis_

£ substantial increase of 0,B., coverage was registerd
during this year., DBesides the sport activities referred to,
nelor events covered included:

1, The llational Song Contest
2, Conference of Progressive Socialist Parties of
~ the Mediterranean

]

o

%o The Pripe Minister's Fress Confersnce

i,

afteraath

of ahove)

g
fn

The Carnival Festivities

E, The Oktoherfest

65, The Midnight Christmas Mass

7> The Luge Runway O0fficial Opening

8, The VILLeVALTIN GTALL-MALTII, Republic Day Show
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G, FILUMENA MARTURANO a_thrée~act play

presented at the Manoel Theatre

Lapguage_Courses_

The Television courses in French and Arabic retained
their previous format., The French course came to an end in
Decenber 1977. The course in Arabic was still being broadcast
by the end of the year, Each lesson in this series has been
given a repeat, a week after its original tranmmission,

Informative and Cultural

It may be usuful to separate this wide field of
prograrmmes in two categories, The first to include programmes
of a strictly public service nature; the second covering a
much wider scope, including programmes of |

(a) purely cultural nature
(v) socio=-political structure
(c) scientific, folkloristic and others,

Public=-service programmes varied in duration fronm
ten ninute filmlets or talks to 30 minute magazines intended
to provide information on varlious services offered by Governnent
and parastatal hodlies, The "Malta Llum" series produced in
conjunction with the Department of Information continued into
this vear and came o an end during the guarter July/Ceptember
1977.
"Slstera Meltrika' was a shori prograwme comnceived to
uge the medivm a8 a means of informaticon regarding the Maltese
change-~over to the metric svystem,
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Programmes of a purely cultural nature includséd the
series entitled "Xultura ghal Kulhadd" which dealt extensively
with the history of Architecture and the evolution of ideas
in the Architectural sphere, the National Gallery of Art, and
a choice of distinguished personalities in the Maltese musical
field, "Prizma", a cultural magazine, previews and reviews
nost of the main cultural activities, The programme made
extensive use of audio-visuals and assumed the role of
popularising the theme selected for treatment,

Programmes of the socio~political structure included:
Lhna min Ahna, Il-Bahar Taghna, Fejn Togqghod and Il-Helsien,

"Ahna min Ahna" (series 2) retained its tongue-in-
cheez style and enhanced National characteristics by means
of the vox-pop technique followed by discussions about the
various topics.

"Tl=Bahar Taghna" was a series of documented programmes
that interested itself in the geological, cultural, ecological
and the political geography of the Mediterranean with particular
reference to the Maltese Islands, The main theme of the series
was a visual interpretation of the customs and Indusiries
connected with a marine environment,

"Fejn Togghod" visited a chosen nuwber of Maltese
towns and villages and reflected the visited locatdion's
essential cheracteristics by meams of rich mute film secuences
hackzed by poetic texts, The series mede ample use of the voi=
nop technique to present to the lfeleviewers a selectlion of the
lecation's inbebitants,

"TleTlelsien" was 2 serialised docvmentaryv, with the
Malte Drydoclks as its point of departure, It traced the
evolvement of the working class up to present day pracilce
¢f workers’ participaticr in industiry.
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The progranmnes belonging to the scientific and
folkloristic type included: Wirt Lrtna, It-Tarbija, cond
Progett ¥80.-

gdexigug Hugig

Eight recital programmes featuring perfornances by

local vocalists and musicians were broadcast during the year,

"Solisti" featuring imported classical material and
introduced by a Maltese commentary dealt with appects of
classical nmusic played by renowned musicians, The Manoel
Theatre Orchestra also featured in special programmes,

Light Mugic an

1=

niertainment

This heading included series ranging from light
entertainment to light music, jazz sessions and single "ad
hoc" programnes, During the period under review 6 musical
series, 12 single programmes and 3 series of light entertainment
programmes were transmitted,

The 6 rusical series included the following:

a) Millista tal=kbar
b) Zuntrasti

c) Teledisco

d) Sinfonija Jazz

e) Xantina Folk

) Ghalenija

"Mill=Lista tal=~Ihar" was the predecessor of the series

Y

Meledlsce”, This series made use of forelgn film cl

cornterporary intern

ationel singers theot wore onroge:
televiewers with fthe eir of providing an up-to-fate viglon
of what was happening in the werld of pop musiec, "Teledisco?

wes a nrogression of "MIlLista tal-"har" end included a live
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dancing audience to enhance the visual and environoental Tounch?
of the nusic presented,

"untrasti" featured folk groups interpreting Latin-
Apmerican and "Country and Western"music, The contrasting
musical genre was provided by members of the student body
from "The Johann Sirauss™ school of music that interpreted
semi~classical pieces,

"Ghalenija" was another series concentrating on folk
singing with resident group "The Greenfields",

"Zantina Folk" was the third series that featured

various local folk groups interpreting original and international
folk hits,

"Sinfonija Jazz" was a series of jazz sessions
featuring a resident band that based its work on improvised
themes in elegant style, Six editions in this series were
filmed on location in the surrounding grounds of the Jerdala
Palace,

The "ad hoc" single programmes included a set of 6
outside broadcast shows and 6 studio productions,

"lerhha Johnny Catania" was a programme that Tfocused
on the past thestrical, radic and television experiences o

comedian Johnny Catania who was et the dime wvisiting Melte

"he Joe Grech Speciall featnured

as 1ts guest star,

"Aenatoe" was asnother special musical sbhow Teaturing

singer 2ersto and his guestis,
"Ti-Festival tal=Pacl” was g musicel prograrme thatl
selected a number of Maltese and internatiocnsal stars

particinating in "The Festival of Pesce’, Teking part in
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in this special musical were singers from Spain, Italy,
England and Gibraltar,

"1~Ghid it-Tajjeb, lann" was an original idea that
involved o0ld people from St. Vincent de Paule's as a live
studio audience entertained to a selection of nusic and
stugs from the 30's,

"Ciao Carmen" was another ad hoc nusical featuring
singer Carmen Zerri who at that time, was holidaying in
Malta,

In the field of light entertainment programmes llarcy
Calanatta compered the guiz series "Tridha jew Le" with a
live audience participating, The majority of the contestants
were well known stage and TV personalities who competed for
gifts donated by the series' sponsors,

This series! sequel was "Il-iMizien", another quiz
nrogramme compered by Charles Clews, "Il«llizien" lile its
predecessor, involved a live audience and conpetitors
contesting for prizes, "Passju" was another version of the
"izien" retaining the essential mechanics o the game with
Josie Coppini as presenter,

ghildren!s_and_youne pgople's programmes_

Children's series included "F'Dalk iz-lmien", "l{indi

Studic" and the guiz »rogramme "Pass tal! Ggant'.

NTITDa% iz=Zmien” was a series of 1% 4o 20 nminute

e

prograrmes which included B-pinute imported anim

: LT N Ponm + NTAE Meodos 1y b 3 3 P + : d
episofes from the 01d Testament starting fron the creation

i g

of the World through to Abreharm and finishing wiith Jonel

N bp e s

and the hasle., The programme was presented by Fr. O,

Lzzopardi who interpreted his own relevant mmeical compositions.
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Wiini Studio" (still rumning) is a series that
through its presentation brings out the children'’s
personalities, Besides this regular slot, Mini Studio
includes imported animated film material married to Maltese
sound traclks, presentation of children's drama and musical
talents and Fr, David Azzopardi's interpretations of his
own songs,

"Pass ta' Ggant" (still running)is a children's
quiz programme that bases its quiz elements on the
publication "Heritage" isSued by Klabb Notba lMaltin,
Contestants compete for prizes donated by various sponsors
including Klabb Xotba Maltin,

Various seasonal specials for children were produced
during the year under review,

The weekly programme "Djalogu’" continued on a weekly
basis assuming a totally different presentation concept during
the summer months,

Once daily, during Zoly Week, spiritual thoughts for

the occasion were transnitied,

An 0,B, live transmission from Zebbug registered the

»

week's traditional procession in all its pagentary.

dayra Modvarno_

Zuring this, year, "Dawra Madwarna' established a dual
routine,

One type presented s assumed the role of

catering for farily information and its content included items
on suceulent cacti literature, hisdery and & Tilnmatic tour around

ET P IV
PAET v 95 W Ve« 3
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inother type presented by Gloria Mizzi, aimed mainly
at the practical and intellectual mneeds of the Maltese housewile,
Its content included items on fashion, furniture, sewing,
collections and period house decor and Auction Sales.
L special feature worth mentioning was a cooking competition
organised by "Dawra lMadwarna", 55 competitors applied to take
part and 10 finalists contested for the first three places,

Inported Programmes 1977/78

Irported programmes accounted for around 55% of the
total station output, Prograume material included documentaries,
musical variety and comedy shows, serialised drama, adventure
series, cinema films,cartoons and TV movies,

In the docunentary category Xandir Malta retained its
previous year'!s success in acquiring some of the most
renowned series produced during recent years, The prestige
series transmitted during the year under review was "The
Christians” = a sharp-edged series with a strong controversial
elenent that studied the Christian denomination in all its
aspectis since 1its inception,

L series of other documentaries included

1) the excellently visualised story of Benito

Ymessolini maXking ample use of rare archive film,

2) Andre! Segovia = a portrait of the universolly

acclaimed Cpanish gultarist,

%) Blements of the Unknown -~ a set of deocumentaries

treatedihe unknown’ ow a sol1id selentific

L

flare.

1T SeBTCH 0Fa...." though lacking the scilentific
approach, appeals to the popular myth and the presentation
was in the style of the semi-documentary semi-horror genre,
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Seriouns Drama was represented by noteworthy
series lile Edward VII, the Strauss Family, The Money=
changers, Washington Behind Closed Doors and The Laurence
Clivier Theatre,

£11 these series were good examples of very high
standard Television “rama, One cannot fzil to emphasise the
Laurence Olivier Theatre series that included masterpieces
lilte Daphne Laurela, Saturday Sunday Monday, Little Sheba
and Pinter's The Collection,

Adventure series retained their normal high
percentage of viewership and a high average of the total
airtine, Programmes in this category covered legal, social,
dective, suspense, police and medical themes in such series
as Thriller, Space 1999, Petrocelli, The New Avengers, The
lagician, Mission Impossible, Man from Shyloh, Barbary Coast,
Lssignment Vienna, Andros Targets, Spencers Pilots, Medical
Ctory, Starsky and Hutch, The Guest, Crimes of Passion,
Mulligan's Ctew, The series which were most popular were
Mission Impossible, Starsky and Hutch and Crimes of Passion,

Childdren'’s programmes featured popular cartoons
and animated series together with dramatised stories and
educational programmes, The series "The Little House on the
Prairie” remained quite rightly the most popular closely
followed by "TARDLAITY,

The informative category was renresented hw series

like snmipal Jorlid, Untamed YWorld, Vision On and Music for the

Py ¢
rec,

1d Li”e series preved atireciive to voung

e T8
La8 Wi
m

televiewers, V

"Seooby Doo”, "Fantastie Four”, "Lideville®™, and "Hoddv' were

e uppets Chow", "Courages Cat’, "The Tomhlesg!
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the nmain attractions anong the children’s programmes

transnitted during the year.,

Cinema Features and TV lMovies occupied an average
of four hours airtime per weelt and retained their high
placing in the popularity charis, The Sunday Matinee
Teature films came to an end with the station's termination
o lunday afternoon transnissions during the summer months,
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TEHE SOUITD SERVICES

During the year under review andir Maltals llational
zadio networks continued to provide a varied selection of
programmes, The three external services broadcast news,
music, historic and touristic information on Malta which
reached audiences in many parts of the world,

- The year was nmarked by a major development when on
January 1, 1978, the English service on Cable Radioc Two was
withdrawn and replaced by the National Prograrme of Radio
Malta,

Listenership to the English Service had never reached
great heights, and notwithstanding constant changes in the
schedules, in an endeavour to increase audiences, results
were always insignificant, This was borne out by surveys
conducted by an independent organisation: Market Research
(Malta) Ltd,

The findings of the most recent one carried out in
February, 1977 showed overwhelming support for the two Hational
Hetworks whilst figures pertaining to the English service were
at their lowest ebbh,

When the Authority gave its condifional approval Ffor
the withdrawl of the English Service, schedules were devised To
offer a choice of programmes to listeners of Cable glio One
and Two, Fatitern and timings were eliered to provide subserihers

2

alternallve programmes over the two Ca

% P o A y N
wi g networks snd Toxr

the introduction of news on the hour every hour on heth switches

and comsequently at two hourly intervals on Radle lzlta lletional,



This exercise also prompted a logic and rationalistic
sequence inasmuch as identical series hitherto common to
Radio lMalta llational and Cable Radio One were withdrawn from
the latter service and replaced by broadcasts of a different
nature for listeners of diverse interests and tastes, Typical
expanles were the hit parades, sport and Parliamentary Leports
which could then be heard only on Cable Radio Two via Dladio Malta
Hational,

These deletions and substitutions also provided new outlets
for the projection of science programmes, classical and
operatic music and other series considered to be of wvalue to
the community,.

Listeners'! reaction to this change Was very favourable,

This did not mean that there was no room for an English
service on another mediun, Xandir Malta proposed and the
Authority approved the stari of a dadly four hour transmission
over the Intermational Service of Radio Malta, to cater for non-
Maltese speaking members of the community,

aigngl Nadio_(Cable and Radig

'rw

1ta)

Children's_Programmes

T e

It was a busy wvear for the panel responsible for children’s
programnes as a very large part of the output continued with
its prime ohjective to encourage children of various ages to
nake full use of their powers of observation, develop the
teconigues of both written and spoken communicaltion) create
awareness of 2 changing world, and develop other interests which

]

included Tiderature, Maltese History, Masic, Ciwvies, rnew irends

in ZEdusdtion and carseers,
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A speciallsed schedule was devised for the sunper
months which included a series entitled "X'se Taghmel fis-Sajf",
discussions and interviews with ohildren on how to spend their
holidays and at the same time do something worthwhile, and
"LwGhasafar 1i Jbejtu f£'lMalta" compiled in association with
the Socjeta Ornitologika Maltija .

The normal weekly line-up wvead as follows:e

lMondays = Literature

Tuesdams = MilleLibrerija tat-Tfal
Fall-Mewga tal-Muzika

WVednesdays = LwIrgiel u in-Nisa t'Ghada

Thursdays = Mid-Dinja Madwarna

Fridays = I1=-Gurnal tat-Tfal

Saturdays - Drama (including a serialisation of Guze
Galea's "Ragel bil-Ghagal"),

Sundays = Magazine for Children {(Cable 2/ Radio Malta)

llagazipes and Dogumentaries

Once again audiences showed their loyalty to this
sector of programming which covered a wide range of interests
devised to offer listeners a steady Ilow of information and a
serious treatment of a variety of subjects,

£ total of fifty-six series were projected during the
vear under review, 36 of which were broadeast on Cable Radio One
and 20 over Radio Malta National/Cable Radlo Two., These were
over and above other established programmes and dealt with
social problems, the frits, majior events in Tistory, the growth
of loeal industry, ecconemics, culture, Hedilo portralis of fanous
Taltese, develeprmente in the filelde of science and fechneolegy
and world fanous nerscrelities,
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The programme titles, carefully selected, were
indicative of the theme conveyed, Thus Xandir Malta broadcast
"I—=Industrija il-Polz jan-ilazzjon", "Meta il-Kotra Dbikknmet",
"Il-llistogsija Oht il-Gherf", "Grajjiet Ghawdex", "Malta Kburija
Bihom", "Twieldu din il-Gimgha", "Mixlijin b!'Ghemilhom", "Xif
Jingabad il-Hati", "Radju-magazine", "Grajjiet mill-Istorja tad-
Dinja", "Renjanti", and many others,

Features devised and broadcast for special occasions
were "Raoul Follereau" for VWorld Leprosy Day, "Il-Glorja ta!
Lrt Twelidna" commenorating the two Great Sieges of 1565 and
1o43 and a documentary on Republic Dayy,December 13th,

Zopuler and Light Musig

D,J. and request shows continue to attract mass audiences
and the two National lletworks! team headed by Norman Hamilton and
ineluding MNoel Mallia, John Muscat, Mario Laus, Patrick Vella,
Ray Bajada and Charles Saliba sustained their status of house-
hold names, Their tean was augmented by Vincent Xerri who
returned fto Xandir Malta and was entrusted with the Radio Malta
lTational/Cable Radio Two early marning show "Ferrovija Muzikali',

The amalgamation of Radio Malta National and Cable Radio
Two offered the programme planners wavs and means %0 diversify
the different types of inlterests in this fleld, and hit parades,
cormon to both media prior to the reorganisation, hescame the
exclusive property of Dadio Maltla latlonal/Cable Radlo Two,
The veild created by their departure was fully exploited and
replaced by the more Traditional nostalgiec kind of music with
nrogramies like "Tomaniica’, "Ta Emistax dl-sena 1lu",
"intelogija tal-Xanzuneitte Teljsne”, and "Hapolitans" which
together with series like "Snin ftad=-Deheb” projected Cable
Tadlo One's image as a mediux catering for the interests of
those above ant bevond the fteens and twentiies sphere, Thus
the vounger generatlion were lured to Jadio Malta Mational/Cable
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Aadio Two with a marked increase in heavy rock and other
forms of pop nmusic, Worthy of special mention was a series
by Top International performers "Abba" who starred in four
weekly 30 minute programmes,

The interests of the minority were also safe-guarded and
those who were ardent followers of Jazz, folk, traditional
Maltese "Ghana" and Brass Bands were not left wanting,

The popularity of Maltese Records continued to rise in
uniformity with production standards, and top favourites were
"The Black Train", "Life", Joe Cutajar, Enzo Guzman, "The llew
Cuorey", "The Tramps" and Father David Agzopardi,

In collaboration with the Malta Band Clubs Association,
Brass Bands from Malta and Gozo were again allotted a weekly
hour for conceris on Sundays,

Serigug Mugic

In accordance with the policy decided upon within the
terms referred to, emanating from the re-organisation of the
Hational Radio Services, serious music was increased considerably
on Cable Nadio One, Pop music on Saturday afternoon was
replaced by a series covering "Ballet", a form of music never
before exploited on our services, whilst another hour dedicated
to scenes from the Opera was introduced on Sundav evenings.

Listeners supported the operatic request prograrnes to
such an extent that an additiomal sixty ninute broadcast was

introduced on Cable Zadio Two/Radic Malta ationsl,

The repertoire in the Monday and Fridav Concerts {Cable
Tadio One) and Sunday fransmission (laiticonal Radic and Cable
Radio Two) ranged from the {raditional to the contenporary and

included high technical and artistic guality renditicns transcribed



by Toreign stations, DOpecial preference was attributed to
Beethoven to coumemorate the 15Cth anniversary since his
death,

M™ull operas broadcast over Cable Radio One included the

ever popular 'Don Pasquale! by Donizetti, 'Madame Butterfly!

by Puceini, "Cavalleria Rusticana" by Mascagni, and Verdils
"fida', "Otello" and "lacbeth", "Macbeth" featured Maria
Callas and was broadcast as a tribute to this great soprano
when her death was announced, Lesser established works like
"Louise”" by Charpentier and lMassanet's "La Navarraise" were

also featured, A special programme to mark the 20th anniversary
of the death of Gigli was broadcast on November 30th, 1977,

It is also a "llight at the Opera" on Thursdays over
Nadio Malta llational/Cable Nadio Two which in addition to music
by the masters also featured a recording of Antonio Mani's
"Mequien" to coincide with the Holy Week,

Ta“”s ant Qigcussigns

The pattern followed throughout the wvears which has proved
valid was not changed, and discussion programme. Series were
adecuately produced and presented, Xowever, the introduction of

"Ohone-insg"” 10 some of the series rendered the content more
anthentic,

Zrperts in various fields were featured in unit or
discussion Form or included in daily transwissions devised Tor

E N

the housewife and broadcast over the two mational medla, Topics

Teetured, covered health matters, psychelogy,

agffeirs of the heart and scocigl problems, philately, dressmaking,
Teshions, the importance of the Malte Blood Bank, decimalisation

and the metric systen, Lliterature, the arts, farming, house pets,




science and technology, the environment, the theatre and nany
tthar subjects,

The Cable DRadio One programme "Bieb Miftuh" was followed
by an equally successful series aptly titled "Ahna Trabbejna
Sew?" which was meant to throw new light on methods, ideas,
customs and controversies which were part of past family
environment in these Islands, A panel of experts discussed
listeners?! questions ian depth, "Fejn Tmur il-Galb" and "Art
Twelidi" two long established series also held their own during
the year under review and continued to attract wide popular
support,

Listeners flocked to the studios to attend recordings of
cuiz series which is an ever popular slot on Cable Radio One,

Litezagy_?gogrammeg

These were once again abundant during the year under
review and reflected the talents of local authors in all the
literary formes, In addition to weekly programnes produced in
association with the foremost literary societies nanmely "Ghagda
Letterarja Maltija", "Moviment CQawnien Letterarju”, "Grupp Awturi?
and "Ghagda tal-Malti Universita™ (Cable Radio One)g "Ghagde
Poeti Maltin" were accorded a fifteen minute slot and an
opportunity to Broadcast thair poetry in s weekly series titled

TheIlwien tal=Zelima’,

Individual writers and contributors were not neglected and

were catered for in the thirty minute weeily series "Ilana =

iraiebal’, "Me Gniel il-Ghanja’, (Tadio Malts Hational/Cable T

-~

Ty0) and "3

s

alilzonty (Cahle Redio One) which waes regerved Tor the

hroadogat of

whe e kN
tied by

atories subn

3teners

"Totha n Xittieha

1/CRg) featured

Croxrin?

o)

selection of worts bv Torld renowned authors

[ERrY

-]

novels in thirty minute episodes unfolded in

Il

itable Charles irrigo and Twennvy Scalpello

stvle by the



Lo,
captured massive audiences on the lational nedia,
Spork

The exercise of cutting down on media duplication wac
simplified when reorganisation of the networks was effected, and
all sport with the exclusion of the morning slot on Cable Iadio
One's "Le-Ghodwa t~Tajba" was cancelled through Eadio Malta
llational/Cable Radio One from January 1978, The ample coverage
in report and/or direct link-up form was accorded to all Sporting
interests and zn up-to-the-minute service was provided on Saturday
and Sunday alfternoons,

Footbzll, dasketball, waterpolo, volleyball, hockey, notor
cycle and autonobile meetings, horse-races, athletics, sailing,
bowling archery, table-~tennis, netball, screet-shooting, boxing,
wrestling, billiards, swimming and cyecling were all featured in
the daily sports outlets, and event® organised by the Minigstry of
Sport were given Xandir Malta's full support in interviews, .
comnentary and reports,

YWorthy of special mentinn were the direct commentarics of
the following major events of the vearie
S J 7

Football ghall=Tulhadd Finals May 1977
International Waterpolo Tournament August 1077
Uater sporis Testival and Regattia Septenmber 1077
Panathinaikos vd Floriana Chenpions Cup

Competition direct
from Greecc
Septemher 1977

22
rom

Hovember 212779



Drana £

Fadio Drana 1g the proven mainstay of the programme
schedule and continues to atitract nmass audiences,

During the year o high percentage of plays broadcast,
were the works of local authors, Themes varied from social
comedy to thrillers, however the latter is more prevalent,
Translations of foreign scripts were also featured, whose thenes
were more varied, They included Terrence Rattigan's "The Winslow
Boy"s; "Iphigenia in Aulis" representing Greek tragedy;
"Stanislaus and the Witch", a modern fairy tale of Christmas
by Lee Torrence "The Book of Job" translated from the original
and "Lord Arthur Savilel!s Crime” by Oscar VWilde,

01 plays were broadcast during the year over the two
Cable Radio networks, When the re-organisation of the services
cane into effect in January, the broadcast of plays on Cable
Radio Two was dropped,

Thus hetween January and March, 1978, 13 radio plays
were broadcast over Cable Agdio One,

Seven serials totalling 52 episodes were broadcast over
Cable Radio One during the past twelve months,

Drama broadcasts provided a total of 1244 acting roles,
Gaplg Dagdig Twe

L8 stated earilier In this report the English Service was

7»?-1-%* rvlmm-wm et etsl L'\wﬂ o v o 22) nwlul Liw MAZ""’ »s-;w!»rt

et sl S Yo e i i e RE SEG S e B R

A4 Mpltn 1

on Januwary 1, 1973,

Frem Lpril to Decernber 1877 1111 the change over csane
into effect, the nedworik featured = wvariety of transcribed
progremmes from Foreign Stations, relays from the World Service

of the 350 and an apprecialie amount of locally produced light



LD

and serious nusic programmes, drama, talks and discussions,

Cadio Malta Two = lugical

Radio Malta Two (Musical) broadcast eighteen hours daily
of continuous nusic to I',M, listeners on the 87.9 iz in the
VHF band, Schedules are devised to offer a wide ranging balance
of mugical programmes to cater for all tastes and age groups,
The bagic ingredients being pop, rock, middle of the road, country
and western, 1light classic, jazz, opera and a daily concert of
serious music,

Radig Malts Three (International)

Transnissions in the Italion Language commence at 0900 hrs,
and combinue for five and a guarter hours to 1400 hrs, The station
is linked to ltadioc Malta Two between 0800 - 0900 hrs, and from
1415 hrs, to 1800,

Featurettes on iMaltese history, Malta as a tourist resort,

et

(b

iterature, record reguests and other nmusical forms were the

oy

asis of the programme schedule,

Extenral Services

Malita Calling: o thirty minute weekly transmission in English

ant. German on the shord wave continued to atiract appreciable
attention and a heavy mallcount from countries as close as Ite
and as Ffar-off oo fustrslia, ewcouraged the programme planners to
naintain the formula of news, interviews, the weather, “curistic
information, The hislory and customs of these Isiands, itg?

*

neople and 1ts! music,

LR V. P B Ml 7§ g o e
Molta Calling® ia broadeass

o
¥
L_\i)

i~

o I | 3 {r
English) and Tuesdavs L&ermam) on 50
shoyrt wave transmitter,



Lehen Malta: £ daily 7% nminuvte service inm Arabic broadecast

between 0115 hrs and 0230 hrs CET on 1570 XHz in the nedium-
wave band is followed by thousands of listeners in the Arad
Jorld, Over 500 letters reach Xandir Malta Studios every week
Zrom Libya, Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Iragq, Syria,

Saudi Arabia, Xuwait and other Arab speaking countries,

£ Press review, local and foreign news, music, drana,
historical and touristic information on these Islands and
record requests form the main prograrmme content,

During the year, Yandir Malta studios were made available
to foreign correspondents who came to Malta to report on the
Rhodesia Conference,

Proceeds from the Annual Christmas fund-raising request
programme "Ring Us Up" again broke every record and raised the
sun of £146310 on behalf of the Community Chest Fund.



51

THT HEWS SERVICE

£8 in previous years, news and current affairs formed
an inportant vart of the overall output on sound and television,
The output on Cable Radio rose to 19,3 per cent while that on
Eadio Malta and Cable Radio 2 accounted for 17,2 per cent of the
output,

The news departnent continued to give couprehensive
coverage of developnents in Malta and abroad, Opecial attention
was given to improving the overall presentation of news and news
magazines,

£ major development during the year under review was the
introduction of news every hour, on the hour on the sound networlks,

There are now eighiteen outlets of local and foreign news:
including six full news bulleting, The daily output on sourd
rung to three hours and thirty ninutes, The following is the
daily pattern of the surmmaries and bulletins:-

Cable Radico 1

6,05 a.a, Tews Summeries (Local and Foreign)
8,00 2,0, llews Summaries (Local and Foreign)
10,00 a.n. Hews Summaries (Loeal and Foreign) -
12,07 1,10, Tull ews Zulletin (Local and Foreign)
£.00 n,m, lTews Summaries (Local amd Poreign)
L,20 p.r. Tews Sumraries (Local and Feoreign)
6,00 p,m, P21l Mews Bulletin (Local exnd Foreizn)
8,00 n.nm., sriez {Locel and }
10,00 DL, Tews (Tocal and Foreign)
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700 a,n, Hews Summaries (Local and Foreign)
9,00 2.m, lews Summaries (Local end Foreign)
11,00 a,n, llews Summaries (Local and Foreign)
1,00 pem.  Full Hews Bulletin (Local and Foreign)
5300 pom, Hews Summaries (Local and Foreign)
5,00 p.m, lews Surmaries (Local and Foreign)
7,00 ., Full News Bulletin (Local and Foreign)
9,00 p.n, Full News 2ulletin (Local and Foreign)
11,00 p.m. Hews Sumnaries (Local and Foreign),

el

<

L the introducition of this scheme in January, the
newve in Dnglish was dropped, but plans were in hand to re-
introduce the news in IEnglish on the International lletwork.

=ogal and Foreign lews:

falta's growing contacts with the outside world and her
g 8
participation in important international conferences, such as

the Duropean Security and Cooperation Conference, continued to
svinulate the people'’s interest in foreign affairs,

The llews Zepartnent continued with its efforts to
ourage this interest 2y putiing greater emphasis on news and
analyele or what is happening around the world,

The 8,00 p,m, news bHulletin on telewision, &3 from January
1976, included commemiaries and background stories sn the day!s

ey am P monn g B s
SELL TOTrelZn news 1Terng,

Ty 2T oy T o ey + awdl -4 LA .
Yhe Hewe o422t haze thedlr renorits =2nd rnommentaries orn

PRI

ey o ~ T r - = - . 2 ] o
reporte Ziled hy an dnternsetional news sgency, Associated

Yregs, and on monitored material relaved by Torelgn re

“tens have been tallen to diversify and te increase the sourcesof
Jorelgn news,

io gtations.
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e London=pased newe filrm organization VIDSUEVE, remained

the walin susplier of wvisual nmaterial for news and current-

’.7

Q)

ffairs programnmes

Ciz hours of news and newc magazines are presented every
weelry, Undoubtedly the most followed programme is the daily news
at 6,00 m.1, on television, /[ccording to the television viewership
survey carried out in February 1977, the news bulletin attracts
an audience of about one hundred and forty thousand people every
night,

The face=~1ift included the insertion of off-the screen
readers to break the unaveidable monotony caused by the nmonologue

of a newscasgiter in a half-hour builetin,

Snother innovation was the introduction of commentaries
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Jnofficial estimates indicate that the public's following
of the bulletin increased considerably as a result of the changes
introduced in the bulletin ir Jazruary. The favourable reaction
of the nudlic to the changes was reflected in the press columns,

The nost oultstanding coverage of the vear was that given
to the Thodesiz Peace Conference 2eld in lalta beiween January 29
and Februery 2, Jhout gixty cminuvtes of air-time, nali of which

were accompanied v mute and sound filp, were dedicated to the

and iig nte, Two of the protagonists =
Jopmua Tzome and Zohert lngase of the Fatrictic Front - were
interviewed exclupively JTor 1the zews,
T lloro o and the wag ext ively coveret

in the llews, On the “av of the Iidnapping, March the 16th, hesides

the lotest developrmento of the event, ithe news bulletin featured
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a profile on f1ldo Moro; h close links with Malta and

is
backegrounder of the fed Brigades,

U
5]

C

Other noteworthy coverages during the year included:=—
"he launching dy the Prinme Minister of a bullke-
carrier built by the Drydocks for the Chinewms
Covernnent;

(a)

1

(p) The funeral of the letter-bomb victim, Xaren Grech;

(¢) The sinking of the ship, "Queen of Peace" and the

search for her survivors

(@) The Conference of the Socialist and Progressgive parties
of the Mediterrsnean;

{(e) The wvisits to Malta by the Presidents of Llgeria and
sambia and by the Prime Minister of Spain,

Many visiting and local dignitaries were interviewed for
televigsion during 1977/78, These included the German Toreign
Minister, Fang~Dietrich Genscher; the Italian em=Minister of
Defence, Viito Lattanzio; the Director General of the Torld
Health Organizcation, Dr, Halfden Mahler; The Vice Pregident
of the Buropean Commission, Lorenzo MNatale; the ex=President of
the Council of Zurope, Tarl Czerntz; the Secretary General of
the sene GTgaﬁiZ&tiOﬁﬂ GorgeXaihn Ackermanny the Minister for
Foreign Trade

O
N
e

T Czechoslovakiay the Ministers of Trade of
Mlayoia and the Philippines; the inister of ZEducasion o

Tawait: the Secrelary of the Itelian Cocialist Pertv, Zettine

1 et FEN T4 ™ [E- TS N Tarod oo E I | Ial
Crexriy and the Yice~Pregident of the Foreign Lffairs Commigs

b ek e i 8 S i i W3 MR

of the Italisr Pariiasment, Giancerlo Pailetts,

t of the Inton Duttigieg, sccorded
R | wrd T T8t e ] 4T o
z vbe dinterview %o the Hewn Tivisleon orm the

occasion of hisz 55t% hirthdav.
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zpgeial Erogrammes

0y

in the course of the year, the MNews Division produced =
nunber of sgpecial programmes on television,

“he prograrmes included exclusive, in-depth interviews
with the [dniral of the Fleet, Lord liountbatten, and with
cononist, Lord Balogh; = documentary about the events
of Jdumne 7, 1919; a documenta Ty about Colonialisn and MNeoe~.
Colonialism in /frica; another one which analysed the situation
in ZRhodesia since the unilateral declaration of independence by
the Omith Government; and a Teature on the new airport runway,

Other special programmes were broadcast in "Malta u Lil
Zinn Minnba®, They spotlighted the first yvear of the Carter
Ladninistration; the French General Zlections and Air Malta,

Jandir Malta has alwaysc looked to Parliament as a najor
source of mnews, and as such news points which cone to light in

statenents and debates are reported izn the news bulleting,

Parlispentary replies which shed new light on Governnent
thinling, give fresh information on the running of Government
b4
departnents or on new developrients in Malta are alszo reported in

bulletina in the form of newg iterc,

Since Mav of 1675, the news reports have heen supplenented
with a Tuller account of the proceedd ings in the Zouse in the

e

telerigd

on programme, "Ileled

la TileParlament™, The prograrme

E | . o [P oy L+ En PO I o
Pa Droadoast every L variiament dio in segsion.,
1 e - E - ek N
nilar renoriz =3 v o direct from the Palace on
Calhle © 2 and Tedin ted on the sane

netuoriig on the follewing dev,
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Thie reports are coumpiled by a pool of correspondents,
In the Tfirst momths of 1578 the tean was sirengthened and iso
now nade up of seven persons, including three part-timers,

stens were also taken to re-organise the reporting arrangements,

L8 a result, a marked improvement has been noted in the
carliamentary reporis,

in inportant feature of the year'!'s Parliamentary business
is the Budget., ZLandir lalta again nade special arrangements to
croadcast full details of the Budget OSpeech while it was being
read by the Minister of Finance,

“he Minigter of Fimance was interviewed during the late
night news bulletin, /4 sinilar interview was held with the
Leader of the Opposition on the day of the opening of the Budget
debates,

Current Lffair

1

The following is a brealdown of the reguler Current [Lf7airs
programmes on sound and television broadecast during the period
under review,

Televigion:

Freguenﬂv
gy of Trozdoast Title and

duration

Jadin

o]
J

dav

L

40 minutes/
for 'f;%yr ~hT Ly
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Day of Broadecast

Freguencz
and

duration

HMonday to Friday
Monday to Sunday

Monday

"

Wednesday

"Harsa Lejn

"Mill=Gurnali®
"Winn Kullimkien
"Wice Imb!?

Wicel

"Fid-Dinja Illun

25 ninutes

10 ninutes/
daily

30 minutes/
fortnightly

30 minutes/
fortnightly

15 nminutes/
fortnightly

Thursday "Stharrig u Fehmiet" 20 minutes/

fortnightly

Saturday "Radjuritratt” 15 minutes/
weekly

1 "Ciscussion Proge 30 minutes/
ramnmes” weelkly

Sunday "People in the ilews" 15 minutes/
weekly

n "ill-lhharijiet %20 minutes/
tal=Ginghat weelkly

L L1l Tinn Mix-Xefach 20 minutes/
weekly

In Jerpuary, Mr Joe Cachia succeeded Mr Charlies /ihels

w g N
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Trom Zandir Malts
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Programnmes (7,

to takze up an

Yr Mennie Opiteri wiho r
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alternative appoiniment,
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SCHOOL PROGEAMMED

Cound and Television broadcasts to schools during

Scholastic Year 1977/78 were ac follows:

b

Years Years Teara Years Yeears
1=2 3 4 5

(63

Heligion - - - - -

7
English - 9 9 9
Science - - 10 11 i0
Social CStudies - - 7 7 6
Music 8 - - - -
CECONDAZY Fornms I = II Forng III - V

Religion

7

[A]

DLEVICICOH - PRIMIRY

Year 1 - Maltese 10 programmes
Year 2 - Maltese 10 programmes
Year 3 - English 10 prograrmes
Tear &4 - Civice i0 nrogrammes
Year 5 - Magazine 13 programmes
Tear € - Science 8 programmes

k»;_: JCJ.-& wdd., “‘r{
T g i A A

Torm I1 - 2liet v Hhula iC programmes
Forn 111 = GCiwvico 15

Porm I7 - Civiecs 12 nrogremmesn
Torm 7 - celence Progranmes

i d - <0 . -
Formo I & 11 10 preogramzmen

[\]
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ERIMARY SCEOQLS

Ao usual gound broadcasts for Primary Schools provided
a mixture of direct or guasi direct teaching type of broadecasts
and those which were deamigned to enrich without losing any of
their educational wvalue, The former category included nost of
the English broadcasts which were bdbuilt round specific language
gtructures while the latter type =~ the enrichment type, included
Maltese, Science, Social Sutdies and Music,

48 in former years, the most appealing were the Quiz
programmes on spoken Maliese for Year 6 and the Environmental
Studies for Vear 5, [ new experience in nixed nedia was
provided with the transmission of a television series for Year 6
"Kont Taf", In these TV programmes pupils fron wvarious schools
were seen performing some of the experiments about whick . they had
heard in the aaunﬂf broadcast which was relayed earlier in the
nonth,

fnother new televisinn series called PARATA was produced
for Year 5, The programmes, in magazine form were designed to
widen the pupils! limited horizomns by providing then with
information on prominent people = local and foreign - important

events and well Ymown hisitorical landnarks,

One new series which did net neet with the evpeected

succegs vas "Tells" - Tnglish for Year 3 which repleced "lerry

o Feund", TIteg Jaclkx of zuccess was due to various factors

including production and presentation diffienltien encouniered

at = time was invelved in lemgf, netrial action,

t“ Pa ) 1
pecondary GCoraoole
- e )

Une new serien was nroduced for Secondary Delocls:

"lijenza Xlabb" nractical gceience for Forme 1,
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These programmes replaced ithe former series "Digcovery"

which was nmeant for » different audience,

Programes for Formg II, Forms II1I, and Forms IV
were repeats of those transmitied during the previous year,
fechpical and ZIrade Sehoglg

For the first time ever a series designed for Forng
I and II of Trade and Technical Schools, was transmitted
during the year, The series was made up of two parts viz:
vocational and general, Some of the subjects itreated were:
workers'! coniribution to the national econony, design,
industrial hazarde, related subjects, naterials, standarde
ete,

It is to be hoped that Trade and Technical Schoolg
will in future neke nore usge of the resources placed at their
disposal by Eadio and Television,
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APPENDTY T

PROCEDU-E GOVERIING MINISTERIAL BROADCASTS

In view of theilr responsibilities for the care of

the nation the Government should be able to broadcast
from tire to time, Ministerial Broadcasts, which, Tor
exanple, are purely factual, or explanatory of approved
legislative or administrative policies or in the nature
of appeals to the nation to cooperate in national
policies which regquire the active participation of the
public,

Such broadcasts must comply with the provisions of the
Broadcasting Ordinance, 1961,

It will be incumbent on Ministers making such broadecasts
to be as impartial as possible, and in the ordinary way
there will be no gquestion of a reply,

If however a reply is established to the satisfaction

ol the Authority, the total broadcasiting time devoted to
such reply or replies will not exceed the durstion of the
original I"‘nisterial 3Broadcast, TFeguesic for a resly
should »e submitted in writing to the Authority within
Torty=-eight hours of a Ministerial Broadcast heing made,
This time limit will be extended automatically in the cace

“©

ef en interveaning Saturday, Surday or a Public Helideay,

Ireept by agreement with the Eroadcasting Luthority the

anount of airtime which may be utilized in anvy one vea:

. 2 - o o o e b 7 o el o Dy g, . Py b o b
ﬁﬁprll let of one vear *fo March Zigt of the next) will
not excesd 247 LhEeG. inisterial EZrovedcasis mev Le on

‘]

Cound anlv or on hoth Sound and Televiaoion,

ieterial Broadcasts rav be illusirated

with grazhics, photographs and/or films, Tt saculd Je

neted that wien this faellity is made use of, and, 17 a
right of renly ig established, the same facility will De

o R

w0 Lhe
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All requests for Ministerial Broadcasts are to e
nade direct to the Authority and reasonable notice
giveﬁ.

£ script of a Ministerial Broadcast should be sent
to the Authority,

Zxcept by agreement with the Broadecasting futhority
Ministerial Broadcasts will not take place during
periods when General Election or Referendum Broadcasts
are being held,

Ministerial Broadcasts do not and are not intended

to exhaust the possibilities of Ministers appearing

on Sound or Television, Broadcasts by the Prine
Minister which talte the form of an "address to the
nation", and are indicated as such, do not come within
the category of Ministerial Broadcasts., Ministers
also broadcast, by invitation, in news interviews,
balanced discuscions, Radio and Television Press
Conferences, outside broadeasts etc, HMinisterial
Broadcasts come into a separate category beccuse they
constitute special time placed at the disposal of iiinisters
which is availed of at the choice and on the initiztive

e Aol

of the Mindisters and net either of the Contractors or of

the Brosdeasting £

When anv diopute

the T

lges over Ministerlal Sroadeasts

nel responsibility remains




LPPRNDIX 11

PRINCIPLEC TO BE FOLLOWED IN BROADCASTING
ADYELTISEMRITS 01 SOUND AND TELEVISION

PREAVEBLE

-4

2. The general principle governing all advertising broadcast

-

in Malte is that it should be legal, clean, honest and
truthful,

0o

» The Broadcasting Authority and/or its contractors reserve
the right to reject any material which does not conform
with the spirit of these principles, even though it may
not offend any of the specific grounds set out hereunder.

oo INITION

5. The word "advertisement" implies any item of publicity
inserted in the programmes broadcast in conformity with
the Malta Broadcasting Ordinance, 1961, in consideration
of payments to the Authority's contractors,

GENERAL
Lo Ffdvertisement shall be sudject to the provision of the Malta
Broadecesting Ordinance {(Ordinance 10,XX of 1061),

Y. A1l advertisements shall he clearly distinguishable az such

end he separate frem the rest of the progranmme,

&, LAidvertisements 2ll mot he inserted otherwise then at the

Teginning and end of a programme or in natural breaks which
oceur in a srogranme,

Ta WO vertisements shell be included which centain any reference

to dndustrial, roliticel or religious controversv,

(€]
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0D

« o advertisements shall be included in or associated with
programmes of a religious nature and there shall be an
interval of at least itwo minutes before and two minutes
after such programmes during which no advertisements shall
be carried,

)

O

» lothing shall be included in any programmes broadcast by
the Authority and/or its Contractors, whether in an advert-
igsement or otherwise, which states, suggests or implies, or
could reasonably bDe taken to state, suggest or imply, that
any part of any programme broadcast by the Authority and/
or its Contractors, which is not an advertisement has Dbeen
supplied or suggested by any advertiser. Provided that
mothing in this subsection shall be construed as prohibiting
the inclusion in the programmes broadecast by the Authority
and/or ite Contractors, of programmes which have been
accepted and approved by the Authority and with which an
advertiser, in consideration of payment, may be allowed to
agsociate Limeelf without exercising control over the contents
of such prograrmes, such sssociation faking the form of
cnnouncements immediately before the commencement or
imnediately after the end of any such programmes or in natural
trealzs therein, of Tthe name or goods and services of the
apengor,

TLTOT 0T MTATEADTIS AT OTSRMTTG
S Gl MIBTLELDING ASVISDIBEMIETS

1, o zdverticement, talzenm =g = whole or in nert, shall contain
nel pregentation of the cduct or gervice
advertised, or stztement of iig price, w directly by
a
a) OPRCTLAL CLATVS = 1o advertiserent shall contain any
reference wiich 1o likely to lead the public to zssume
tret the nreduet sdvertised, or an ingredient, has some

Eals
b3

G-




unrecognised or incapable of being established,

b) SCIDIVIFIC AND TECENICAL TERMS = Statistics, scientific

terms, cuotztions from technical literature and the like

muct e used with a2 proper sense of responsibility to

the ordinary listener, The irrelevant use of data and
Jargon must never be resorted to in order to make claims
epwear nore scientific than they really are, Statistics
of linmited validity should not be presented in such a way

ag to make it appear that they are universally true,

¢c) IMITZDION - Any imitation likely to mislead listeners or
viewers even though it is not of such a kind as to give

ricse Yo a legal action for infringement of copyright or

~

for "passing off" must be avoided,

Lo

SISPARAGING REFERENCES

12, 1o advertisenment shall contain anv statement intended to
to pronote sales by unfair comparison with or reference to
ompetitive products or services,

TESTIMOITTALS
L%, ocumentary evidence of testimonials may be required as a

condition of the acceptance of advertisements. The

irrecsponsible use of testiomonials must be avoided.

GUARS 1720

ks The word mrentee” should be used wilith caution and sparingly
cnd only in relation fto some specific deseription or

tnelity and the detalled terms of any such gearantee must be
le Tor inspection, |
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(OVERDICING I CEILDREIT'S PROGRLIMES

2%, llo product or service may be advertised and no method of
advertising may be used, in association with a programme
intended for children or which large numbers of children
ere likely to hear or see which might result in harm to
then physically, mentally or morally, and no method of
advertising may be euploved which takes advantage of the
natural credulity and sense of loyalty of childreﬁ;

In Particular

a) o advertisement which encourages children to enter
strange places or to converse with strangers in an
effort to colleeit coupons, wrappers, labels, ete., is
allowed,

%) 1o adverticement for a commercial product or service is
allowed if it conteins an appeal to children which
suggests in any way that unless the children themselves
buy or encourage other people to buy the product or
gervice they will be failing in sowme duty or lacking in
loyalty towards gome person or organisation whether
that person or organization is the one making the appeal
or not,

2) 1lo advertisement is ellowed which leads children to
helieve that 1f thev do not own the product advertised,
they will be inferior in some way to #ther children or
tat thev are 1iahle to be held in centempt or riddcule
for not owning it.

d) 1o edvertisement for tebacco or aleohelic liguors nay

appear in the advertlsging intervals ifzpedlaiely before,

giter programmes designed for



iy

Fnles about Specific Classes of Advertiseuents
Q

and Methods of Advertising

UHACCEPTABLE PRODUCTS OL SERVICES

Advertisements for producis or services coming widhin the
recognised character of, or specifically concerned with, the
following, will not be accepted:

a) money lenders,

b) fortune tellers and the like,

¢) matrimonisl agencies and correspondence clubs

d) undertakers or others associated with death or burial,

e) organizations/companies/persons seeking to advertise
for the purpose of giving betting tips,

£) ewmployment services, registers or bureaux,

g) products or treatments for bust development or, excent
as pernitted by the British Code of Standards, for
slimming, weight reduction or limitation of figure control,

h) contraceptives,

i) smoking cures,

j) oproducts for treatment of aleoholism,

Iz) contact or corneal lenses,

1) clinics for the treatment of the hair and scalp,

n) Thaemorrhoide,

n) products associated with intimate personal hygiene or
medication

o) cigavettes, cigars, pipe or cigarette tohacco, cigar or
cigarette holders, or any other thing directly or
indirectly conneeted with tobacco o tobacco smoking
(applicable omly for television),

p) Baby foods,

75 OF VEDICTIES
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medicines and

with the basle standard of Britisk CTode of
Standards in relation to the Adveriising of Medicines anc

Treatments,”



b) In advertisementis for medicines, treatments and
products which are claimed to promote health or to
be beneficial in illness, the following are not
allowable:

i) presentations which give the impression of
professional advice or recommendation, and

ii) statements giving the impression of professional
advice or recormmendation made by persons who
appear in the advertisements and who are preserted
either directly or by implication as being qualified
to give such advice or recommendation,

NANCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS

Ldvertising is limited to recognised Banks and Insurance
Companies, Building Societies, Government Depariments, and
persons, bodies companies and corporations carryinﬁ on a
trade or an undertaking provided they have been granted =
pernit or licence when one 1is required by law, B

s

GENERAL

The Zdvertisement referring to the helding of any asscendly,
meeting or activity whatsoever shall not be allowed if a
vernit or licenee therefore ils requirsd sceording to law,

unless the nermit cor llcence baé héex granted priﬁr to the

hroeadecast of the advertisement.
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LPPEIDIY T111
ANALYZIE OF TELAVISION PROGIAMMIED
Tavle 1, 3reakdcwn of all Televigion Programnes
Weekly
Average Iiours %
1976/77 _ 1977/78 | 1976/77 _ 1977/78

Hlews =znd llews Magazines

7.16 ) 6.60

17,5 )

_:6 -
EROIFEE

Magazine Progranmes 2,00 ) - 4,9 ) -
Tallke and Discussions 255 .27 1,% .5
Political Broadcasts .21 .50 5 1.2
Ministerial and
Right of Reply .12 .08 ] i,
Docunentaries 38 » 50 5.8 1.8
Feature Filns 4,28 L,00 10,4 .8
Religion .67 1 1.6 1.2
Schools 1,60 .57 340 3.9
£Ault Education 1,00 1.00 2,L 2.4
Children's Informative .62) 6.00 i.‘% 14,7
Children's Entertainment %,56) 11,5
Series Aivemture/slasgics L,51 5,00 10,9 14,
Fanily Comedy 1,01 4,00 2.5 0,8
Variety & Shows 1,79 1,50 L, Bl
Drama 2,18 a50 5.5 Led
irto & Literature 2 24 »25 .0 20
Serious Music & 3allet a 32 250 28 1,2
Sports 2,23 %, 00 B,k 7.%
Advertising Spots 1.30) 2.7% 2.1 5.7
Advertieing HMagazines ,05) QL>
Viocellaneous 1,18 - 2,90 -
%1 2 LAl 1,0
,a9 - W5 -
.56 .00 s 2,k
12 - a -
L %?7 4G, Ol 160,0 100, C
Otation originated programmes 10,%3 1€,7° LE, B L0, G




AIALYSIS OF CABLE RADIO PROGRAMMES

Table 1, Breakdown of Cable Radio OTne

Weekly
Average Hours - | %

N

News and Magazines 23,81 21,8 | 19.8 18,2
Discussions and Talks 5.17 4,97 L3 4,1
Ministerials & Right of .10 .08 e 0,1

Heply .02 . Ok - -
Religious Broadcasts 6,12 6.05 5.1 5.0
Schools 1,17 1,22 29 .0
Adult Zducation 4,79 L,1% L,O Bk

Children's Programmes:

Informative 1.67 1,66 4 1.5 1.4
Entertainment | 50 LA o WL

Plays, Gerials and
Maltese Headings 7.28 611 5.0 5,1
Variety 1,02 1,40 28 1,2
Tnizzes & Penel Games 235 % 3 e 0
Sporte 2,273 2.l 149 2,0
Seriousg lMusic 5,69 4,04 L7 L o4
Light/Popular Music 52,073 54,19 | 43,2 43,0
Women's Programmes 3.7% 2.68 S0 B
Oihers 4,48 6.5%2 'l Bak
FPolitical Broadcastis - 51 0,14 ok Ja1
Genersl Tlections - 0.08 . - 0.1
126,50 R0, 4 ST LT 10G,0




Table 2,

Breakdown of Cable Hadio One

Lacally‘ﬂriginated Programmes

G4,

Wéékiyv
Average Hours

%,

1977/78

1976/77

1977/78

1976/77

Hews and Magazines
piscussions and Talks

Ministerials & Zight of
Leply

Religious Broadcasts

Schools

£dult Zducation

Children's Programmes:
Informative
Intertainment

Plays, Serials & Maltese
Zeadings

Variety

Tuizzes & Panel Games

Sporis

Cerious Musgic

Light/Popular Masic

Women's Programnes

e
Politdical Broadcacts

L Zlection

23,25 21.32 19.3 17.7
5,17 4,97 4,3 L,k
.10 .08 | ol
.02 .04 - -
6,12 6,05 5.1 5.0
1,17 1,22 w9 1,0
4,79 4,13 4,0 3ok
1,67 1,66 1.k 1a4
+50 249 ol ok
7.28 6,11 6,0 5.1
1,02 1.49 .8 1,8
«35 .33 s ]
2,23 2,44 1.9 2,0
5.60 4 .04 L7 b1
52,03 54,19 43,2 5,0
3,75 3.68 Za.1 Fak
4,48 £.5% 37 5.4
234 .44 o 0l

- .08 - ok
140, 0% e, 86 o0, & 09,5
.56 256 25 a5

3, &0 120,42 00,0

160.0




Table 3,

Kdown of Cable Hadio Two

Weekly

Average Hours

1977/78

1976/77

1977/18

1976/77

Hews and llagazines
Discussions and Talks

Ministerial & Eight
of Reply

Religious Broadcasts

Schools

£dult Education

Children's Programmes
Informative
Entertainment

Plays, Cerials & Maltese
Readings

Variety

Quizzes & Panel Canes
Sportg

Serious Music
Light/Popular Music
Women'ls Programmes
Otherse

Political Drosdeasis

6.3
1,0

5
o

6.2

L o

48,5

el
o
L]

=

Ul
®
AV

120,16

20C,0

wr January 1978 all wnrogravmes trarnanitted on




56,

AMALYSIS OF RADIO MALTA PROGRAMMES - 1977/1978

Radio Malta One

7

1977/78 1876/77

Mews and Magezines
Discussions and Talks
Political Broadcasts
Election Broadcasts

! Religious Broadcasts
{ Schools

- Adult Zducation

Children's Programmes:
Informative
Entertainment

Plavs, Serisls & Maltese
TE, :
Readings

Variety

Cunizzes and Panel Ganmes
Sports

Serious Music
Light/Popular Music
Women's Prograrmues

Tthers

17,1 16,4
2,2 2,5
2 .1

- L1
1.3 1.3
1.5 543
8 .2
37 4.0
- 23
- ]
2.4 2,6
3.6 %25
63.7 €2,7
2.k 2.4
1.3 a7

160,90 100,0

Weekly
Average Hours
2977/78 1976/78
21,86 20,62

2,73 3417
<31 .08

- .08
1.73 1,70
1,84 4,19

- .06

- Sk .19
4,67 4,56

- 335

- o
3@’96 %e 30
4,55 4,42

| 80.34 78.52
3.00 3.00
1,673 .92
1126.00 126,00




Badio Malta Two

Weekly
Average Hours

1977/78  1976/77

1977/78

1976/77

Hews and Magazines
Serious Mugic

Light/Popular Music

1,17
13,16

1,17
13.15

29
10.5

«9
10.5

111,67 111,68 88,6 88,6
iiZﬁ,OO 126,00 100,90 100,0

Hadio Malta Three

Heekly
Average Hours

,;11q77/78

1976 /77

1977/78

1976/717

Hews and Magazines
and Talks
£dult Education

Serious Mugic

™ *
Jigeussioneg

Light/Popular Music

66,60

1.7

.7
1.2

95.9

Lo
o1
1.5
« 0
95.1

CHrnmg i - 33 .50 °3 27
i
| 70,00 70,00 100,0 100,0
Radio Mnlta Three (Locally Produced)
; Veekly %
| £Average Fours
107, /78 1976/77 1677/78 _ 1976/77
Hews and Magazines 1,47 1,47 1.7 LY
Digeussions znd Talln - , 06 - , 7
£dnlt Fducotion L B0 1,06 a7 o
Serioua Mugilce .85 B L2 5
Light/Pepular usic 65,87 £5,54 G4, S
B 41 G7.7 57,0
.61 L0 58 ZaD Za
70, C0 70.00 100, 100,0

o
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BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

(CONSTITUTED UNDER ORDINANCE XX OF 1961)

BALANCE SHEET
AT 31st MARCH, 1978

Note
FIXED ASSETS 1
CURRENT ASSETS
Sundry Debtors and Prepayments 4

Cash and Bank Balances (Appendix 2a)

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Sundry Creditors and Accruals
Bank Overdraft

Financed by:

Grants of Technical Equipment received
from foreign Organisations

Government Contributions from Wireless
Licence Feesi=-

Amount applied for capital purposes
to date

Provision for loss or damage to films
on hire

Less:

Debit Balance on Tacome and Expenditure
Account ({Page77)

INTAMARG GALICT

R LR EE NN

£M £M

74567
3,522
210

3,732
53,612
1,397

55,009

51,277

43,710

16,960

33,140

1,463

51,563

95,273

49 .70

e oy st s s

Page 69,

1977
£M
10,454

3,475
4,690

8,165

16,960

33,127

1,463

51,550

IEE R RN R



Page 70,

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS
TQO _THE MEIBERS OF
THE BOARD OF THE BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

We have examined the annexed Balance Sheet and Income
and Expenditure Account which are in agreement with the books
and records kept by the Authority and have obtained all the
information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge
and belief were necessary for the purposes of our audit. Proper
5ooks of account have been kept,; so far as appears from our

examination thereof,

In our opinion and according to the information and
explanations given to us, the said Balance Sheet and Income and
Expenditure Account, read in conjunction with the notes thereon,
Present respectively a true and fair view of the state of affairs
of the Authority at 31st March, 1978 and of the deficit for the
year ended on that date.

(signed)

Diamantino, Manfre' & Co
Certified Public Accountants

Valletta Buildings
South Street
Valletta

Date: 9th June, 1978




BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1978

Page 71.

1977
Notes £M £M
INCOME
Government contributions from Licence Fees 38,000 -
Licence Fees from contractors 751 751
Ground Rents 51 51
Bank Interest (Net) (191) 1,000
38,611 1,802
Deduct:
EXPENDITURE
Prescribed Programmes
Incurred on Sound Broadcasts 2 3,406 2,494
Incurred on Television Broadcasts 3 8,468 7,837
Administration and Other Expenses
General Administration (Appendix 1) 30,785 30,294
Tokyo Song Festival - 364
42,659 40,989
4,048 39,187
Add:
Cost of Fixed Assets acquired during the year 13 530
Shortfall in respect of prescribed programmes 23,126 24,669
23,139 25,199
DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR 27,187 64,386
Ldverse Balance brought forward from
previous vear 67,460 2,587
Prior year adjustments 626 487
Balance carried forward (Page69) 95,273 €7 ,460

The notes on pages7?2 and73 form an integral part of these accounts,



BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1978

Depreciation
Rate per
1. Fixed Assets annum
FPreehold Land Nil
Office Equipment
Furniture and
Fittiags 20 ~ 10%
Technical
Equipment 25%
Studio Equipment 20%
Motor Vehicle 20%
Radio Malta -
Furniture and
Fittings 33 - 20 - 10%
Radioc Malta =
Studio and
Technical
Equipment 25 « 20 - 10%
(1977)

Depreciation is charged on a straight line basis at the rates shoun,

Page 72,

Cost Depreciation Net 1977
£M £M £M £M
655 - 655 655

7:,644 6,434 1,210 1,658
10,657 10,449 208 312
8,119 8,119 - -
1,624 974 650 975
1,438 1,226 212 338
19,963 15,331 4,632 6,516
50,100 42,533 7 2567 10,454
50,087 39,633

mE=momm

==z

2, Expenditure on Sound Broadcasts is regulated by Clause 12 of an agreement

dated 28th September; 1961, which stipulates an expenditure of 210,000

per annum on programmes prescribed by the Authority.

incurred during the year was as follows:

Adirtime and Studio Charges

Depreciation on Tecknical Equipment

-

Lesss  Adiiocatsd o
(Note 2)

Television Broadcasts

Proportien of Overhead Expenses (5.7%)

(Appendix 1)

Liability for amcunt payable towards the

improvement of programmes

£

The amount

1977

£l &M
1,161 274
52 G2
2,193 2,158
3,406 2,494
6.594 7,506

DRSS



Page 73

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
NOTES TO _THE ACCOUNTS
(CONTINUED)

YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1978

3. Expenditure on Television Broadcasts is regulated by Clause 12 of
an agreement dated 28th September, 1961 which stipulates an
expenditure of £M25,000 per annum on programnes prescribed

by the Authority. The amount incurred during the year was as

follows:
877
£M £M
Airtime and Studio Charges 2,913 2,324
Eurovision Song Contest - (52)
Depreciation:
Technical Equipment (Note 2) 52 61
Studio Furniture and Equipment - 89
Proportion of Overhead Expenses
(14.3%) (Appendix 1) 5,503 5,415
8,468 7,837
Liability for amount payable
towards the improvement of
programmes 16,532 17,163
25,000 25,000

(page 71)

4, DEBTORS AND FREPAYMENTS
Debtors and Prepsyvments are stated after providing an amount of
£M1,587 for Bad and Deubtful Debts,



BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES

JEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1978

Audit Fee

Depreciation
Furniture and Fittings 10%
Qffice Equipment 20%
Motor Vehicle 20%

Duty Visits Abroad

Entertainment and Hospitality

Gratuities

Honoraria to Board Members

Professional Fees and Expenses

Maintenance and Repairs

Membership Fees - International
Organisations

Naticnal Insurance Contributions

Postages; Telegrams and Telephones

Provision for Bad and Doubtful Debts

Rent of Offices and Studios

Rentals Wired Sound and Television Sets

Stationery

Staff Superannuation Scheme

Subscriptions to Newspapers, etc.

Sundry Expenses

Transport

Tages and Salaries

Tater and Electricity

Religious Broadcasting Henoraria

Deduct:

Amcunts chercged against mrogrammes prescribed:

Sound Broadcasts ~ 5.7% (Nete 2)

Television Broadcasts =~ 14.3% (Note 3)

£M

260
201
325

38,487

7A]'ﬂ

Appendix

786

70
2,765
1,750

914
125

3,074
865
892

1,567
800
175
249

1,601
176
210
297

21,265
25C

300

(2,193)
(5,503)

1
L]

277
244
325

671
277

1,707
550
535

(2,158
(5,415)




75.

Appendix 2.

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES IN THE CASH POSITION
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1978

. EM £M £M
Funds became available during the
year as follows:
From: Government Contributions 38,000
Sundry Income {Licence fees,
Bank Interest) 611
38,611
These were applied to meet:
Administrative and other Expenditure -
General (including prescribed
programmes ) 42,659
Leaving a deficit on
Income and Expenditure Account (Page ) of 4,048
The Deficit was increased by
Purchases of Fixed Assets 13
Provisions for amounts payable in
respect of prescribed programmes 23,126
23,139
27,187
And decreased by:
Increase in Debtors (47)
Increase in Creditors 19,083
Retained Depreciation 2,900
Prior Year's adjustments (626)
21,310
Leaving a cash deficit for the year
amounting to 5,877
Cash Deficit for the year effected the jLuthorityls
Liquid Funds as follows:
Cash Balances as at
31,%2.77 31.3.78
£1 £M
Decreszse in favings
Account 2,794 184 2,610
Tiecrease 1n Banlk
belance 1,851  (1,397) 3,248
Decrease of Cash in
hiand 45 26 19
4,690 {1,787 5,877




76.

Appendix 2a.

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES IN NET VORKING CAPITAL POSITION
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1978

1977
£H £M £M
Cash deficiency for ]
the year (Appendix 2) 5,877 41,634
Add:
Increase in debtors (47) (184)
Increase in creditors 19,083 18,517
19,036 18,333
Decrease in Net Vorking Capital for
the year 24,913 59,967






