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INTRODUCTORY

Important and far reaching decisions about the
general structure of broadcasting in Malta were talen
during the year. These decisions emerged from Governe
ment's policy to remove broadcasting from the private
to the public sector and to amalgamate all broadcasting
services under the control of a para-statal organisation.
In turn, this organisation absorbed the functions of
other telecommunications nedia which, hitherto, had
operated independently, This amalgaﬂation brought
together under the operative control of the Telenmalts.
Corporation all activities pertaining to broadcasting,
internal and external telephone communications as well
as cable and telex services,

The previous sysiem which had evolved in Malta
was a nlxzture of pudblic gervice and commercial broad-—
casting, with private enterprise providing Sound and
Televigion services under the overall supervision and
control of the Broadecasiting Authority set up by the
Constitution and charged with the responsibility of
nmaintaining belance and impartiality in the warious
sectors of programming, This system which nmay not have

perfect or easy 1o operate had withstood the o
and siresses of the past fourteen years., It came to an
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commenced in 19772 and which by the transfer da
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expanded to threc services on mediun wave and on V=
M, wag wholly affected by Governnent's directives to
group the nedia under centralised control, The change
over was completed by June % when the International
Programme of Dadio Malta continued i1ts transmissions fronm
the new Zandir Malta studios complex and not fron the
futhority's studios where it had originated together
with the other two wireless services,

Schools Broadcasting was another ssctor of
programing which was affected by the new policy, £L11
the omployees in this unit were seconded by the /‘uthority
to the recently set up para=statal organisaition wherse
they continued to provide under new management firect
broadcaste on both media to primary and secondary gchools,

Under the new system, the futhority reverted to its
prinary role of acting as 'watchwdog' over the broadcasting
nediz with Telemalta as 1ts new DBroadessting Contractor,
Thiig para=-gtotal organisation inherited znd assuned
regporaibility for the rights and cobligationsz laild dewm
in the Cwroadeasting fgreenents which had ordginally been
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impartiality in programming is not normally an sasy

one but in the highly charged atmosphere of a prew
election year, the situation was rendered even nore
difficult, Eowever that may be, it is clear that no
national broadcasting service could be considered
adecnate if it does not take into account and strive to
neet the wide range of interests, tastes and political
aspects of the audience it is designed to serve, The
overall balance of prograrme output rust reflect the
views and interesis of the audience as a whole,
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PROFILE O TIOE VIiAL

The [uthority

Cection 121 of the Constitution lays down that
"there shall be a Broadcasting futhority for Malta®
with its membership being regulated in accordance with
legislation which may be in force from time te tine,
The nethod of appointment of members of the Zuthority
is also provided in the Constitution which stipulates
that members are to be appointed by the President of
the Republic acting in accordance with the advice of the
Prine lMinister gilven after he has consulted the Leader
0f the Opposition, The Eroadcasting Ordinance prescribes
a maxzimun of six and a minimum of four nembers other than
the Chairnman. ‘Then this section, together with the
nethod of gppointnent, is seen in relation to the Zuthority's
guorun recuirenents - three nembers other than the Chaolrman
= it will be readily appreciated that the Luthority's day-
to=Cay husinesg would function nmore smoothly LI mexbership
were to bHe increased from the present nininum to the full
numbey allowed by law. However, for nmanvy yvears, the

futhorityv's members 8 consistently been limited to
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Cxn the 4th June, 1976 Professor Colelre and
Mr Borg retired at the expiration of their tern of
Office and were veplaced by Brigadier G,V, MicalleZf
anl Mr 2, Dalli as Chairman and member respectively.,

During the year, the Authority held 26 formal
segsions,

The futhoritvis S4aff

The establishment of the Authority on 31st March,
1976 wag as follows:

Adninistrative PN see ava 3
Programming ano ana aaa 3
Clerical and Secretarial ,,. ane 5
Others ... ans s saa &

Lz gtated in the introductory sectlon of this
report, the curtailment of the Authoritv'a ﬂ?@g%&ﬁm@
nroduction functions brought about o drastic reduction
in staff with the redundant personnel being absorbed
either »v direct transfer or on secondmend terms by
Tandir Malte. This exercise was undertalien by
negotistion im which the Governpent, ithe Authority and
astaf? unions and a2osociations were inwolved, The nucleus
that remained with the futhority were apong those with
several vears of experience in the various spheres o
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The gteff who worlt in broadcasiting have the need not
only to take &xiﬂ@ in the work they have done but alsd

10 see clearly the future in whiech thev will be able
to exercise and develop their skills,

The Authority's day=to=day dbusiness and the
managerent of itg staff is entrusted to the Chief
Gxecutive, The Prime Minister had appointed Mr Joseph
Grina to this post in November, 1971, Mr Grima relincuished
hils appointnent on the 1st June, 1976 to take up a career
in politicss The Authority would like to record its
appreciation of Mr Griua's services rendered during his
period of employment with the Broadcasting futhority.

Control and Supervision of Prograrnes

The futhority’s primary functlon which emergec
from the proviclons of the Constitution 1z %o ensure
iopartiality in natters of political or industrial
ﬁ@ﬁbrﬁversvy or relating to current yuhiic poliﬁy s&ndig

DErsons belanﬁﬁng to dlfferent p@lﬁ%ﬁ@aﬁ p&rtiegg in
addition to thg Constitutional requirements there are
also the provisilons of the Broadcasting Ordincnce and the
Broadecasting fgreenents which oblige the Luthority and 1is

Contractor to paintain balance and impartislity in

S . - o
programming and to exclude fron programmes sny natier
Lgned to serve the interests of any political party,
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the legal and contractual obligations are complied with,

Under the present arrangenments, the Authority is
more than gufficiently rermoved from the actual programme
production process not to feel personally involved in
individual progranne decislons and in considering
conplaints it does not act at one and the same time as
Judge, Jjury and defending counsel as was sonetines
suggested under former circumstances., In any dispassionate
consideration of this matter, however, it nust be borne
in nind that programmes originate from an independent
Contractor and investigations in depth into allegations
about programme content and the implementation of a
corrective process, if complaints are justified, take
time to be carried out,

During the vear, the Authority received a considerable
nuober of complaints mainly from the Nationaiist Party,.
Theoe were all referred to the Contractor for iteo comments
rrior to further investigation and decision bv the Luthoridy.

These complainis may be classified as followsi=
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Current fffalire nroorarmes

Lack of balance in the selection of
participants for discussion programmes;
freguent interviews with Governmment or
Labour Party spokesnen and claims that
Mationalist Party views and activities
are not adeguately dealt with.

Documentaries and reporting of Editorials

o+

Z1legations that events of historical interest
were not treated with due accuracy and imparte
iality and unfair reporting of a section of
editorial opinion with the overall effect of
evading criticisn of current Government policy.

futhority dealt with a number of conmplaints
necessary, took corrective action., The Coniractor's

explanations on several others were referred to thé Ilavionalist

Party for itz information, ZHowever, at the end of the vear

under ravi
had still
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a congiderable back=log of these complaints

2
o he investigated by the Autharity.

e
t

rs N LT W e
Contractor’s




s

£ 2

Tinance

Lecording to the spirit of the Broadcasting
Ordinance, the Authority's finances should be adeguate
and guorantecd, For a number of years they were neither
and up to the financial year 1974=75, the Authority
congistently declared a deficit, The final position
during the year under review was sonewhat different as
shown in the audited accounts which appear as an appendix
to this report,

Incone received during the year through Governnent
grants from Virelegs Licence Fees, .the paynents nade by
the Contractors and other niscellaneous revenue stood at
£11101,654, On the other hand, after the major surgical
operation which removed the Radio Malta operation fron
the Lfuthority's direct control, expenditure was substantially
reduced and the overall effect produced a cash surplus of
£121,609, In ternms of Section 12{(3%) of the Broadcasiing
Oriinance, the sfuthority will be making recomnmendations

-

to the Prescident of the Republic about the mammer in which
th

3,

it wounld wish

-

nece funds to be applied,
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Cepnite the surplus which resulied at the close of
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The Authority in Court

During the year under review, warious lawsuits
were instituted by the Nationalist Party against the
futhority. These principally concerned the right to
reply to Ministerial Broadcasts, Details about some
inportant developnents in this highly sensitive area
of programning are provided in the chapter dealing with
"Political Broadcasting”, The Authority also featured
in Court actionsom other occasions,

On the 3rd February 1976, the Hon, Minlster of
Finance, Custons & Ports delivered a Minisierial Broade
cast, The Authority granted a right of reply to the
Hatdionalist Party and Dr, M, Felice, on behalf of the
Hationalist Party,recorded his reply on the 20th
February 1976 for transnmission on the 2%rd February, 197¢.
The Brondeant, prior to dts being recorded waz vetted by
The futhority's Legsl Adviser., & serious case of loskage
naterialized, owing to which the Hom, Minister of Finance
recquested the Authority not to transmit the broadcast, ag
he contended that certein peris of it were seditious, Cuch
2 reouest was nade only a few hours before the brosdcast
] and the Cheirmen ¢f the Authority

po <t g od = P e T . 3 A e e
ansnission for further consideration

Felice'a hrasdonds wen ultinntely
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that the Nationalist Party had an interest in obtaining
a declaration that the Authority had failed in its

duty of dmpartiality by suspending the transmission of
Dr, Felice's Broadcast, The First Hall of the Civil
Court, by its Judgenent of the 1st June 1976 disnissced
the demand for such declaration., The Nationalist
Party's appeal from the Judgement is pending before

the Court of Appeal,

fnother Lawsuit dinstituted by the Hationalist
Party against the Authority concerned the prograrne "Ig-
Snin ta' Bidla" - a series of programnes dealing with
various phases of Malta's developnent over the lagt 70
Vears,

During the discussion by the Authoriiv about the
contents of this programme, difficulties arose due to a

?
h e o p ¥ POV S o g Ty 1 oo AV P 2| To oy
iackx o cuorum and the zession had to be deferred, The

Hetlomallst Party recuested the Court to order the issue
of a precautionary warrant of prohibitory injunction

regtraining the Zuthority fronm transmitting that




International Crganisations

During the year, Droadeasting Authority delegaites
attended and took an active part in various international
gatherings, The 271th Session of the Prix Italia inter=-
national conmpetition for radio and television progranmes
was held in Florence between the 17th and 29th Septenber,
1975. The Authority was represented by its Secretary,

Mr Antoine Ellul, who acted as a member of the jury for
radio documentaries. The aims of the Prix Italia is

to promote the c¢unality of programmes of both media and

t0 encourage the exchange of programmes subnitted for

the competition., It is also intended to facilitate
cooperation between those engaged in creative broadcasting
work and to stimulate the study of creative and cultural
guestions relating to broadpasting.

The Conmonwealth Educational Broadeasting Confesrence
was officlally inaugurated at the Sydney Opers House on
the 7th October, 1975, One of the Maltese delegates to
the conference was Mr Joseph Grina, the Anthoritv's Chief
Tzecutive, The General Manazer of Xandiy Malta, My §3$@§%
fwvellino and Fatherlionvoinm Mintoff were fhe other Maliese
representatives, Lfter several working sessions, the
Conference ﬂﬁag%ad varicus recommendations and one of these

had been pr

The Maltese sponsored recornmencas
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was to look dnto and recomumend solutlons to any problens

that may arise in the inplementation of this proposal,

The Governnment also noninated the Authority's
Chief Ixecutive to attend the non=aligned syuposium
on information which woz held in Tunis from the 26th 4o
the 30th March, 1976. Mr Grima was appointed Rapporteur
of Group III of the Symposium, The Agenda included the
promotion of nmass information nedia between the non~-
alizned countries; the role of these media in strengthening
econonic and social cooperation between the participating
countries and the encouragement of cultural interaction
between the non-aligned countries,

For several years the Authority has been an Lcetive
Menber of the European Broadcasting Union and of the
Cormonwealth Broadcasting £ssoclation, During the vear,
the futhority's E.2,U, nmembership ran into difficulties

—2 to the financial aspects of membership, However,
fler successful negotiation, the Authorliy renewed 1isp

nembersiin for 1976 and its delegate, the Authorityla
Secretary, attended the E.B,U,'s 27th Ordinary Cension

Yy

¢
Lenad
N

e
w

of the General serbly which was held ia EHelsinkl fron

the 2nd to the ﬁtM July, 1976,

r!"g‘l*
Tha Tol

ﬁ
5y
0D
[
)
5
i ]
g
(6]
o]
3
fode
<4
)
[9)

e i
ST ALT i



i,

Performance, Mary Spilterl was presented with = gilver
medallion, a certificate and 500 US Dollars as prize
money. In Tokyo, Miss Spiteri interpreted the song

"GO0 On.sas...", composed by Joe Vella, who also directed
the festlval orchestra at the Budokan Hall,

After negotiations held between the Yanaha Music
Foundation = the Organisers of the Festival - and the
Broadcasting Authority, it was agreed that Malta be
offered the same facilities to enter the Tolyo Festival
as before., The Organizers, however, reserve the right to
choose the song to represent Malta in the Festival,

£ sgpecial Organising Connittee responsible for the
local selection was set up under the Chairmanship of Mr
E,C. Tabone, board nember of the Broadcasting Luthority.
The Conmitiee was nade up of representatives from the
Luthority, Yandir Malta {who are jointlv resmomsible with
the futhority for Malta’s participation a2t $he Feastival)
and the Maltese Cuild of Oomposers and Luthors (UxeM),

Six fineliots were chosen out of a total of 43
compositions submitted for the festival, Thece szix
conpeted in a 'Song for Tokyo! te

in intermational jury selected the

were then zent to the

2 L T
LS. DOOLDS,

LT AP I
sty ;
r L EANA




j»:% ®

PCLITICAL BROADCASTING

Local politics are mnecessarily an inportant
ingredient of the Authority's programmes, Whenever a
broadcasting systen is established the problen of
politics in broadcasting soon arises, Jo politician
can ignor it and there will be uproar in political
guarters if strict impartiality is not seen to be
naintained and one party gains a fractionary advantage
over another, BEroadcasting systems nmust have a policy
to regulate politics and this is expected to be closely
controlled, The Authority’s policy emerges fron the
provicions of the Constitution and the Broadcasting
Ordinance which lay down balance and inmpartiality and
the fair apportionment of time between persons belonging
to different political parties as the basic requirements,

Party Political Broadcasts

The 3roadcasting Luthority and representatives of
the political parties meet annually, or nmore oftenm iI
necegsary, 4o agree on the detailed arrangements, the
nunber and the time allowed to each party for such broad-
cagsts, The fornula adopted by the Authority relates the

o y 7l i P p ] y b T v o <~ ) o emm e g e @ g
total airtime for each party to thet pariv's representation
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This latter series of 15 programmes was purposely limited
t0 coincide as closely as possibie o the end of the
present Parliament's five-year term since after dissolution
which 1s expected to take place not later than the 15th
fugust, 1976 the present basis for airtime allocation
would no longer apply.

For the period January to August, party political
broadcasts were ag follows:i=

Malta Labour Party

2 Political Conferences =« One of 60 ninutes and one
of 50 nminutes

1 Press Conference of 60 minutes
4 Talks of 15 minutes each

Nationaligt Partv

2 Political Conferences of 50 nminutes each

N

L Press Conference of 95 minutes

Wl

Talks of 15 ninuies each

In addition, both parties were offered participation
in two Political Debates of 60 ninutes cach,

Parvy Political Broadcast
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from these political programmes , Some Court
judgenents have awarded damages or imposed fines

in criminal and civil actions for 1libel although

it was pleaded that the Contractor had no control over
these programnes prescribed by the Authority. On its
part the Authority keeps the Contractor indemmified
against such risks,

Ministerial Broadcasis

Ministerial Broadcasts are in a class of their
ovn, These are broadcasts for which the initiative cones
Tron the Govermment and in which the speaker is a Minister
or a Parliamentary Secretary., Thege broadcasts are not
subject to prior vetting, The following Minlsterial
Broadcasts were delivered on television znd Cable Zadio

o .u.;g,;,\&

hetween the 1st Lpril, 107% and 3lst March, 1076:
1, The Minister of Labour, Emplovment and
Welfare on the 15th Mav, 1875 = & ninutes

-
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£, The Minister of Eraaeé Industry and Tourisn

on 1%th Januerv, 1976 - 16 minpuntes
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The Mindister ol Pub 11lding and Vork
on 24th February, 1976 = 24 nminutes

The Minister of Posts and Electricity
on 2nd March, 1976 - 24 ninutes

The Minister of Education and Culture
on 16th March, 1976 = 26 ninutes

The Minister of Labour, Employnent and
“elfare on 23rd March, 1976 - 25 ninutes

The Minister of Developnment
on %0th March, 1976 = 41 nminutes

For Ministerial Broadcasts, the Authority allows a
maximun airtine entitlerent of 240 nminutes annually, This

allocation was completely taken up during the 12-nonth
period from Lpril 1975 to March 1976,

ation on two occcasions:

vear, the Prime Minister spoke fto the

on 5tk August, 1975 concerning

E o

Covernment administrative and financial measures (30 nins,,
and on 31st Decenbter 1975 in an end.of.the.yvear message
when he gave an informative review of Government
activities (%% ming,) The Prime Minister's Lddresses %o
the Hation 2re excluded fronm the airtime allocated to
Minigterial ZSrosdcasis,
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the right of reply as clained by the Opposition Party.

The Authority decided to grant the right of reply to

five Ministerial Broadcasts. Several cases were the

subject of legal action against the Authority by the
Hationalist Zarty and the Court eventually gave judgenents
which granted the right of reply to a further three broad-
casts, The following lists the replies by the Nationalist Party
trencrmitiol oo a. result of broadcasts which toolr place

during the year:

1, On the 16th February, 1976: 8 mins., in reply to
broadcast by Miniocter
of Agriculture and
Fisheries

2., On the 19th February, 1976: 6 nins, in reply to
broadcast by Minister of
Housing and Lands

3., On the 3rd March, 1976: 10 mins, in reply to
broadcast by Minioter of
Finance, Custons and Ports,

4, ©On the 18th March, 1576: 8 nins, in reply to
broadeast by Minister of

Public Building and “eorks

5, 0n the 14th April, 19763 8 nminutes in renly o
broadcast by Minister of
Trade, Industry and

™ R
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The futhority also granted to the Nationalist Party
the right to reply to a speech delivered by the Minister
of Public Building and Works on the occasion of the
inauguration of the 13th December 1975 Road at Marsa,

The whole inauguration ceremony had been broadcast on radio
and Cable Radio on the 3ist August, 1975, The reply took
the form of an interview in a current affairs progranne,

MTs

e Legal basis of the Right of Renly

L8 stated in the preceding Section of this report,
various lawsuits were instituted by the Nationalist Party
ageinst the Authority in connection with 'rightsof reply’
to Ministerial broadcasts and Addressedt to the Nation by
the Prime Minister,

M.,

The relevant legal provisions are Section 122(1)

of the Constitution and Section 7{(2) {g) of the Broadcasting
Ordinance., The forner provision reads as follows:s

HIT’

shall he the Ffunction of the Broadeasiing

e Sk

Luthority to ensure, that, so far as po
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relevant sections are the following:

(1) In view of their responsibilities for

the care of the MNation, the Governmenit should

be able to broadcast from time to time Ministerial
Broadcasts, which, for exanple, are purely factual
or explanatory of approved legislative or administe
rative policies or in the nature of appeals to the
nation to co-operate in national policies which
require the active participation of the Public,

(z) It will be incumbent on Ministers naking.
such broadcasts to be az inpartial as possible,
and in the ordinary way there will be no question
of a reply”,

The ationalist Party claimed that for the proper
observance of the Constitutional and Legal Provisilons
above nentioned, the Opposition should he granted an

sutonatis right of replyv and that the Zuthorit
« 3 .

in its constitutional and legal dutiles in those dnstances
during the preceding twelve months in which it had el
failed to grant a right of reply or allotted

2 - ~ 3 g o i .
tine for such reply., ALpart
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The Court congildered that the guiding principies

on Ministerlal Broadcasts in Malta were the sane as
those followed by the British Broadcasting Corporation
in the United Xingdom dbefore 1969 and that the sane
criteria were applicable to addresses to the nation by
the Prime Minister., The Court of Zppeal declared that
in matters of political or industrial controversy or
relating to current public policy the doctrine of
inmpartiality and fair apportionment of time implied the
necessity, in the public interest, of a right of reply.
If a Ministerial Broadcast were to deal with guestions
about which in the counitry as a whole there were two or
more opiniong or if the Ministerial Broadcast praised too
much the political party in Govermment, or criticised even
in an indirect manner, other political parties, a right of
reply should Gbe granted to the Opposition, In such cases

e should be a serious, real and effective opportunity
for a reply, zo that the Country would therebv have the
wenefit of diversity of informatiomn, The Luthority had en

Firmatd - T 7
affirmative obligation in terms of ithe Constitutional and
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Legal provigions., "ithin certain limiigg the futhority had

digeretlonary powere dbut if it went beyond those limits acs
ernlained in the Judzement of the Court of Appeal deliversad
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(2) 1In so for as the Ministerial Broadcasts dellvered
during the previous 12 nonths were concerned, the Court
neld that a right of reply should have been granted in
the case of the lMinisterial Broadcast of the Hon, Minisier

of Finance, Custons and Ports delivered on the 17th December,
1074,

(3) In regard teo the fddress to the Nation of the S5th
August,'i,7R delivered by the Hon. The Prime Minister, the
recuest for a right of reply was dismissed, as the Court
consicdered that there were not sufficient elements to warrant
its upsetting the decision taken by the futhority,

The other Broadcasts about which a right of reply
was rejguested were the following:
(a) The L@dress to the Nation of the Fon, The Prime
Viniester of the 31st December 1975,

(p) The Min

izterial Broadeast of the Hon, Minister of
Trade, Industry & Tourism of the 13th January, 1976,

(c) The Ministerial Broadecast of the Hon, Minister for
Lgriculture & Fisheries of the 20th January 1976,

(&) The linisterisl Zrecadcast of the Hon, Minister of
Tducstion & Culture of *he 16th March, 1976,

ie) The Yirnisterial Broadcast of the Tomn, Minisgter of
o

The Jutlherity granted rights

deliveresd
hy the Firsat .



PROGRAMME REVIEYW

in dincreagse in activities in all sectors of
programing and a related expansion in technical
facilities was the predoninant feature registered by
Yandir Malta during the year.,

A milestone in television broadcasting was
established with the acguisition and putting in use of a
fully=equipped outside broadcasting unit, Without any
outolde help or advice, Xandir Malta engineers not only
cornulssioned the unit in a matter of days dbut also modified
it to take a third orthicon camera and itwo portable micro=
wave links - a highly cormendable effort on theilr part.
These measures have enhanced the production capabilities of
the unit as well as naking live outslde~broadcast trang-
nilssions possible. Jeveral outside broadcasts were taken
in hand and were extremely well received by the viewing
public who commented wvery favourably also about the claritvy
and technical guality of the transmissions,.

Outgide Television Hroadeasting was introduced for the first

2
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tine in February 1976 with the 'live' and recorded coveragec
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Television

The gtation originated output including news and
current affairs progrannes, accounted for around 51,149
of total transmission time cduring the period under review;
thig shows an increase of 3,1% over the previous year ,
equivalent to a weekly increase of 3 hours 31 ninutes,

This period also saw the introduction of Sunday
afternoon transmissions, accounting for over %% hours of
the total weekly output,

"Live" and "Recorded" outside broadcast coverages
were introduced towards the end of the period,

39 half=-hour progrannes were produced for the very
yvoung audiences and were intended to create an interest in
the world around them, Two series in particular, were
devised to "teach" through the child’s natural ability to
"nlayt,

Programnes included competitive games, songs, wWorde
buillding, wvisualised stories on the moral and social asgpects
of ¢hild behaviour and iliems on civic sense and neture

2 mraree m Toan W o Demeon o
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do=it=yourseli projects, and past-tines and self-
gvoluation in relation to the home, family and friends,

S R omm am

Light Entertainnent

4% programnes varying in duration fron 30 to 60
minutes, together with a nunber of "ad hoc" progranues
totalling'ﬁzﬂ ninutes, were produced during the perion
under review, Programnes provided an opportunity for new
and established talent with visiting entertainers as
guests, Content included a mixed bag of musical entertain-
nent, varying from pure rock to pop, classical, traditional
and follk music, The current series "Xuntrasti" introduced
an element of music appreciation through a combination of
mugico~literary numbers and the introduction and erecution
of well-known classics by students of the Johann Cirauss
School of Music,

The standard of fiilme shown maintained the very
high audience they have always enjoved. This vear's long
1igt of filmg included such box office hits 28: The Greatest
Story Bver Told, It's a Mad Mad World, Buona Sera Mrs Canphell,
Topkapl, Thonmas Crown iffair and the Caine Mutinvy,
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comments, information and criticism on artistic and cultursl

activitien,
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of Meltese custonms snd traditions, D23
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ted experto, om unusual local customs, proverbs and
ted

te
ects d'arts” of a bvgone age created an added interest,

Dayra Madwarna_

These programmes were directed at the whole fanily
and served as a vehicle for such items as "do=lt-yourself"
spots for the man around the house, hobbies for the young
and the introduction from tinme to time of personalities
fron various walks of 1ife, Programmes also included
satirical sketiches aimed at furthering civic sense and
responsibility by prowiding an opportunity to members of
the fanmily to take stock of their immediate environment
and socilety as a whole,

Incorporated items dealing with magic, the occult
and allied sciences together with elements of entertainment,
Progrannes included documented items om the history of
various oranches of the occult, interviews with persons
cleining to have had experience im this fileld, denonstrations
and interviews with personalities experienced in »palmistry,
astrology, phrenology and other topics related to magic and
the supernatural, The combination of entertainment and
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gixth sense or o fourth dimension, made this series a




Cyele Cceranble at Imbarta,

fround 50 docunentary programmes were produced

during the perilod under review, Foremost among these
were progrannes comnemorating anniversaries, a series
about Malta from 1900 to date and another about places of
historic, artistic and architectural importance, Most of
the programmes used "on location" footage while others
required dranmatised action sequences to bring to life
unrecorded episodes.

irt In=MNatura

R WR R @M A SN SRR

This series dealt with "nature" aspects of the
islands and the need for the preservation of flora and
fauna, The series was produced with the co-operation of
the lMuseun of Natural History and the help of various
experts from the History Cocieties,

Wirt_Artistilu/irkitettonilo

These programmes were devoted to the subject of
artiotic and architectural heritage., The first series
dealt with art treasures housed in the MNew Museun of Fine

2 N e R 2 oo B =
resentation provided the viewer witk an
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opprotunity to take a2 verwv close look st the interiors and
treasures housed in the new building, ey wrdhk
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Mahdum Malta

Short documentaries dealing with cotiage indusiries
alghlighting the erpertise of established Maltese craftse
men and the traindng of newcomers in the field,

Snin ta' Bidla

R @PR W% e ww S

These programmes covered the main social, political,
industrial, ecological and educational changes that have
taken place in our islands since the turm of the century,

The series sought to air some of the factors and situations
that contributed towards the principal socio=-political
developrients leading up to the attainment of republic status,

On gome occasions, the Authority drew the Contractor®s
attention to the need to observe accuracy and impartiality
in connection with this series,

fompozituri U HMuzicisti
Inported films aboul the 1life and works of famous
conposers and musgicians with statinn originsted soundtracks.

17 plavs varving from 40 to 7% ninutes were transnmitted
during this period, 4 mumber of short "seasons” of plavs by
one puthor featuring works by Maltese plavwrights and trang-

R
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lations of popular works by foreign authors,

Religious
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goclo religious and moral nrobleng with reference +to
thelr valldity and apnlication to Hodaviag wavy of 1ife,
Ceasonal programmes were also produced for the Christmas

b

and Zaster periods,

A major step forward in the adult educational field
wag tvhe introduction of two language teaching courszg =
Maltese and Aradbic, Lesscong in both courses were broadecast
once a week each with a repeat in the same week., Both series
were intended to continue on a regular basis up to end of
June, 1976,

The Maltese Language course was designed to introduce
beginners and illiterates to reading and writing., Elenments
of direct and indirect teaching together with strong doses
of cntertainment were blended in sufficient dosages as to
render the programme appealing enough and sustain interest,
Svery effort was made to create various ways of injecting
repetition of teaching points while providing ample
onportunity for interaction with the viewers, In spite of

the divergence of age groups catered for by the serles,
overall reaciion wos guite satisfactory. Style of presentation
and appearances by well Imown personalities in the entertain-
nent Zield contributed = great deal towards the success of

the nourse, S?Qkﬂﬂ and written Arabic was nmore acedenmic in

a2t the prospective situdents of the

= a

in direct tesching, programnes in

&

shorter in duretion than thelr Maltese
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£ guarter hour nrogramme series almed at the
aone gardener and fresh-water aguariun enthusiast, It
algc sought to encourage newcomers to these pastimes
providing infornation not easily accessible to then,
Both geries were acconmpanied by illustrated notes for
viewers nade available free on request,

Il=-Filn

L I

These programnes sought to foster a greater
interest in the cinema and to awaken & moral conscience
of the values of the cinena ags a means of entertainment
and an axrt forn,

Content of the programmes mainly consisted of feature
Zilnms shown on Television, These were briefly reviewed
with

&

discugsion in depth on a closely related topic,
J1inm

Es

e}

enrors and critics were regular contributors to
this progranre,

2
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Mogst public service campaigns were given conmprehensive
coverage on the nediun with the co=operation of "ad hoo?
committees, the Department of Information and the verious

2.7 -4 e 1 2 e [ - e wr < A oy ) f W N TR eg ST
Ministriesn, The firvegt guartey of 1975 saw the introduction
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of &2 serieg of 15 to 20 minute programmes {(continuing) on
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or 82 of the population {9 wemrs and over), This

represenicd an increase of 8 over the previous survev,

Local televigion plays topped the list of popular
programmes with a viewership of 158,000, Next in line were
"Tuesday Cinema" and "Streets of San Francisco" with a
viewership of 152,000 and 144,000 respectively.

]

he Religious programnme "Djalogu® accounted for the
lorgest increase in viewership - 143,000 people, as conmpared
to 98,000 in the previous survey - an increase of nearly

50%

The survey also revealed that a daily average of
236,000 watch the llews in Maltese at 7,45 p.m., and 73,000
people follow the late night full News Bulletin in English,

"£11 in the family" (128,000), "Anthology" (126,000)
and "Petrocelli” (108,000) in that order, were the next
moat popular nrogrammes on televisgion.

Toported Pr@grammeg

P s awa e

Topping the 1ist of imported programmes were a

-

performance of Cergel Prololilev's Romeo & Juliet by the
Zolghol Theatyre Bell

u)

et, the higtorical series "Shadow of

the Tower and "Colditz? Th

b}

bv the Zolghol Ballet wrecorded in Moscow on the cccasion of

2
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versary of th

spectacular ballet festured the talents of over 300 aritists
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» The hallet was s gpecial performance
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Ldveniure series accounted for 10,1% of the toal
treansmicsgion @mtput; Progyrammes varied from 50 Yo SO
ninutes in duration and covered legal, western, detective,
nedical and science fiction dramas in such series as
"Petrocelli”, "Cimarron Cirip", "Policewonman®, "Warship",
"Opace 1999", "Madigan”, "Search" and "Streets of San
Francisco" which had the highest viewer=ship from the list
of imported prograrmes, OSerious Drama was represented
anong others, by aCountry Matters” set of dramatised short
stories by Copland and Bates, a serialised television
version of "Torm Brown's Schooldays"” and warious single
plays,

£in average of 2 hours per week were devoted 1o
programmes of a docunentary nature, Subjects covered
historical events, classical nusic, sports, the preserwvation
of the environment and wildlife and technological development,

The nunber of prograrmmes in the varlety and shows
category increased Ly over 100 per cent over last year and
accounted for 5,.387% of the total transmission output. Series
included Dave Lllen at Large, Zuropean Interitainers, The
lloreconbe and Wige Zhows, Carol Durmneti Shows, Star Parade,
Hana Mouskouri Chows and Show Ze Cologne besides n large
number of single variely specials and halfl hour conedy
geries. Children's programming provided the usual combinstion

fl
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on Sundays hed commenced onm Marceh 16 with a one hour
programme slot., These were stopped on Julv & for the

summer nonths and resumed on Ceptenmber 28 with » 3L

wa o ol

hour programme which included the Sunday Matinee Filnm),

The- Sound Cervices

Cable Radio, previously ¥known as the Rediffusion

Sound Cervice continued to operate on a itwo=channel

networlz, In May 1975, Zandir Malta took over from the
Authority the direct operation of Radio Malta's three
wireless services, To these were added three exiternal
services using the powerful Ceutsche Welle transmitter
located at the south eastern part of the Island, This
developnent was made possible through the Government's

initiative and with its cooperation,

"Malta uailing”

oE - AR WM R sem WO

This Englieh languapge programme was launched on

A

Lugust 2, 2197% on a 2350=kw ghortwave transmiiter oeaned

to llorthern Surope, "aig half=hour transmission every
Saturday 19 reneated in German every Tuesday., Reception
reporto indicate that both programmes were being recelved

clearly in Finland, Hungary, fustria, Belgium, Dennari,

Tunanie, ﬁuamyazia§ Coanadsa . 7,8,4, The programme

kistoric and touristin Inforr
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local News bulletins, together with

PR I Y S

rical and tourdstic daforzation of the Maltese lalands,
are on the daily schedule, The powerful 600-KYW medium wave
transmitter of Peutsche Welle used reaches listeners in
Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Lgypt, Irag, Syria, Jordan,
Caudl Lrabia, Xuwait, The Caneroons, Turkey and Ethiopia,

Cable Radio, together with the three Radio Stations
put out a total of 82 broadcasting hours daily, Whilst
three of the stations have a distinctive output and
independent style, the Hational networks of Cable Radio
and Tladio Malta have very much in conmon,

Peligioug Programmes_

The output of religious programmes on Cable Radio
continued at its former level and maintained the overall
gatisfactory standardd achieved in previous vears,

£ regular weekly religlous programme was introduced

on Hadio Malta and this, in some measure, helped to neet
mblic denmand which had for some tine been complaining

YN e 9 e S
about the lack of on

programmes on this mediunm,
The outpul of religious programnes on all bHrogde
il

canting wedile iz guided by the Religious Broadcasting

i
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To develope their own powers of observation, indivicduality
ol empreession, and creatlive focultles, children were invited
Yo participate in programmes on literature, "Pinna

and "Fejn Hghix Jien” = a series on Maltese Towns and
7illages based on information submitted by the young
listener, Dramatised stories from the Bible also proved
very popular. /Lnother series worthy of nention waa "Nixtieq
Insir.isaa." giving children an gpportunity to pose guegtigno
to those directly involved im wvarious irades, crafts and
professions which youngsters hoped to follow, on growing up,
These ranged from hairdressing and farming to shipbuilding
and firefighting.

gagagigeg gng gocumentargeg
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These were allotted an appreciagble amount of airtine
in response to listeners' recuests for this kind of progranmme
naterial, The combined skills of producers, scriptwriters,
researchers and cormentators who dealt with the wvarious
subjecte carefully and in depth helped to make these
progranmes appealing to the audience,

The Mational networks of Cable Zadio and Radio
Mzlte offered o conprehensive service to their listeners
and specialised programnes dealt with the arts, consuner
affairs, history, folklore, science, thé enviromment,
notoring, gardening, health, nedicine, natural hisitory,

| EE:
econonics, cinema, literature

e

and culture.

Progranne
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onular and Light Mugic

£

Thg various itynes and Torms of light music have
becone the backbone of prograrme schedules and whilst
efforts were mnade to cover all aspects of popular nsuic,
proninence was also given to minority interests such as

Jozm, folk and brass hands

The wide and imnediate choice of light musical
programnes featured heavy roclk, soul, jazz, country and
western, folk, middlewoif~the road, easy listening and
oldies, conpiled and presented by a tean of disc~jockeys
who specialised in the diverse types of music, Xandir Malta
alno acsisted in the pronotion of major festivals including
the Melta Cong Festival, The International Song Festivael
for Peace and The Malta Follk Cong Contest which were
broadecast direct over both nedia,

Contacts made with several overseas companies
teady inflow of szingles and LP albums which kept
listeners sbreagt of the British, American, French, German
and Italian hit parndes, Operaties and nusical shows were
algo nroninently featured., Local record productions were
hoth nopular and plentiful. Those which attracted the nmost

nests were Malte

i e

trofditionel and modern

. h O R o s 2 e T
iy, recordings ol n nejor festivals
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and melodies by the Black Train, The
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Zota Cable madio and ladio Malta's MNational Progranue
Tored o comprenensive service for all listeners who
appreciate gerious nmusic of any kind, and whilst efforts
were made to cover a varietly of musical taste, pride of
place wos given to the nain classical repertoire, High
quality granzphone recordings available from various parts

-

e world were used together with excellent recordings

Q
el
et

nade available to Fandir Malta by other broadcasting
organisations, Studio recitals by visiting and local
artists were also broadecast,
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Thesge are essential elements in the programne
sciedule and of servine to the cormunity. The value of
this information service is enriched by the contribution of
ermerts covering various activities, The wvalidity of this
gzercioe can be assessed by the ever increasing number of
letters recuesting information on health, legal natters,
cerdening, cooking, care of pets, house decorating, antiques,

Tashiont
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nd matters relating to
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dresonazing,
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unit or glotted din dailv prograrmnes for the housewife,
cover nhilately, nsychelogy, literature and the arts,
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Litererv Programpeg

Programmes in assoclation with the Ghacda
Letterarja Maltija, Moviment Zawnien Letterarju and
Ghagda Xittieba qghazagn were naintained, Leeser
Imown authers of prege and verse were given an
opportunity to broadecast their works over Radio Malta
in a gpecially deviced series., Other progrannes
nronoted various formg of literature, the techniques
of writing and the teaching and studying of the Maltese
language, Teadings of novels in episodes and short
stories continued to be the mainstay in this sectox,

Sports

ES Y

Coverage reflected nost of the major sporting
interests, however a dispute with the Malta Football
ispociation curtailed commentary and reporis on local
cormpetitive foothall at the start of the 1975/76 season,
The Authority cannot but view with concern the effecte

ol thisc lenghtv dispute on that section of the audience

which normally lookz to the media for coverage of football
matches and wishes to encourage a solution to tle problem-

v - . A

v

fgreenent wos however reached with Clubs participating
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in the T,E.F,f, competitions, and a direct commeniary on
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Malta ve 2ulgeric Internationsl was broadcast in
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tebhle-tennis, bhadnminton
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roobional events dn which Malta waz

represen ted were given proninance ilncluding dirvect
comnentary from Algiers on the Mediterranean ganmes, the
International Basketball Tournament staged in Libya, the
Intexnational Tennis, Table-Tennis, Archery and Waterpolo
Tournanents, The Middle 3ea Race and the FISEC Ganes,
£1g0 worthy of mention was a twelve part geries on the
Mational Regatts broadcast over Radio Malta,

The death of popular sports conmentator and producer
Frank Canilleri occured during the year under review,

Radioplays denonstrated a noticeable increase
in the vitality of authors, actors and producers and
retained its proninence in the field of general entegrtaine
ment.

futhors continued to be melodranmatic in thelr
writing., There wag, however, a substantial incresse in

5

tiemes portraving the lighter gide of 1ife, In this respect

m

Lino frechls twelve~pari gserial ""ull Par Ghal Paru"” with

setting, wns widely followed and very well received,

oy George Buttigleg

nentions.
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iz serdals comprising 52 episodes
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tromonitted whilegt 42 featuren were nounted

These broodcasts provided a total of 865 acting
roles for 64 authors and nroducers,

On Radio Malta 52 plays were broadcast during
the year under review, creating a total of almost 600
acting parts,

~hing Us_Up"

Proceeds fron the annual Christnmas Fund Raising
regueet programme "Ring Us Up" were devoted to the
Comnunity Chest Fund and roised a record sum of £M4,258,
International Hetwork Cabig Ladig

m
e

e most scignificant advance during the year under

11:34

review was the pronounced increase in locally presented
prograrmes which rose by 19% on the previous year's output

znd now ctandc ot 617,
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rogranmes.
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n English from the following forelgn stations: Hadio Freance,

i
the CBC, Deuteche elle, Radio fustralia, The Voice of Xenya,
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Tadio Turkey, Belginn Radic, Fadio Mederland, Radio Canarda,
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Broadeagt series designed to help students
ﬁ%&ﬁ?iﬁ? set teirts for school certificate examinations
"Greal Zxpeciations” by Charles Dickens and "Books
in Focus", whilst the 52 lesson French language course
"French at Home' which canme to an end in Decenber was
followed by a series ti{led "Spoken Italiaxm by Radio®
intended for thoco who wanted to further their knowledge
of the Itslion language,

gogio Maltals Secondmﬂtation

This stotion continued to provide a twelve hour
daily nusic service to FM listeners, The daily schedules
featured pop, light, classical and operatic music,

Five hours of programnes were broadcast in the
Itolian language daily, however on some occasions, to
nmeet the advertisers' denands, Italian transmissions are

ztended to eight hours, Progranmes are varied and inciude

literature ond historical information on the Maltese Islands,
Zequest programmes attract a aumerous and appreciative
audience Iron the Couthern »oris of Ttaly,

The station is acugnented by programnes from Radioe
Malta's Se

co
U T M?L an
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ond gtation before and after transnissionz in

the twelve nonths
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Hews and Current Lifairs

Hews and current affailrs are sensitive areas of
»rogramming and those engaged in providing thisz ssrvice
have delicate and respongible duties to perfornm.
Journalists in broadcasting, unlike their colleagues
in the printed presc are nore liable to being criticized
and thelr work more subject to scrutiny due to the nature
of the nediunm involved = because they are working for a
nonopoly, using public funds and enjoying a privileged
position., Beccuse of this, the Broadcasting Ordinance
inposes on then the obligation to maintain strict
inpartiality. In their case, disinterested jouraalisn
is 2 basic reguirement,

Political news coverage has on several occasions
been the subject of discussion in the past vear. The
criteria which determine news value are difficult o
define and in the absence of any tangible rules on this
matter the only guilding factor which emerges above any
others is the determination to report accurately and
honectly about the mogst significant and interesting new

-

information available at the time 2 news bulletin is
broadeagt, Mo cet rules could incorporate every possible
contingency and there has to be substantial reliance on

the Jjudgement, experience and sgensitivity of the news

editors whilst accepiting *I no one’s judgement is

-
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The Authority aceepted the valldity of sone conplaints

and rejected others, Vhilst recognising the complexity

of the probdlen and the linmitations remarked on earlier in
this section, the Authority is attempting to formulate
guidelines to serve as a basis for political news reporting.

During the year there was an increase of 60% in
transnission time of news and current affairs,

The increase was in conseguence of nmore fTreguent
news bulletins and additional programmes on Cable Radio,
Radio Malta and Telewvision,

By March 31, 1976, the progranmme output increased
to over 6% houwrs ner day, nade up as follows i
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On the Hationnl MetworXk of Cable Radio, the increase,

Direct Parliamentary reports from the Palace;

"Harsa Lejn”, a daily half-hour programme, replacing
"Panorana Maltija", a 15-minute programme; and
"Radjn Ritratt", a 15-ninute programme, including
biographical information about Intermational
nersonalities in the news,

On the International Newiwnrk of Cable Radio, the
increase in current affairs consisted of the fortnightly
discussion programme under the name of "It-Tokk",

On the National Wetwork of Radio Malta, the output of
news and current affairs progranmes renained more or less
the same, apart from the inclusion of the daily slot
“Eﬁraa Lejn",

The Nlews Divielon alao provides news bulletins for the

external services in Ifalian, English, German and Aradbic.

Il 3y PoaT T wmamare TanaT T e b 3 Bl ‘V =
Cn television the full news bulletins, in Maltese and

in Tnglish were increaged by around 40% in duration and

content, £Lxn improvement was ales noted In the visual elsment
and eormentoaries given as background to loeal and internationazl
nevd,
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Puring the year, "ad hoc" or occasional programes,
a9 well as others, serving as curtain-railsers to special
events were produced, In this category there were special
programmes to nark Hepublic Dayy The Christian-Islanic
Conference in Tripoli; World Health Day; Wages Parity;
an exclusive interview granted to "Xandir Malta" by Herr
Willy Brandt, Chairman of the West German Socialist
Denocratic Party; o serdes of 6 short documentaries during
Lroed Forcec Week, and Telecomnmunications Day,

Yith the co=opcration of foreign broadcasting
stations and news agencies, visual coverage was extended
to official visits abroad made by the President of the
Zepublic and the Prime Minister.

The wvisits covered included: Sir Anthony Mamo's
to Italy between May 15-16, 197%; the Prine

r's visit to West Geroany %@iweem June 29 and July 2,
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ant. thae Yrime Minister's wvisit to Greece beiween Lpril

given only

In some instances, televizion coverage was g
a natter of hours after the event t
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Sound and Television broadeazsts ag approved by the
sechool Broadeasting Advisory Comnittee were transmitied

= I
an follows:
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Tears L= Maltese = 0 broadcagis

Year 3 Maltese - 9 "
English - 17 "

Veor L English = 10 "
Science - 10 it
Social Studies o 8 n

=
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BEnglish - 12 "
Social Studies - b "
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Primary Gehoolsn

Judging Ly comments and assessments sent regularly
by teacherg on specialily prepared cards, sound and
television broadcasts for Primary Schoolg were well

received,

£ series worthy of mention is "Infittxu u Nitghallou”
for VYear 5., 485 the title suggests the serles was intended
to encourage 9 vear olds to carry out research om a given
topic, The topics assigned were: "Argotti" {Floriana Girls)
and "The Mall" (Floriana Bsys), "San Anton Gardens" {Attard
Mixed) and the "Malta Railway" (Lija/Falzan Boys), "Cuarrying"”
(Hexxar Bows) and "Malta Trade Fair" (Naxxar Girls), "Yacht
Marina" {Msida Boys) and "History of Msida" {Msida Girls),
"Yewkija Rotunda® (Zewkija Mixed) and "Ta’ Pinu” {Ghard
Mixed), "Buslkett"” (Rabat Boye) and "Weaving & Poitery”
(iabat Girls).

It ig hoped that by listening to these broadcasts
pupils would bte encouraged to try and find out for thenselves
about interegting places in thelr home town or villagse.

[&]
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Inother series which waep extrenely well recelved wag

the "Maltese “uiz for Year ©", These broadcasts have been
deviced to fogster the correct use of spoken Malitese,
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Sound brosdcasts for Secondary Schools were again
linited to Heligion, However 10 neet a recurring request
it was decided to repeat the Tuesday bdbroadcast on the
Thursday following.

In television, mew ground was broken with the
production ¢f a series for Forms I1I. The 16 progrommes were
designed to gtimulate those students who had lost all interest
in schooling,

Come of the topics tackled were: Ekin Care, Food, [ilnmg,
Vandalisn and Violence, Boy=Girl Relationships, Helping at
Home, MNature Conservation, Cnoking, Law and Order,

Tavourable comments have been received mnoi only fron

teachers but alsgo fronm a nunber of students who suggested

e Ty o] T Rt i b agr
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ghoul? be produced for Forms IV,
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}:x.
*2

the Broadeagd

s2mIy T gl
luahlie zdvioe on zcloecl

TIRMoers el “"@33.1_11”' Ly 2ng

U i UAM- »T;— IR 81




wt
o
@

Lae cooperation and continued support of the
Sehools Rroadeasting fdvisory Committes, the subiect

3

-t
areas submcomnittees, teachers and headteachers is
gratefully acknowledged,

Technical Developnents

£ welcone expansion in technical facilities and
studio space has taken place cduring 1975/76., Office
space wags converted, in record tinme, to two new studios
to suppleuert the only studio previously available at
television house,
fith the agsistance and cooperation of the Government
of Malta, various FZuropean couniries were asked to help
by providing television egquipment at nominal prices,
Puring the period in review some £MA400,000 worth of
television eguipment was obtained under the schene, The
original three-canera set-un in the nain studio was

.4

replaced by & npodern narcori svsten of the solid-state
type with sound and visgion nixing facilities hitherto
uninown in these Islando. OStudieo £ wao eguipped with

& monochrone thrce=-camera cveten nmade by Fernseh of
Germany obieined by the Government of Malta at a nominal
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telecine chaing previously available,
fn additional RCA-TREZZ vwidso tape recorder was

also installed, This nodel incorporates time-element

compensation, pixlock and servo=-control guide systen

and 1is therefore superior to the two video tape recorders

on statlion, in that it gives a fully=-synchronous output

allowing lap=dissolves and other normal vision mixing

functiong, |

The filn processing equipnment was extremely amateurish
and unreliable, To renedy the situation, a fully
profesaional film processing nmachine with a capacity of
4,200 £t, per hour was procured, Apart from the vastly
increased fiin processing capacity, the new equipmeﬁt is
fully controlled and autonated, In other words, it will
provide far greater gquality control resulting in nore
consistent transmicsion characteristics,
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BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

(CONSTITUTED UNDER ORDINANCE XX OF 19671)

BALANCE SHEET AT 31st MARCH, 1976

NOTE
FIXED ASSETS 1

CURRENT ASSETS
Amount receivable re airtime sales
Sundry Debtors and Prepayments
Cash and Bank Balances (Appendix 3)

Lesss
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Sundry Creditors and Accruals

Financed bys

Grants of Technical Equipment Received
from Foreign Organisations

Gowvernment Contributions from Virelss
Licence Feesi-

Amouat applied for capital purposes
to date

Frovision for loss or damage to Ffilms
on hire

Lessz

Debit Ealance on Income and Expenditure

Account (Page 3)

L3 £ PN R FUR—- . mmd 2D wy % g i
LAg DOLeE on pacges <« apd S form an antegra. part

£M

403
2,888
46,324

49,615

16,012

Q0L Thege

£M
14,830

33,603

48,433

et

32,597

1,463

12

57,020

aoccounts.

18,991

9,314
6 3478
(1,092)

14,700

31,022

1,463

49,445




REPORT O THE AUDITORS TO THE MEMPERS OF THE BCARD CF
THE BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

We have examined the annexed Balance Sheet and Income and
Expenditure Account which are in agreement with the books and records
kept by the Authority and have obtained all the information and
explanations which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary
for the purposes of our audit. Proper books of account have been

kept, so far as appears from our examination thereof.

In our opinion and according to the information and
explanations given to us, the saild Balance Sheet and Income and
Expenditure Account, read in conjunction with the notes thereon,
bPresent respectively a true and fair view of the state of affairs
of the Authority at 31st HMarch, 1976 and of the surplus for the wyear
ended on that date.

{signed)

Diamantino, Manfre?! & Co
Certified Public Accountants

falletta Bulldings
Scuth Street
Talletta

Gth July, 1875



SROADCASTING AUTHORITY
INCOME AVD EXPENDITURE ACCOQUNT
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1976

1975
NCTES £M £M
INCOME
Government contributions from Licence Fees 100,000 100,000
Licence Fees from Contractors 751 751
Ground Rents 51 51
Bank Interest 204 183
Deficit on School ilagazine (52) (217)
101,654 1 100,768
Deduct: f
EXPENDITURE
Prescribed Pragramnes
Incurred on Sound Broadcasts 2 7,183 15,811
Incurred on Television Broadcasts 3 10,982 13,032
Administration and Other Expenses
General Administration (Appendix 1) 32,267 19,948
Radio Malta Operation (Appendix 2) 11,463 49,501
Tokyo Song Festival 124 123
Commonwezalth B'Casting Conference - Bog
62,019 99,313
EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE FCR THE YEAR 39,635 1,455

2

Deduct:

Cest of Fixed Assets acquired during the vesr 1,575 2,462
Skhortfall in respect of prescribed programmes 16,835 -
Less: Profit rezliced on sale of Motor Vehicle [384) -

Pomrramn s
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SROADCASTIVG AUTHORITY
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1976

Depreciation
Rate
Fixed Assets Per annum Cost Depreciation Yet 1975
£M £M £M £M
Preehold Land Nil 655 - 655 655
Office Equipment,

Furniture and Fittings  20-10% 7:517 54453 2,064 2,059
Technical Equipment 25% 10,241 10,222 19 24
Studio Equipment 20% 8,119 8,030 89 1,665
Motor Vehicle 20% 1,624 325 1,299 1
Radio Malta - Furniture

and Fittings 25-20-10% 1,438 208 530 816
Radio Malta - Studio

and Technical

Equipment 334-20~10% 19,963 9,789 10,174 | 13,771

49,557 34,727 14,830 18,991
(1975) 47,982 28,991

===z s=mmsas=

Depreciation is charged on a straight line basis at the rates shown.

Expenditure on Sound Breoadcasts is regulated by Clause 12 of an Agreement
cdated 28th September, 1961, which stipulates an expenditure of £M10,000
Per aanum on programnres prescribed by the Authoritv. The anount

incurred during the vear was as follows:-

1975
- 1 0
£ £ £M
8 grieg znd Vaeoses o0 n oRA
waLglries gnd ages LrgliD Y ieav]
R g 2 o y ~
Scrintwriters”’ 157 £5%
At ame A Qe 2 o F
Lirtime and Studic 308 818
TV o g T ;
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School Broadoasti R 105
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Legs: Allocated fto Television 19
-
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EROADCASTING AUTHCORITY
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1976

(continued)

3. Expenditure on Television Broadcasts is regulated by Clause 12
of an agreement dated 28th September, 19617, which stipulates an
expenditure of £M25,000 per annum on programies prescribed by the

Authority. The amount incurred during the year was as followgse

£M £M £M
Hire of Television Films 114 -
Airtime and Studio Charges 4,005 5,217
Educational Television 199 1,691
Script Contributors' Fees 48 35
Sundry Expenses 58 49
Eurovision Song Conteat 357 464
Depreciations
Technical Equipment (Note 2) 19 440
Studio Furniture and Equipment 414 £33 14576
Proportion of Overhead Expenses
(14.3%) {(Appendix 1) 5,768 3,560
10,982 13,032
Liability for amount pavable *tovards
the improvement cf programnes. 4,078 -
- 13,032
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Appendix 1.
BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
YEAR EIMDED 31st MARCH, 1976
975
£M £M £M
Audit Fee 400 310
Depreciation:

Furniture and Fittings 10% 266 246
Office Equipment 20% 243 144

Motor Vehicle 20% 325 834 -
Duty Visits Abroad 2,349 286
Entertainment and Hospitality 53s5 292
Honoraria to Board Members 1,429 1,421
Professional Fees and Expenses 674 250
Maintenance and Repairs 265 609
Membership Fees - International Organisations 3,734 1,792
Messengers? and Drivers?! Uniforms 102 43
National Insurance Contributions 733 312
Postages, Telegrams and Telephones 1,419 722
Rent of Offices and Studios 870 690
Rentals "ired Sound and Television Sets 179 315
Stationery 620 444
Staff Superannuation Scheme 2,374 1,655
Subscripticns to Newspapers, etc. 192 69
Sundry Expenses 322 265
Transport 1,200 1,230
Wages and falaries 21,463 13,195
Vater and Zlechtricity 340 255
Religious Broadcastiang Dxpeases aoo 377
ZQQEEQ 24g92;

Deduct




Notes

EROADCASTING AUTHORTITY

RADIO MALTA -~ OFERATION

YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1976

Radio Malta ceased on the following dates:

Music Programme

News Division -
National Programme -

International Programme

18th May, 1975
21st May, 1975
26th May, 1975
3rd June, 1975

£M £M
INCOME
Advertising Revenue (See Note) 4,803
Less:
Commissions 713
Talent Fees 49 762
Deduct:
OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES
Audit Fee 110
Contributors! [ees 4,518
Duty visits abroad 596
Depreciation:
Furaitvre and Fittings 86
Technical and Studio Equipment g4
Entertainment and Hospitality 77
Fuel for Electricity Generation 477
Legal Fees and Expenses 75
Haintenance and Repairs 129

Membership Tees - International Crganisations
Newspapers and Publications

Mew S+tudics - Adontaticon

Postages, Telegrams and Telephones

Bt 4 ed by Tagda
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Purchase of Records
Rent ©f Cffices and 3Studios
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Appendix 2,

The Authority's responsibility for the operation of
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Appendix 3,
BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES IN THE CASH POSITION

YEAR EMDED 31st MARCH, 1975

1272
EM £ £M £M
Funds became available during the
vear as follows:
From:
100,000 Goverament Contributions 100,000
Sundry Income (Licence Fees,
768 Bank Interest, etc.) 1,654
31,159 Advertising Revenue from Radio Malta 4,803
131,927 106,457
ez These were applied to meet:
Administrative and other Expenditure =
General (including prescribed
49,812 programmes ) 50,556
80,650 Radio Malta 16,268
130,472 66,822
Leaving a Surplus on
1,455 Income and Expenditure Account (Page 3) of 39,635
The Surplus was reduced bysi-
Purchases of Fixed Assets (less amount
2,462 received on sale of vehicle) 1,933
Provisions for amounts payable in respect
- of prescribed programmes 16,835
2,462 18,768
1,007 20,867
And Increased bys ‘
(10,555) Decrease in Debtors 12,507
4,458 Increase in Creditors 7,173
6,668 Retained Depreciation 5,478
Pricr vearls adiustment in
- respect of Film hire as7?
a7 26,549
Legving & Cosh 5 for the vegr
(536) {1975 - Deficiency),zmoumting o
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Appendix 3a.

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES IN NET WORKING CAPITAL POSITION
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1976

1975
£11 £M £M

Cash Surplus (1975 - Deficiency) for

the year (Appendix 3) 47,416 (536)

Deduct:

Decrease (1975 - Increase) in Debtors 12,501 10,655
Increase in Creditors 7,173 19,674 (4,458)
Increase in Net orking Capital for the year £M27,742 £M5,661






