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DRCADCASTING AUTHORITY

LYNUAL REPORT 1977%/74

On the 31st March 1974 the members of the
Authority, appointed in terms of Section i21(2)
of the Malta Constitution were:

In Lpril 1974,
rrof, C,
Manche and Mr N,

as follows

C, Tabone,

The present members of the Authority wish to

Dr, V, Falzon {(Chairman)
Mr G, Borg

Dr, ¢, Fenech LL,D,

Hot, Ph. Saliba

Mr E,C, Tabone

Coleiro (Chairman), Dr. A,

Bebono, Mr Gontran Borg and Mr E,

take this opportunity to thank their immediate
predecessors on the Board for the interest they
showed in the activities of the futhority.

Between fugust 1977 and July 1974, the
Authority met for thirty-one sessions,

In its Lnnual Report for 1971/72, the
£futhority get out ites new policies and ocutlined

those principles which would guide it in the

future,
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in Malta in 1961, and with certain provisions

in the fgreemento signed between its Contractors
and the Colonial Administration, Principally it
disagrees with those provisions which bind the
futhority to support its Contractors financially
out of puklic funds,

The fnnual Report for 1973/74 sets out the
work undertaken by the Authority and its executives
during the year under review. It demonstrates
obvious obstacles in achieving serious progress
in the broadcasting area and the difficulties
vhich the Zuthority continues to face principally
because of a broadcasting system which, in 1974,
can only be regarded as anachronistic and
unworkable,

This report further demonstrates the
futhority's policy initiated in 1971 by which
additional “roadcasting services are created in
the Maltese Islandg in the public interest. The
new radio gervice set up by the Authority may be
regarded as the only broadcasting area in which

gignificant progrece has been achieved during the
vear under review,
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in the origination and production of Sound and
‘Television programmes it can only exercise these

controls after the programmes have been broadcast,

Fhis gystem of control which has operated in
Malta since 1561 is as inadequate as it is
ineffective. Coupled with the knowledge that the
agreements, held by its Contractors and inherited
by the Authority without having beenr party to them,
provide for a complicated and frustrating setup of
redress if ever the Authority attempted to bring its
Contractors to book, the present system of control

embraces all the ingredients of unworkability,

It is also the Authority's experience that
its Contractors take it upon themselves to interpret
the futhority's role in the day-to=day events which
have to do with the output of the Rediffusion Group
of Companies, This notwithstanding, the Authority
has kept up ite vigilance over the Sound and

-

Television -Companies, The Authority's monitoring
staff report daily to their Ixecutives who constantly
comment to the programme companies on those matters
which, in the opinion of the Authority, ghould be

4

dezlt with in the interest of the listening and
viewing public,

N

the year under review, the Authoriiy mpertisiity




Ordinance. The futhority has found it necessary
to make public comment when it considered that
more attention to the provisions of the Broad-
casting Ordinance could have ensured that imparte
iality in mews reporting for which the Authority
has constantly striven,

Furthermore, it is the view of the Authority
that, during the year under review, programme
standards have deteriorated and that the Authority's
own past efforts to improve programme output have
not been maintained by its Contractors, The
standard of imported programmes has been lower
than in past years, and it seemed to the Authority
that the Malta Television Service had developed
into a contracting operation,

This view was further confirmed in July this
vear when the Malta Television Service reduced
their broadcasting hours by twenty-five minuteg
daily. Cuch reductions had been described by the
futhority dn its Lfnnual Report for 1071=-72 asg

"unjustified and unacceptable”,

Uith regard to the reduction of broadcasting
houre the Juthority wishes teo make public its owm

ViEWS,
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In the past two vears the Authority has Financisal
congidered requests from The Malta Television Assistance

Cervice for a reduction of television hours
¢uring the summer months, On both occasions,
after careful congideration of the issues
involved, the suthority turned down these
reguests, The reasons held by the Authority have
been that, during past years, the Authority has
supported any increascd over the minimum hours of
broadecasting by payments to its Contractors, which
hsd escalated to a point where the Authority was
spending nore on television programming than for
iteelf as an organization, [z stated in previous
fnmual Reports, direct payments to its Contractors
had almost reached a quarter of a million pounds,
With indircct paynents -spent on the production of
tolevigsion progremmes, the cwount had aloost
raached =alf o pilliom pounds over o period of
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The [uthority Las also not been found lacking Equipment

in agsisting ite Contractorc with the provision

cf eguipment, In 2871 the futhority purchased a

video tape recording machine and placed 1t at

the digposel of the Malte Television Service for

efucational programmes, The Luthority further

agreed to share the cocct of opare parts reguired

initially for the 7T machine and sccepted charges

its Conitractors aenever ithe machine was reouired
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In May this year, after years of financial
contribution and commitment to the Malta Tele-
vigion Service, the /futhority was informed by
its Contractors that Television hours would be
reduced irrespective of the Authority's stand
on the issue, In view of the Authority’s past
declarations on this subject, and irrespective
of other considerations which do rnot come within
the Lfuthority's jurisdiction, the Authority
regards the reductior of broadcasting hours as

o

n act of definance by its Contractors, reliant
as they are on agreerments which were only meant
to safeguard the position of the Rediffusion
Group of Companies in Malta and the interests of
those who wanted to ensure this state of affairs
Tor at least twenty-five years,

The agreement with the Malta Television
Cervice, provides for a minimum broadcasting
time of 3 Lours per doy and a total of 28 hours
per week, The mawimum number of broadcasting
houre was never established in the agreements
wag provided to the Authority
rinirmus hours of 1961 will
throughout the entire duration
decreased 2%t will by its commercial
nctwithstanding, the futhority
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Particularly in view of recent events, the
Luthority believes that the Malta Television
Cervice continue to give the people of these
Iglands the least possible in terms of programming
and prograrmme time, and are unwilling to create
any progress at all in the broadcasting field,

It is now obvious that unless any increases over
the ninimum hours establighed in 1961 are accom-
panied by the provision of public funds, the
lMaltese viewer nay only look forward to a
gradual reduction to the minimums stipulated in
the agreenent,

Thig crude commercial approach to such a
vital nediun of public influence canmnot but
receive the Luthority's disapproval, and throws a
new 1ight on the Luthority's Contractors., Until

e present state of affairs ig permitted, the
rutiiority will continue to apply pressures for
an adccuate fare from thoge who have been given

P

the exclusive right to broadcast to these Islands,



RADIO MALTA

Tn its Znnual Report for 1972/73 the
futhority heralded the setting up of Radio
Malte as cne of the outstanding events in
local broadcasting that year. Since then,
Radio Malta has expanded rapidly and is now
solidly entrenched in the day-to-day life of
the pecople of these Islands,

Fadio Malta commenced brcadcasting on Four Hour
January 8th, 1973 naking use of the Deutsche Service

Telle transmitter at Nigret., The initial four-hour
service, which included nusic, news and some
other programmes, resulted from a series of
digscussions between Governnment and the
Authority, These discussions were followed by
an agreenent reached in Tripoli between the
futhority and the Libyan Broadcasting Cervice,
2v thisagreenent the Libyvan Broadcasting CService
provided the futhority with transmitting

egquirment,
"Then the futhority was invited by Cuadrinartite
Government to participate in the “uadriparitilite Talks

Tallty “etween Libva, Italy, Tunigic and Halta,
the Chief Txzecutive, who represented the
futhority at these nmeetings exposed tae problens
facing Radioc Malta et the time and reguested

sd mk o s Papeoa dTas kT
SLpTENRCce ITYOR WRAL W wda

o+

Wi



speed up the domation of transmitting équipm
ment while Italy accepted to provide an
antenna for Hadio Malta,

The transmitter from Libya arrived in
Hovember 197% and within six weeks Radio
Malte transmissions were expanded from four
hourg daily to twelve, On fpril ist, 1974

the service was further expanded to seventeen

hourg of locally originated progranmmes daily,

Before this expansion could take place
the /futhority reqguested Govermment for
pernission to use the former diplomatic
wireless station at Delimara for its own

transmissions, This request was accepted,

Fadio Malta's second station came into
being after initlal transmission difficultiecs
tetween the Statien at 3lata 1-3Bajda and the

HMedium Yeve transmitter ot Delimars,

“Taen the first expansion of fadio Malte

tTronsmissions wos envisaged, it wozo felt
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linked the studios to the transmitting
station was not nf the highest,

The ‘futhority was advised to acquire a small
VEF trasnmitter to replace the physical link,
3y the time this transmitter arrived, the
quality of the lines between Blata 1-Bajda
and Delimara had been improved to such an
extent that no further amelioration could be
expected by replacing these lines by a VEF
transmitter, It was then decided to use the
VHF tramsmitter for the provision of a second
service -~ one with wusic and news - which would
serve that part of the Island which could be
reached by this transmitter,

“he /futhority is aware that Radio Malta
Two is not obtainable in all parts of Malta and
Gozo, It is hoped that 2 second tramsmitier
can be purchased in the neer future to bring
“edio Malta Two to those areas which are not
being serviced at present.,

The Juthority would liike to take this

members of




id.

The futZority recognises that each menmber
of its staff who, in his own sphere has been
productive during the year under review merits
its appreciation,

The futhority, furthermore, wishes to
single out its Chief Executive for special
recognition, The futhority acknowledges that
in setting up two Hadio Malta services for
listeners in these Islands with mininun
financial and technical resources, and by
creating maximum flexibility among his staff,
the Chief Executive acted beyond his call of
duty,

The futhority takes this opportunity to
pay a deserved tribute to the enthusiasm and
efficiency with which the Chief Executive
tackled the multitude of problems which had
to be overcone so that Radic Malta could reach
gr stendards which listeners in Malta

b

i
end Cozo rightlv expect.




THE NEWE SERVICE

0f 211 the programme services provided
by Radic Malta, the Authority feels that its
local and foreign news service stand out and
deserve special comment, The Hadio Malta local
news coverage has set an example for fairness
and impartiality. In spite of unfounded
criticism from a section of the local press,
the News Zivision maintained that degree of
fairnese and impartiality which characterised
the /uthority's news service from its very
beginnings, “Tith the introduction of foreign
news bulletins, the Hadio Malta News output
developed into a complete service and
immediately took root in the listenership
habits of the majority of Maltese listeners.
The coverage that HRadio Malta provides is as

detailed ag it is extensive,

£lso werthy of special note is the new
sveten of parliarmentary coverage introduced by
fadio Malta, This system provides for live
broadcasting by Hadio Malta's parliamentary
Zeporters directlv from the Palace in Valletta.
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The following are statistical details Ciatistics

of Eadio Malta's news services:

The two daily fifteen minute bulletins
of local news which initiated the Zadio Malta
Service in January, 1973 were increased to
three on /lpril 1, 1974, Three foreign
bulletins daily were introduced on /Lpril 8,
In addition the news section now produces
three dcily headline services of local and
foreign news.,

Lpart from the regular bulletins,
foreign news is also broadcast during the
early morning programme "MEREBA" and read out
in the programme, The programme also includes
& local news roundup.

The Radio Malta News Service retains five
full=time and two part-time journalists, The
Ctation also has permanent correspondents o
the House of Hepresentntives, the Law Couris

and the Civil Zirport,

When Hdaddio Molta Two was introduced on

Moy 1, 1974 1t included 2 new systen of news .

nresentntion, nonoddo Malto Two newsn
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The News IZcon staff also produce two Current
weelkly half=hour currert affairs programmes riffairs

which follow-up the events during the week,

"Mill~fhbarijiet Tal-Gimgha” - is droad-
cact on BSundays and containsg recordings deal-
ing with major events taking place in Malta
and Gozo, 29 editions of this progranme were
troadcast between January 13th and July 1st,
1974,

"Lill Hinn Mix-Xefaq"-~ is a current
Efairs programme also broadcast on Sundays,

r«BS‘J

'he programme gives the background to major
items of foreign news,

Suggestions have often been received for Maintainin

on increase in the number of current affairs interest

progranmes on Hadio Malta, From past experience
it i felt that the daily dintroduction of
current affairs pregrammes in & small island

such as Malta often brings about the inclusgion
of interviewe which would not normally be
introduced in a national current affeirs service,

-

On certain 'lecn deys' programne producers nay bHe
tempted to include interviews of limited interecs

to 'bring up the fifteen nminutes’,

The policy that has been adopt
-+
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interview or commentary form in "Merhba®,

o
i

Items of national importance are usually
included in the Sunday programne "Mill-

bthbarjiet tal=Gingha", Selection of the
interviews to be included in Ladio Malta

is rigorous,

Daily News Schedule

0600 to 0800 = Foreign news items in Merhba

0630 = Malia News Surmary of the last 24 hours,

0730 = Malta Hews Sumnmary

0825 = World llews Headlines
1000 - World MNews Headlines
1200 = Malta News Bulletin

(followed@ by re-broadcast of parliamentary
report of the previous night's sitting omn

Tuesday, Wednesdays and Thursdays,)

1245 = Vorld HMews Bulletin

(Mondays9 Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays)

1240 = World News Bulletins
(Tuesdavs, Wednesdaoys and Thursdavs)
1645 = Malta and World News Headlines
1800 - Malta MNewsg Bulletin
1815 = World MNews Bulletin
2100 = Locel llews HZeadlines

= s -+ - 1
= egond Cirect LFo:
ond

dayvs, Tuesdeays, Vednesdays,

ct Adirect bromdesst Ffrom Perliament
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Radio Malta One is a complete service
- one that satisfies the variocus listening
reguirements of the Maltese public, Prog-
rapmes include o vast, daily coverage of
Maltese and international gport,
for women, for children, rnusic to suit all
tastes including pop, light and classical
records, weekly drama, request programmes,
agricultural programmes, variety and comedy,
talks and digcussions and the daily morning
programme "Merhba',

With the initroduction of the new schedule
on .pril 1st, 1974 - the schedule that nade
Radio Malta 1 fully operational - the statiom's
programnmes became evenly balanced, In fact,
50% of Zadio lialta's output in the new schedule
is 'gerious and informative', The other half
ig made up c¢f prograomres in a lighter wvein, The
introduction of gsuch a high element of serious
and informative programmes is regarded as a
serious contribution towards the further
educetion and enlightenment of Maltese

listeners.

Zuring the vear under review, Radiloc

16,
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(plantation of fruit trees), the Campaign to
save water, etc, Radio Malta's daily prog-
ramne of Governnment Notices also provides
the general public with regular information
from various government departments,

£fllegations have appeared in the local
press from time to time that Radio Malta
programmes do not include Religiomn. The
futhority has preferred to keep out of the
controversies which certain gquarters wished
to lead it into., The one commendable fact
about a great number of the many prograrmec
or Ladio Malta is that they include a
religious element = advice and moral teaching
given regularly by speclkers who take part in
these progranmes, /£ morning praver iz broade
cast daily, Hadio Malta does not encourage
the exploitation of religious sentinent
againgt pavrent, It does everyihing else

that encourages nman to live a better 1ife,
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The outstanding programme produced by Outstanding
Zadio Malta and broadcast during the year Programnme

under review hagc teen 'Cantasud 19747,
“iscuesions between the Authority's Chief
Jzecutive and the Mirister of Agriculture,
Industry, Comnerce and Tourism the Eon, Mr
Paul Xuereb took place three nmonths before
Cantasud eventually arrived on the Island,
The festival which annually tours Southern
taly also has a wide following from the
Italian national anc regional press, It
was agreed that the publicity element which
Malta could cbtain in the Italian press
nerited the Minigtry's financial assistance
t0 Radio Malta so that the festival could
we brought over to Malta,

Discussiong were continued with the
Cheirnan of the Valte Government Tourist
Zoard Mr J, Pollacco who readily offered the
Tourist Zoard's cooperation.

i
d

9

antasud arrived in Malta on July 2,
1874, The principal artistes were £1 3ano,
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Cartasud Malta was acclained as an cut-
standing cuccess, [For the Malta Presentation
radio lalta was awarded the Cantasud Gold Medal
ohtaining 54 votes out of 71 for the best
organigation out of 21 localities which Cantasud

vigited this year.



PARTY POLITICAL BAOADCASTS

Broadcasting on political issues continued
to develop on the pattern established during

recent years, In accordance with its obligations

under the Broadcasting Ordinance, the Authority

provides broadcasting time to the political parties

represented in Parliament after consultation with
Party representatives, Consultations this year
were inconclusive and did not remult in agreenent
between the parties., The Authority decided to
retain the previous year's schene,

Thege arrangenents cane into effect in
Hovember 1673 and consisted of Press Conferences
and Political Conferences, Debates, "Xonfront®
and political talks, These progranmes were
relayed on television only,

The Tollowing arrangenents were nade Ior

1973~7k4 =

Malte Labour Party

7 Pgliticel Conferences of 60 minutes each
2 Press Conferences of 60 minutes each
5 of 1%

1,




In addition, both the Malta Labour Party
and the llatinnalist Party were allocated part-
icipation in six discussion programnes, two of
wiich were political debatec and four "Xonfront”,

Subjects and speakers are chosen by the
parties,

The Authority retained the established
nethod of allocating airtime according to the
strength of the parties' representation in
Parliément. During the course of the year,
parlianentary representation was re=distributed
in favour of Governnent and the Malta Labour
Party made representations to the futhority to
alter the allocation of airtime accordingly.
After comsidering all the aspects involved, the
futhority decided that the current scheme could
not be revised at that stage but decided to
reconsider the matter when fresh arrangements are
nade for Party Political Broadcasts 1974-75,

cooperate in razgin- the level of these broad-
casts which are considered ac a2 princinal source
tion to the public., 4 livelw
gncouraged but the Luthority
n

broadoastl

2 stentsards are

.

ined, In this Dﬁ%ﬁ&Esz the



futhority wishes to acknowledge the valuable
services rendered by the persons who presided
over political discussion programmes on tele-
vision and to thank them for their efforts
which contributed towards the success of this
series,

282,
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MINICTEEHIAZL BROLZDCASTS

The futhority's regulations also provide
for a series of Ministerial Broadcasts, DIach
year the ifuthority allows 210 minutes for these
broadcasts which are used to explain approved
legislation on administrative policies,

Daring the year under review, Governnent
made full use of these facilities and 11
Minigterial Broadcasts were held. These were
transmitted on television and the Rediffusion
sound Jervice, The Prine Minister's broadcast
which dealt with the energyv crisis was also
carriec on Radio Malta,

The futhoritiy considered and approved
a request by Government to use visual aids in
connection with Ministerial Broadcasts, This

facility became availablie to the Ownpooition in
374

casec were the right-of-~reply is granted,

The fecllowing Ministerial Brosdcasts were

3 3 £ o Kol kS, §
delivered during 18073=74,
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Hovember, 1973

llovenmber

Hovenber

Cecember

Decenber
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"

"

it

January, 1974

January

February

At
Terruary

Tebruary

it

1

i

The Hon. Dr, A, Buttigieg
Minister of Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs

The Hon., Mr Paul Xuerebd

The Hon., Dr. A, Hyzler
Minister of Development

The Hon, Br, J. Lbela
Minister of Finance
and Custons

The Hon., Dr, D, Piscopo
Minister of Health

The Hon., Mr L., Sant
Minister of Public
Building and Works

The Hon, 2r, J. Cassar,
Minister of Labour,
Ermploynent & Welfare

The Hon, Miss f. Barbars
Minister of Education
and Welfare

@’XZ.I g
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Zeview of

Ministerdial
fetivities
{45, mins,)

Tourisn
(24 mins.)

Zeview of
Ministerial
Letivities
(20 nins,)
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(20 nins, )

1

(20 mins., )

1
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The Hationalist Party requested the
right Yo reply to five ministerial broadcasts,
L right of reply was granted following the
broadcast by the Hon, Minister of Finance and
Customs., The reply, which wag linited to ten
ninutes, was delivered on the 21st Decenber,
1972 by the Hon, Dr.,M, Felice, The Authority
refussd the right of reply on the other four
occasions,



SCHOOLS BROLDCLSTING

The cooperation that has always char-
acterised relations between the Luthority
and the Department of Sducation was main-
tained throughout this year. The ‘uthority
regards its Schools Broadcasting Unit as a
service group which it puts at the disposal
of the Department of Education to meet as
nany of the Cepartment's broadcasting require-
nents as possible,

£1so in the area of television broad- Increase
casting for gchools the Authority met with refused

difficulties when it attenpted to expand
further this educational service which it
provides for the nation's children. For

the second year running, the futhority
inforned its Contractors, the Malta Tele-
vigion Cervice, that it wished to increase the
number of television programmes for schools
and to extend airtime, The Luthority feels
that if it is required to contribute financizlly
towards ites Contractor’s commercial operation
it dis in the crea of schools broadcasting that

3 e ) 1 s £ 1 - i s L
it should principally channel its effort and

TpenD Yhe Malta Television Service refused
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The futhority feels that when, in
Srdadcasting, comnercial considerations
taize this nuch precedence over cultural
and educational values, the validity of

the broadcaster becomes seriously in doubt,

+3

year the Schools Broadcasting
£fdvigory Committee decided that 18 TV
nprograrmes allotted to Prinmary Schools
chhould be split up co that more pupils
would be able to watch these television

Drogranmes specially prepared for then,

Ter. programmes on General Culture
were produced for Years 5 = 6, while the
renaining 8 on Znglish were designed for

Yzars % and L,

Thege series have been well received

. 72
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PRIMARY

Yrs,1=2 ¥Yr, 3 Yr, 4 Yr, 5 Yr, 6 Yrs.,5-=06 Total

lialtese 9 9 - - 9 - 27

Zeligion - - 9 - - - 9
Inglish - i7 11 15 15 - 58
~cience - - 8 10 i0 - 23
Ceocial

Ctudies - - 6 ) - - 15
Hitghallnu

u Hemmnu - - - - - 29 49

Overall Total 176

¢

[ZLEVISION

English - 8 (8) - - 8

General
Culture - - - (10) 10 10

Overall Total 18

SECONDARY

SOUIID

TIYL T 7 T [ T T AT
FonMc I 2 II TOIMS III-V TOTAL
e
o ws s
Religion 14 i35 29
PORMS T POHMES I1 FOOME T MOTAT,
ARV
x La - -
e r : k!
{inc. repeatg)
20 50 - 100
£ s
(inc. repeats)
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Schools Broadcasting Advisory Committee 1972/74

Mr £, Rainondo, Director of BEducation -~ Chairman
Br, F, Chetcuti

Mr £

Mr L., Farrugia
Mr R

Mr

v
Miss £, fzzopardi
T‘\

L., Bonellc

Mr ¥, Bonnici

Ero, Zmanuel

Rev, 2, Borg Olivier (co-opted)
Mr L, Mizzi

Schoolg Broadcasting Advisgsory Committee 1974 /76

—

2r, P, Chetcuti, Director of Zducation, Chairman
Mr £, Depares

Mr L, Parrugia

Mige H. Borg Zonnici

Mr M, Cultana

Vr C, Farrugia

T v T
on M,35,8.P,

Mr €,J. Zerri (Secretary)



LUDIGHCE RESEARCH

It ie common practice among broad- The Survey

[¢]

]

asterg, particularly commercial dbroad-
r

]

agsters, to commission listenership

surveys from time to tine, The purpose of
thege narket research exercises is to gauge
listenership to various programnes and to
guide progranne planners in selecting

pragramnes for particular audiences,

So far, H,dio Malta comnissioned one
survey, The research was conducted at a
vine when Radio Malta was still operating a
Tour hour service, The results provided
ithe gtation and particularly potential
advertisers with a great deal of narket
inferzation,

It was found that out of 217,000 Hadio
ligteners in the lMaltese Islands, 208,000
were regular Zadio Malta listeners, This
O€% 0f the entire listener=-

~adio Stetions received in

b -
thet ont of




3%,

regularliy followed by thousands of listeners in

Malta and Gozo,

In commenting on the survey to the Press,
Prof, Salviro Busuttil, Professor of Econonics
at the University, said "Taking all matters into
account, it is clear tkhat Radio Malta has nanaged
to achieve an inmpact on listenership in the
Maltese Islands which confers considerable value
to the mediumn,.,...s....this penoetration has
been effected at all levels and in all age groups,
though of course with different degrees of
incidemnce”,

The surveyv of Radio Malta proved one definite
point, The groundwork of Malta's first Malterce

language wireless service hes been well laid,
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THE PRESENT - THE FUTURE

The futhority's intention in setting up
Radio Malta has been to provide the Maltese
listener with an additional broadcasting service,
In order to set up and expand [adio Malta the
Authority's executives have had to bear the brunt
of a great deal of problems, the least of which
have not been finance and staff. Financial problens
were overcome this year with a more realistic grant
from Governmment., Staff problems remain acute and,
the suthority draws the attention of Government
to this problem which must be solved, albeit
temporarily, if the high standards that have been
set are to be maintained,

The futhority is in agreement with
Governnment in its policy to create maxinum
enployment opportunity in the broadcasting
area until the changes which are envisaged cone
into effect. However, immediate staff problems
have to be overccme so that Redio Malte will
continue to make progress in the future as it

]
has done up to now,

Meanwhile, the Authority augurs an early

o
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In 1971, the Authority stated "As a point
of principle, the Broadcasting Authority feels
that it should cooperate with Government whilst
constantly safeguarding its rights and faithfully
fulfilling its duties under the Constitution and
the Ordinance,

Reciprocally the futhority expects
cooperation and consultation by Govemnent on
natters which affect Broadcasting in Malta,”

The dawn of a new era for Broadcasting
in Malta is apparent on the horizon, In the
gpirit of the principles guoted above in which
the Zuthority firmly believes, the Luthority
publicly expresses its good wishes to all
concerned, especially the listening and viewing

public of these Islands,



THE MALTA TELEVISION SERVICE LIMITED

Locally-Originated Programnes

Buring the period under review the Progrannesg for
greater part of programmes in this category Children and
were prepared Tfor the 14 to 18 year group Young People

with strong enphasis on informative and
educative elenents, Programnes for youngex
children feaitured talents in the light and
serious music field and a combination of
ganes, simple discussion and short stories,
Over 1,400 young pecople actively participated

in over 70 prograrmes produced in this

category,
Lround 50 programmes varying from 3C Light
to 70 minutes irn duration were produced Intertainment

during the vear, £ large number of local
conpositions were also performed,

Magical elznents for widely

varving tastes from
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Eesides the reguilar sports and women's
weekly programmes a new foritnightly half=hour Programmes

cultural nagazine PRIZMA was introduced in
the lact guarter of the year under review,
The programme furnishes information and
comments on local and foreign activities
connected with Drame, fxt and Sculpture,
lusic, latest developnents in audio visual
expression, architecture, literature and
folklore, 4 book review of recent public-
cations connected with Malta and book news

is also a regular feature in the magazine,

A broad spectrun of local sporting
activities together with local and foreign
goccer coverages continued to feature in
the weekly sporis magazine and in a large
number of short reporis nounted for special
occasions, Extensive use of "on the spot
FPilming was nade 2oth din tkhe sports and
wonen's nagazine, Cookery and fashion are
still among the nost popular items carried:

in the progracme for women,

Documenteries

extenoive renearen

i i in i B e et




archive material for the first time on the
7 screen. To narlz the 400th anniversary
of thie building of the monunental cathedral
of 5t, John's, aavinmdepth historical and
scientific study of the treasures, works of
art and architecture of the Church was-
made in a series of five programmes, During
the last guarter of the year a new series
was introduced withk the aim of giving viewers
access to places of historic and social
inmportance not normally open to the public,

ITine public service canpaigns were given
coverage on television in cooperation with
Governnent comnitiees set up for this purpose.
These included changes in emergency telephone
nunbers, danage to water nains, cleaner streets
and beaches and free MMDNL services,

Full facilities were given to Ministers

and Governpent O0fficials for the broadecast of

reooages on special occasions,

Thie best gix nlavs awarded pnrizes in the

» witia three
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The weekly magazine "Djalogu" continued Religious
on a regular basis for nine months of the year
with a replacenent during the summer guarter
congsisting of a series of thirteen programnes
which studied problems relating to marriage and
fanily relationships, Docunentaries were also
produced for special occasions,

Eleven programmes on serious music
featuring works for piano, clarinet, guitar and
gtring quartettes were carried during the year,
One ballet special of 80-minutes duration which
took four weels in production, featured selections
from Giselle, Romeo and Juliet, fmericam in Paris
and The Dying Swan,

During the vear MTV ghowed a 26-weelk £dult
television coursge in the German language, This Dducstion

was an experimental series which had a nixed
reception,

—

T -+ ] .
Imporied Progrenmies

Foremost among the inported programmes saown
during the vear were "War and Peace”, the "Julie

7y 5 TT g LTS ke 'S [ e F v 1
nfrews Zour!” and £Llistair Cooke - Tiperical.,



Other award winning programnes included:
dventures of Black Beauty" and "Follyfoot®
for children, a documentary on Harold Robbing -
the world’s best writer, "Sarah" a play by
John Franizau and a Xen Russell season featuring
documentaries on Isadora Duncan, Dante Gabriele
Rossetti and Celius,

"Barenboin on Beethoven” was also en
outstanding series in the field of classical
music, In it Daniel Baremboin the world
fambus rugician analysed and perforned excerpts
fron Beethoven's nusic,

Lround 120 half-hour and 70 one=hour
docuneniary type prograrmes were shown during
the year.

Mugic and conedy were also well represented
with guch series as ~ "It’s Lulu", "Thie is
Sonething Dlse”, "The Boots Randolph CShow',

"Doctor din Charge"”, "Now Talke My Wife" and
the "fmazing Vorld of Yreskin”,

The serious and informative programnes
for ckildren incliuded "The Iast of the Mohilcang”

ma.,

There”, "Litile Women" and A

f

By

tour of the Britons”,



Light drana series are still among the
largest audience pullers, Medical, romantic,
hriller, legal, adventure and detective
dramas were anong somne of the types shown
under such popular headings as "Hawaii Five=0",

"Garrisen's Gorillas", "Love Story", "Gunsooke",

"Cannon', "Jigsaw" and "The Bold Ones".

Feature films still top the popularity
lists, During the year a high standard of
features wes naintained with a nunmber of 'star
seagsong' dedicated anmong others to Gregory
Peck, Marilyn lMonroe, Tyrone Power and Marlon
Brando and award winning singles like "Marty",
"Anastasig®, "Lili" and "Around the World in

Eighty Days",

Cerious drama was represented by a number
of major series like "Upstairs, Downstairs"”,
"The Tenant of Wildfell Hall", "The Way Ve Live
Mow" and "War =nd Psece’. The last cuarter
the year also saw the introduction of

o

thelogv" 2 new series of single dranas

Ty 3 2 o2 - 5
produced gpecizlly for television,
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Hlews and Current £ffairs

The llews Divigion is now resgponsible for
conpiling and broadcasting over twenty locally=
originated newg bulletins and headlines on
~ediffusion’s Illational and Internctional Metworks
and on MTV on any one day.

In the early nmonths of 1974, a late night
newg btnlletin was introduced on Rediffusion's
Hational networlz,

During the outgoing twelve nonths the
lews Division twice interviewed the Prine
Vinister, Mr Zom Mintoff, on a topic of national
izmortance, It also inlerviewed, anong others,
vigiting Teade of Ctates who included Chancellor
Srune Zreislky of fustria, end President Malkarios
o2 Cyprus,

in February 1974, the llews Tivigion gave =
suelve hour on~the=hour news commentary on the
regulte of the Hritish General Tlecticns, The

Zirst newocast wegs Haticnel

Uatworiz 2t Ztation
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On “ediffusion, programmes originating Current
fror tiie NMews Zivision included "Min Ras il Affairs
Chajn® {recently substituted by "Panorana Progranmes

Maltija"), "Fid=-Binja I1lun", "Stharrig u
fehmiet™, "Minn Kullinmkien", "People in the
Hewe® and Nithaddtuha',

It was decided, after the sumner of
1973, to retain the programme "Wicc Imb' Wice”
on & fortnightly basis throughout the year
on the National Network, "Wicc Imb'! Wice"®
was originally broadcast in nid-1973 as a
sunner substitute programme,

The daily review of newspaper editorials
wag uaintained on the Hational network.,

"Hendezvous”, "Hithaddtuha” and "Malta
u Lill Hinn Minnha' continued to be hroadcast
as geheduled on MTV,

"Extensive coverage of Parliamentary Parlisrentary
business was given dn the weellv Sound Heportage
crogrampe "Din 1leGingha fil-Parlianent?

2
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On MTV, a regular parliamentary iten
is featured in "Malta u Lill Hinn Minnha",
This is devoted to an analysis of new
legislation passed by the House.

ngineerin
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Total breakdowns in the year under
review, amounted to 5 minutes due to
eguipnent failure, This decrease in loss
of air-time is attributed to standby
facilities ensuring, as nuch as possible,
the continuance of transmissions,

Ldvertising

0f the 1,8%0 hours of Television
programes broadcast during the vear
under reviecw 108 hours were devoted to
spot advertising and 7.8 hours to
gl

advertiging magaz

-2y , . . 3 T 4 b T
Thege fTigures are well within the
advertising entitlenent sllowed by the
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REDIFFUSION (MALTA) LIMITED

During the year under review, Rediffusion
offered subscribers a wide and variegd choice
of transmissions aimed at educating, entertaining

and informing listeners of all age groups.

One of the most outstanding series during
the period in review was probably "Redifortunal
= a quiz progranne open to all subscribers hacked
by a prize fund of £M2,000,

Character formation, religious principles, Childrent’s

hygene, actuality, historical and natural Progrannes
heritage, careers and education through enter=

tainnent were the nain features projected
during the year, With the introduction of an
additional eprogramme on Thursdaye, hrosdcaste
for children increased fronm five to sixz weekly,

Endeavourg to continue raising standards Magazine
in this sector were intensified, Worthy of Progracncs

special nmention were "fhna 11 Mghizu" which

Traced tne various aspects of man's life, "Il=
Darumbars” = a series featuring historic notes
and informetion on towns and villages in Maltas

ant Gozo, "I=lspirtu fli-Kelna” which dealt with

M e h e
PeS L BAT
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Znights in Malta, The latter two productions
were conpiled by Pawlu Gachia whose untimely
death in January 1974 was a great loss to

broadcasting in these Islands,

During the year under review, the organi-
zation and planning of light music programmes

= e
I
)

Il 1%
o et

was designed in a nanner which provided listeners
with a better choice of music, Programnes
featuring successes of days gone by were also
introduced together with music from operettas

and reviews, Music at midday was increased, and
the pattern of week-end programming was revised
to coincide with the changing pattern of life in
2 society substantially working on a five-day
cyecle,

During the twelve nonths under review sgix
new dige jockeys compiled and presented songs
from the intermational hit parade, Countrv and
Western nusic, Folk, Hock and Progressive,
reviews of L,P, Zlbums, Latin Zmerican tunecs,

Janz and various other prograrmes,

The promotion of Maltese music,
and local singers was also evident
gecter,

Lerars
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Thie contenporary trend in Maltese literature

wag reflected by the Moviment "Cawmien Letterarju”,

wirilst the "Ghagda Xittieba Zghazagh” included

the works of gcveral up—and=coning authors who

were -freguently invited to read their own poetry

asnd prose,

The "Ghagda Letterarja Maltija" which
recently celebrated the 20th anniversary for

its foundation, featured works by the nmembers of

the society in their weekly programnes,

Cerious music was on the increase and the
technical guality of these broadcasts improved
ongiderably through purchases of latest
commercial records and taped concerts available

from various foreign radio stations,

Studio recitals by Maltese solists and
vigiting musicians were incorporated in weeXkly
recital programmes, The long established
"Friday M,ght Concerts” featured both tradi-
tional and contenporary classics and detailed

nctes previded listeners with informaticn on

Latest recordings in the

niaced older versions, and

R
W
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Weekly ovand programmes by local clubs
were also retained and the Company continued
to support the Iinnual Concert by the Malta
Band Clubs issociation which was held at the
Manoel Theatre on Saturday, December 22md,

1973,
Talks on gardening, civics, auto- Tallgs and
mechanics, social problems and other subjects Discussgiong

were further increased during the year in
review and a weekly series on world finance
and the International economic scene was a
valuable addition, The services of medical
practitioners, lawyers, architects and a
veterinary surgeon continued to be nost
popular witlx listeners,

"Il=-dajija tal=Mara" retained the high

-

listenership estaklished over the wyears,

=3

Discusgion programmes, other than those
dealing with current affairs, were zlso
proninent in the vear under review, Series
included "Bejn Lrgument u Iehor” which high-
lighted intermational social and theclogical

Y mr F s A ran
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Rediffusion endeavoured to cover all local cportd
and foreign sporting events during the year under
review, Detailed information was transmitted to
listeners via discussions, direct commentaries,
interviews and ad hoc reports,

Worthy of special mentinn were direct
connentaries from Belgium on the Brugges vs
Floriana Buropean Cup natch, the two friendly
international Foothall encounters between Italy
and ZIngland played in Turin and London, the
Sweden vs Malta World Cup Prelininary round
International, The Middle Sea Race, and the
International Waterpolo Tournanment,

This is undoubtedly one of the nost Drana
important branches of the programme ocutput.
Steps taken to raise the standard of radio-
playe included the re=introduction of a play=
writing competition, a cycle of classical
plays, & ten to twelve part linit on all
serialo, comumissicning of writers for seasconal

nleys and the adaptation of well=lnown Maltese

novels inte serials,

b 2 Foorm o e s R
G = DT ol FELCE RN N



La,

More than 400 prospective actors were
auditioned during the year under review, and
those who were found to be pronising were
included in a revised list of Actors and
Lctresses,

The radioplay writing conpetition
attracted a record of 63 entries, The
standard of »nlays subnitted was high,

Plays broadcast between April 1973
and March 1974 anounted to 76. BSix serials
comnprising 54 episodes were also transmitted
during the same period in addition to 17
features, These broadcasts created a total
of 1,705 acting parts,

Zediffusion participated in the doc
mentary secticn of the Itelia Prize with a
work on the folkkloristic aspects of pregnancy
in the Maltese Iglands. "Go Greet the Moon"
though not reaching the finalg was well

received in Venizce, Hediffusion wag also

ODither lnteworsoy

HBroepficasts




On the occasion of the "Foundation of the
Ffeast of the Holy Rosary" on the fourth centenary
gince its inception, His Grace the Archbishop
recited the Holy Rosary for listeners in Malta
and Gozo direct from his Palace at Imdina on
October 1, 1973,

"Franz Lehar" - 4 commenorative programme to
narik the 25th anniversary of ike great corposdr's

e 3 ala
Celta,

"Mietu Izda Isichon Haj ghal Dejjen" = 4
docunentary on the Maltese heroes Dun Mikiel
Zerri and his conpatriots was also broadcast,

"Coronation of Our Lady of Victories" =
Two speical broadcasts were transnitted fronm
Xaghra Gozo,

In"Cemplu 25251 = Listeners expregssed their

)

opinions on a teopical subject which was then

o7
Lo
@
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W

d by experts,

"Hobza u Sikkina” = Introduced in Mav 1073
has now beconme an egtablished thrice weekly

. .
morning series,
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"Official Visit of His Beatitude Lrchibshop
Makarios" - The president of Cyprus visited Malta
arriving on Wednesday Novenber 7 and leaving on
friday Hovenber 9, Direct broadcasts of his
arrival and departure and the ceremonies he
attended were proninently featured,

Whilst locally originated programnes International
continued to increase during the year under Hetwork

review, efforis were made to provide listeners
with alternative programmes to balance those

being broadcast over the National Network,

Transcribed programnes froom various
stations overseasg included &1l types of prog-
ramne naterial, Cwedish Radio was an important
intreoduction to existing contributions fronm
foreign Ststions,

ffusion productions included a service
egidents to these Islands
entitled

oS o
gerTies o1
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31.3.73

£M

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

(Constituted under Ordinance XX of 1961)

BALANCE SHEET AT 31st MARCH, 1974

Depreciation
Cost Provided
£M £M
FIXED ASSETS
Freehold Land 655 -
Qffice Equipment, Furniture
and Fittings 6,806 4,554
Technical Equipment 10,208 9,303
Studio Equipment 8,119 4,878
Motor Vehicle 742 741
Radio Malta - Furniture
and Fittings 853 204
Radio Malta - Studio and
Technical Equipment (Note 3) 18,137 2,643
45,520 22,323
1973 26,760 15,244
CURRENT ASSETS
Amount receivable re airtime sales 2,572
Sundry Debtors and Prepayments 2,565
Bank Balances 5,137
On Savings Account 259
Less: Current Account (839) (580)
Cash ir Hend 24
4,581
Deduct:
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Sundéry Creditors and Accrued Charges 4,381
NET CURRENT AESSETS
TOTAL NET ASSETS
27,560
TLAET
Balance on
rure Ac ) 23,506

£M

655

2,252
905
3,241
1

649
15,494

—_—
23,197




Valletta Buildings
South Street

Diamantino, Manfré Valletta Partners ‘
arixdmggr;npany e Malta C M Manfre.
Certitied Telephone: 23157 FX Darmanin
Public Cables: MANDIA MALTA
Accountants P.O. Box 472

Page 2,

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF
THE BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

‘e have examined the annexed Balance Sheet and Income and
Expenditure Account which are in agreement with the books and records
kept by the Authority and have obtained all the information and
explanations which, to the best of our knowledge and belief were
necessary for the purposes of our audit. Proper books of account

have been kept so far as appears from cur examination thereof.

In our opinion and according to the information and
explanations given to us, the said Balance Sheet and Income and
Expenditure Account, read in conjuncticn with the notes thereon,
Present respectively a true and fair view of the state of affairs
of the Autnority at 31st March, 1974 and of the deficit fer the

vear ended on that date,
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Page 3.

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1974

Year ended
31.3.1973
£M £M
INCOME
63,000 Government contributions from licence fees
751 Licence fees from Contractors
51 Ground Rents
323 Bank Interest
(100) Surplus on School Magazine
64,025
Deduct:
EXPENDITURE :-
Prescribed Programnes
16,414 Incurred on Sound Broadcasts (Note 1) 15,491
23,080 Incurred on Television Broadcasts (Note 2) 10,803
39,504 26,294
Administration and Other Expenses
21,615 General Administraticn {Appendix 1) 16,022
7,006 Radio Malta Operation (Appendix 2) 26,525
66,125
4,100 EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE OVER INCOME FOR THE YEAR
Add:
742 Cost of fixed assets acquired during the vear
4,842 DEFICIT FOR THE YIAR
isdd:
idverse Zzlance breought forward from
14305 from previcus year 16,147
Acd e
nderprovision for devreciation
- : vears 893

£ PR 1":‘” B
cClWerc, s rage o

©and £ form an
tnese gooounts.

£M

63,000
751

51

185
108

64,095

a




BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1974

Page 4,

1. Expenditure on Sound Broadcasts is provided for in Clause 12 of an

Agreement cated 28th September, 1961 with Rediffusion {Malta) Ltd.,

which stipulates an expenditure of £M10,000 per annum,

amownt incurred during the year was as follows:-

1972/73

£M
9,853
747
2,245
92

46

519

On programmes prescribed by the Authority

Salaries and Vlages
Scriptwriters! and Actors' Fees
Airtime and Studio Charges
Records, Tapes and Publications
Scheol Broadcasting Magazine
E.B.,U, Competition

School Broadcasting Expenses

Maintenance and Repairs of
Techrical Equipment

Less: Allocated to Telewvision
Broadcasts (Note 2)

Depreciation cn Technical Equipment

Less: Allocated to Television
Broadcasts |

The actual
£M £M
10,625
568
2,138
23
239
178
89
89
1,335
667
335
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BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS
YEAR _ENDED 31st MARCH, 1974

(Continued)

2. Expenditure on Television Broadcasts is provided for in Clause 12
of an Agreement dated 28th September, 1961 with The Malta Television
Service Ltd., which stipulates an expenditure of £M25,000 per annum,
The actual amount incurred during the year was as follows:-

On programmes prescribed by the Authority

1972/73 "

£M £M £M
1,400 Hire of Television Films 134
13,174 Airtime and Studio Charges 3,614
636 Educational Television 949
663 Production of T.V, Documentaries 44
629 Script Contributors! Fees 153
104 Sundry Expenses 27
(34) Eurovision Song Contest (81)
Maintenance and Repa’'rs of
30 Technical Equipment (Note 1) 89
Depreciation:
589 Technical Equipment (Note 1) 667
1,554 Studio FMurniture and Equipment 1,583 2,250
18,745 74179
3,864 Proportion of Cverhead Expenses (14.,3%)(Appendix 1.) 2,865
22,609 10,044

Crn centributions towards improvements
carried out by the Malta Television
481 Service Ltd, 759




Appendix 1.

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1974

Year ended
31.3.73
£M £M £M
310 Audit Fees 310
Depreciation
313 Furniture and Fittings 10% 296
101 Office Equipment 20% 125
140 Motor Vehicle 20% -
747 Duty Visits Abroad 593
402 Entertainment and Hospitality 342
956 Honoraria to Board Members 1,364
522 Legal Tees and Expenses 254
382 Maintenance and Repairs -
575 Membership Pees - International Crganisations 234
- Messengers' and Driver's Uniforms 30
182 National Insurance Contributions 217
1,276 Postages, Telegrams and Telephones 663
1,265 Rent of Offices and Studios 679
174 Rentals Yired Sowmd and Television Sets 161
586 Staticnery 307
1,516 Staff Superannuation Scheme 1,534
182 Subscriptions to Newspapers, etc, 87
627 Sundry Txpensec 136
40€
1347

Television Broadcasts - 14.3% {Note 2) 2,865 4,006




APPendix 2.

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
RADIO MALTA - OPERATION
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1974

Year Ended
31.3.1973
£M LNCOME £M £M £M
- Advertising Revenue (See Note below) 10,510
Less:
- Commissions 1,513
- Talent Fees 123 1,636
- 8,874
Deduct:
OPERATICN AND ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES At
15 Audit Fee 250
626 Contributors! Fees 7,471
673 Duty visits abroad 1,207
7 Depreciations: lotor Vehicle -
- Furniture and Fittings 202
- Technical & Studio Equipment 2,645
195 Expenses of visiting Experts -
21 Entertainment and Hospitality 342
-~ Fees for audience research 600
- Fuel fer Electricity Generation 667
50 Hororaria to board members -
28 Legal fees and expenses 254
- ‘laintenance and Repairs 1,026
30 HMembership fees - International Organisations 113
10 Newspapers and Publicaticns 105
1,405 New Studios - Adaptation -
67 Postages, Telegrams and Telephones 9594
216 Publicity Costs 568
156 Purchase of Records 5711
185 Rent of Offices and St ] 782
30 Stationery 196
198 i 8C7
€7 346
20 g ~ 150
2,687 Jages and Salaries 15 ,94¢
20 Yater znd Tlectricity 235

o Tanuary
:r day., Tran
per day from 8th




Appendix 3.

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES IN THE CASH POSITION
YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1974

1972/73
£M Funds became available during £M £M £M
the year as follows:
From:-
63,000 Government Contributions 63,000
Swndry Income (Licence Fees,
1,125 Bank Interest, etc.) 1,095
Advertising Revenue from
~- Radioc Malta 10,510
Ay
64,125 74,605

which were applied to meet:-
Administrative and other expenditure -

General (including prescribed
61,219 programmes ) 42,316
7,006 Radio Malta 37,035 79,351

Leaving a deficiency on Income
4,100 and Expenditure Account, of (Page 3) 4,746

This deficiency was increased bysi-

Meeting underprovision for depreciation

- relating to the previous years 8593
742 Purchasing of Fixed Assets 1,8C0
91 Financing an increase in Debtors 3,080
833 5,783
4,933 Ang reduced by:- 12,529
34775 Retainirg Depreciation 7,079
(1,301) Increasing Oreditors 36

£y £ £
(6,655 Decrease ir Savings Account 259 (5,794)
3,842 Decrease in | (839) 2,365
92, g 15

~ Den

s




1972/73

£M
2,905

(1,301)

1,604

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY
CHANGES IN NET WORKING CAPITAL POSITION

YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1974

Cash deficiency for the year (Appendix 3)

Add: Increase (Decrease 1972/73)
in Creditors

Deduct: Increase in Debtors

Decrease in Net Uorking Capital

for the year

Appendix 3A.

£
3,414

36

3,450
3,090

£M360



